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to the READER 

THE fubjectof this Book, however melancholy 
it may appear to fome,yet it is neceffary- unto 
all ; feeing the word of God, and our own experi- 
ence do allure us, that " man who is born of a wo- 
man, is of few days, and full of trouble;" and that 
he is born to trouble, as the fparks fly upward." 
Nay, God's dearelt children are not exempted from 
this common fate. We fee what is the character 
God giveth his church, Ifa. liv. n. "O thou afflict- 
ed, and tolled with tempeft, and not comforted] 5 ' 

If in this world then we mult look for tribulation, 
it is highly neceffary for every man to feek direction 
how to provide for it, and behave under it foashe 
may glorify God, edify others and attain to eternal 
happinefs at laft. The tribulations we have to look 
for here are manifold; but among thole that are 
outward, I know none about which men ought to 
be more thoughtful and concerned, than bodily fick- 
neis., that ufual harbinger of death, and_ which ulhers 
the way to judgment. 

This is a fubject not much handled in public fcr- 
mons, which are delivered only to them that are in 
health, the fick being incapable to attend them. 
Wherefore it feems the more neceffary handle it 
in writing that fo the afflicted may have a book in 
their houfes, and at their bed (ides, as a monitor to 
preach to them in private, when they are reftrained 
frfvn hearing fermons in public. 

And though foretimes Himlfter's fermons may 
be very fuitable to the Cafe of the lick and af- 
flicted; yet, alas ! the molt part are carelefs and. 
forgetful bearers of thefe things while they are in 
health and profperity, as reckoning the evil day at 
lbme diftanoe from them. A book then, fuch as 
the following directory, being with them in time of 
A a 
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Ikknefs and affliction, may by the clivine bleffing, be 
ufeiVil to I ring to their remembrance thefe counlels 
and admonitions which they very much neglected 
itn the time of their health. 

Again, minUters of the gofpel though never fo' 
much inclined to attend the iick, yet by reafon of 
f.iiity and multiplicity of other work, cannot be 
always with them to direct, refolve, and comfort 
them. But fuch a book as this they may have {till 
athand to confult with. 

And in regard the afflicted, for the moftpart, are 
ott of cafe to read for themfelves, it would be a moft 
charitable work for friends or neighbours that attend 
them, to lay hold on proper feafons for reading fuch 
a book as this in their hearing, and efpecially fuch 
chapters or directions as they judge molt fui table for 
them. Thus you might be helped in fome meafure 
to exoner your confeiences, and do your lad offices of 
kindnefs to your fick and dying friends, when you 
can ferve them no no longer in this world. 

I might have. brought in and handled fome con- 
troversies (had I been fond of them) in the enfuing 
treaties, about the adminiftration of the Lord's lup- 
per to the ficflk, and about extreme unction, which 
Ibine alfo begin to plead for, and thence have tak- 
en occafion to touch at fome other new ufages, fuch 
as the middle ftate, prayers for the dead, and other 
popilh errors, that fome (called Proteftants) would 
haye revived and introduced among us. But I have 
induftrioufly Ihunned what is controverfial, and kept 
clofe to what is practical, and owned by all true 
Chriftians. 

For preventing the growth of thefe, and other er- 
rors, (from w hich this nation hath been much longer 
free than others), I wifh all ranks among us would 
clofely obferve the facred rule of faith, God's word, 
v.nd remember the folemn and national engagemets 
we of this land are under, to maintain the pure truths 
of God therein contained, in oppofition to all forts of 
error, whether Popilh, Pelagian, Arian, Antinomian, 
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&c. And may we ever abhor the doctrine that 
would teach us to break thefe bands afunder. 

Have we not. ground, this day, to fufpecc that Sa- 
tan is carrying on a deep and fubtle plot for Ihaking 
our cdvenated reformation, and weakening a Prot- 
eitant intereft? when, upon one hand, fome are 
beginning openly to advance and propagate the old 
abjured Popifh doctrines, which our reformers did 
throw out, and with axes and hammers would go at 
once to cut down all our carved work; and at the 
Tame time, on the other hand, fome would be at the 
breaking down the excellent fences of our reforma- 
tion, viz. our covenants, confeffions, the magi- 
strates power ,&■'<?. For this end.papers are fprcad, 
and politions advanced, impugning the wsrrantablc- 
nefs of our national covenants and confeffions, and 
the obligation thereof; reflecting alfo upon our wor- 
thy reformers and anceftcrs, as unenlightened,who 
framed and took them, or died adhering thereunto; 
and alfo denying the magi urate's power circa facra % 
(for the fupport of truth, and fuppreffing ofherefies), 
acknowledged by the word of God, and our Corifef- 
fion of faith ; and all this forfooth ;to make way for a 
toleration of ail errors and fects among us : though 
they cannot but know, that tolerating of falfe relig- 
ions is exprcfsly ranked among the tins forbidden in 
the fecond commandment, according to the expofi- 
tion of our larger Catechifm ; and is alfo condemned 
by the xxiiid chapter of our confefilon : in both which 
we may fee clear fcripture texts, cited by the af- 
femb!y,for refuting and condemning any fuch toler- 
ation. Ah ! what joy may all this caufe at Rome • 
therefore tell it not inGath,cVc. 

As the Lord did fignally countenance our reform- 
ers practice, in entering into folemn and national co v- 
enantswith God, and among themfelves,for religion 
and reformation, by the pouring out of his lpiritfrom 
on high, for bringing in of many fouls to himfelf. and 
for overturning idolatry and furperffitionand advanc- 
ing reformation to a great pitch, in fpite of all the 

A 3 
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s and difficulties that were in the waj ; Co 
their practice of national covenanting, even under 
the Ne\v-Te{ian:entdilpeni;itioi), is fulfkicntly war- 
ranted both by the light of nature, and by the word 
tin both TcH.iments. And this will 
fider the fcripture-precedents, to- 
.- prbmifesand prophecies of the Old- 
to gotpei-times, and compare 
them with the K T ew ; and especially tb.oie which fore- 
tel the unchurching of the Jewiih nation and thein- 
grafting-of the Gentile nations in their room; and 
that thereupon church-ftate and" privi- 

ledges of the jews, were t*Jbe transfered to Chriftian 
is, and particularly this of being nationally in 
covenant with God. Which prophecies are to have 
ipecial and full accomplishment at Babylon's 
fal. For illustrating thefe points, and applying 
ipture-texts relative thereto, I might expatiate 
in feveral fhects of paper, if it were proper here. I 
ihall only at this time cite fome of the texts that may 
be well improyen to the fcrefaid purpofes; which 
the reader may turn to, and confider at his leifure, 1 
as Ifa. xix. 18, 21,2.3,24, 25. Ifa. xlv.~ 23 
.4,5. the K. lxi. and ixii. chapters oflfaiah 
rghbift. Ifa. iv. 3, 4, 5. Micah iy. 1,2. Zceh. 
t,22, 23. Rev. ii. 15. Rom. xi. 17, 19. Rom. 
x. 12, 19. Matth. hi. 5,6. Ads. vhi. 6, 12. 2Cor. viii. 
',. Matth. xxi. 43. Rom. ix. 24, 25, 26. compared 
v ith Hoi.i. 9, 10, 11. Kof. ii. 23. Likewife I might 
tral prophecies with refpeel: to the ifhmds, and 
utmoft ends of the earth, which were peopled by 
japhet, that have a very peculiar and favourable 
;t) eel to this covenanted land. 

Befidesall which, it is evident from the fir ft and 

great command of the law, which is directed to lit 

don, ami obligatory under the New Tcf- 

; as the Old, that it is moral duty u- 

, j , erf; 11) and perpetually binding upon nations and 

ell- as fingle perfons, to chuie, ac- 

d avouch the Lord to be their God, to 
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walk in his ways, and keep his flatues. This is re- 
quired in the firft commandment, according to the 
exposition of our Larger Catechifm, and is there 
confirmed by thefe texes, that warrant and eximpli- 
fy the practice of national covenanting, fuch as Deui. 
xxvi. 1 6, 17. Jolh. xxiy. 22 In fuch a national 
way did our fathers of old acknowledge and avouch 
the lord to be their god and devote themfelves and 
their posterity to the Lord. And blefled be the 
Lord our God, who did many ways declare himfelf 
to be well pleafed with the bargain, and efpecialiy 
by filling the temple with his glory. 

As the prophets and godly Jews were at great- 
pains to conyey to poftenty hiitorcal accounts 61 the 
wonderful deliverances God wrought for Ifreal a.t 
the Red fea and in refeuing them from Egypt, 
Babylon, and other enemies: So it would be ufeful 
to fortify our reformation, if we were careful to 
hand down to the riling generation a fenfe of God's 
diftinguifhing mercies to this land, in delivering us 
from fpiritual Babylon, and in refcuing us from time 
to time from thefe captains that have fought to lead 
us back thither. Many a time hath he delivered 
us, when we have Irjen brought very low. 

By many inftances it hath appeared, that the glo- 
rious Jehovah hath not been afhamed to own his 
covenant-relation to this finful and unworthy land. 
God forbid that we of this age ihould be afhamed to 
own our covenant-relation to him. This hath been 
both our glory and our fafety ; and I hope, there 
will (till be found a remnant to own it, and plead it 
with God in the time of danger. Surely, it is not 
time now to difclaim it,when the enemies of our Zi- 
on are combining together and feeking to raze her 
to the foundation. Let all her lovers cry mightily 
to her covenanted L6rd,in her behalf ,in thefe mak- 
ing dmes : Let them join to put up that prayer of 
the Pfalmift, Pfal. lxviii 28. "Stengthen.O God, 
that which thou hall wrought for us ;" and that of 
Habakkuk, Hah. iii. 2. " O Lord, revive thy work 
in the midft of the years." May 27, 1727. 
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N. B. The forefaid digreffion in the preface t<3 
the firft edition was occafioned by the broaching of 
fouie Sectarian notions, which introduced great reel- 
ing and lhakings in this corner, and other parts of 
tin's church ; fince which time, alas ! Hie hath enjoy- 
ed little peace within her walls, or poftenty within 
her palaces ; but inftead thereof, Ihe hath been toiled 
with tempefts and troubles of various kinds, where- 
by the children of Zion have been brought and full 
lie under great diftrefs and afliction. 

The firtt impreflion of this bopk being difpofed^ of, 
andai'econd called for, I have more readily content- 
ed to it, at this time of general calamity and diftrefs, 
feeing the book is intended as a directory to Chrift- 
ians under ailliclon, whatever fort it be. It cannot 
but be obvious to every ferious obferver, that the 
Lord's judgments are in the earth at this day, and 
that the inhabitants of this land are generally vifiteJ 
with calamities of divers kinds, both fpiritual and 
temporal ; which makes a Directory how to manage 
and carry under them the more feafonable and necei- 

fary. 

Ah ! the Lord's hand is vifibly lifted up againft 
us at this day, and hath been for fome years pall, in 
Hunting up the church's womb, Wafting gofpel ordi- 
nances, and withdrawing his Spirit from the aflem- 
blies of his people, and from our judicatories. The 
flood-gate is opened for error, infidelity, and loofe- 
nefs, to overibread the land ; (o that the gofpel of 
Chrift the holy fcriptures, and all revealed religion- 
are contemned and ridiculed by many. " The an- 
ger of the Lord hath divided us both in church and 
iiate, and hath mingled a perverfe fpirit in the roidlt 
of us' ;" yea, hath made fuch woful breaches amongft 
gbdl/minifters and Chriftians, who are aiming at the 
fame things, that no balm can be found for healing 
them. There is a way opened for a carnal felf/eek- 
ini minhlry to get into the vineyard, when faithful 
labourers are thruit out, and godly preachers and 
fiudents are difcoj&raged from entering in. Not a 
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few Chrlfcian congregations, who lately were harmo- 
nious and united in partaking of gofpel-ordinances, 
are now lb miferably rent and fcattered, through 
mournful intrulions, and dividing courfes, that they 
cannot worlhip God together ; and many of them 
are wandering like fheep having no fhepherd, ex- 
pofed to beal\s of prey, and liable to perilh in a (late 
of ignorance or negligence. 

Likewife, the Lord's hand is remarkably lifted up 
againft us, in the variety of temporal judgments and 
calamities brought upon us within a very ihort time 
part. Sometimes the Lord fends forth his ftormy 
winds with extraordinary violence, foas to carry ter- 
ror and dellru&ion along with them, both by fea and 
land, and even threaten to bury us in the ruins of our 
houfes. Sometimes he fends fuch long continued 
rains in time of harveft, as threaten to deftroy the 
whole crop before our eyes. Sometimes fuch extra- 
ordinary ltorms of froft and mow, as to bind up the 
waters and mills that food cannot be prepared for lis, 
and we are ready to familh in the midit of plenty. 
Sometimes he fends fuch deftruciive ftorms of light- 
ening and thunder from heaven, and kindles fuch 
violent fires on earth, that whole cities, with there in- 
habitants are like to be confumed therewith. Upon 
our neighbouring countries dreadful inunclaticris 
have been fent of late, for destroying the inhabitants 
with their cattle and efteds. Again, God hath vifited 
us with long continued drought, cold, and unnatural 
ftorms in the fpring, and fometimes with froft in midft 
of fummer, which hav bro't on extrordinary fcarcity 
and dearth of visual ; fo that there are great diforders 
committed in the land by riots and tumults for want 
of food, and multitudes of families are diifolvd, and 
forced to wander begging their bread; and the cat- 
tle alfo are famiihed for want of grafs and food to 
fuftain them. In the mean time we are engaged in 
war with cruel enemies, who feize our flaps, carry 
our countrymen captive, throw them into dun- 
geons and noiibme priibns, where they ufe them bar- 
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baroufly ; yea, much of their blood is fhed and many 
valuable lives are loft in our defence. And befidea 
our other calamities, we fuffer greatly through de- 
cay of trade and merchandife, and penury of money ; 
in many places merchants, tradefmen and artificers 
want bufmefs ; there is no work nor hire ior labour- 
ers, and for thole who would ufe honeft induftry for 
bread, wheather men or women ; lb that want ■•' is 
come Upon us as one that travelleth, and poverty 
like an armed man;" and many are reduced to ex- 
treme mifery, and liar ving circuniitanccs for lack of 
bread 

By all which proceedings it appears that God hath 
a peculiar controverfy with Scotland, and threat- 
ens to puniih her remarkably for her hinious fins 
and provocations. The Lord's hand hath been long 
lifted up againft us, and now it is higher lifted up 
than ever; and the higher it is lifted up, the blow 
is like to be the feverer when given, lie hath fent 
many leiier itrokes and judgments upon us, as fore- 
runners and warnings of greater, which he hath 
ft ill in referve for us, if we repent not; for his mag- 
azine is far from being exhaaited. As there are ma- 
ny cauies for thefe calamities of ours, lb I think there 
is a principle one mentioned, March, xxlv. 12. " In- 
i»7J:ry d$i abound, and the love of many is waxed 
cold/' Infidelity, immorality, and contempt of the 
gofpel, are come to a prodigious height; our hearts 
are become cold and frozen to Chrift and his intereft 
to his people and holy laws ; for which caufe God 
is provoked to fend f uch judicial cold and frolls upon 
our land, and the fruits of the Earth, fo as to mar 
and diminifli our crops, and reduce both men and- 
beafts to the greateit flraits. — And yet fo great is 
our impenitency and perverfnefs, that we will not 
fee the Lord's hand, nor be reformed by all thefe 
judgments. 

1 * 7 

It might welt be expected, when the Lord's judo-, 
ments are fo v'dibly in the earth, that not only his 
people by profefiioa, but even the inhabitants of the 
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world would learn righteoufnefs, according to Ifa. 
xxyi. 9. Bnt, alas! lb perverfe are we in walking 
contrary to God, that neither the inhabitants of the 
world, nor thofe who profefs to be Separated from 
the world, will alter their courfe. nor learn rifehte- 
oufnefs; nay inikad of that, many are learning lull 
more wickednefs * Shall I not vilrc for thefe things? 
faith the Lord; and ' mall not my foul be avenged 
on fuch a nation as this?" Alas! hath he not been 
provoked to fay concerning us, as he did concerning 
his ancient people, Lev. xxvi. 23. 24. u If ye will not 
be reformed by thefe things, but will walk contrary 
unto me; then will I alio walk contrary unto you, 
and will bring feven times more plagues upon you, 
according to your fins." And likewife to fay unto 
us, as unto them, " When ye fpread forth your 
hands, I will hide mine eyes from you ; and when ye 
fan and make many prayers, I will not hear ; but I 
will confume yon with the fword, with the famine, 
and with the peftilence," as in Ifa. i 15. Jer. *iv. 12. 
The fword, famine and peftilence, are God's three 
mortal -arrows, which he commonly threatens to 
lhoot againft impenitent and incorrigible offenders. 
Two of thefe are already mot againft us : the fword 
is drawn, and much of our countrymen's blood is al- 
ready lhed ; and what further ftreems of it may flow 
before it be put up in its (heath, God only knows. 
The evil arrow of famine (as God calls it, Ezek. v. 
16) is let fly againft us at the fame time, and fam- 
ine is the arrow which is the foreft of the three. — 
When it was put to David's choice which of the three 
he would be the butt of, he would not chufe fam- 
ine. The prophet Joel doth bewail and deprecate 
this judgment in the moft pathetic manner, and calls 
the whole land to falling and prayer for removing 
it, Joel i. 10, 14. and we fee, when God is moft an- 
gry, and threatens to fpend his arrows upon a guilty 
people, he begins with the arrow of famine, as the 
foreft, as in Dent, xxxii. 23, 24. " I will fpend mine 
arrows upon them j they ihall be b - 1 with hun- 
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gcr." And we fee v hat the Spirit of God faith of 

t iofe who die by this arrow,. -Lam. iv. 9. " They that 

b 5 ftain with the fword are better than they that be 

fl tin with hunger ; for thefe pine away, ftncken 

1 . for want of the fruits of the field ;" and 

.".;eir death is moft lingering and miferable. 

mi'iieufeth to bring on the moft noifome 

noftal difeases, and frequently the peftilenec 

doth follow upon the bark of famine. Is it not high 

time then, for our land to take the alarm, when God 

begins to ll.oo t his evil arrows? When the lion roar;, 

ic becomes us to fear, yea, to humble ourfelves in the 

duft, and mourn for our iniquities, which kindle the 

fife of his wrath. 

Let us fearch and try our ways, and turn again to 
the Lord, from whom we have deeply revolted: and 
particularly, let us mourn for and turn from thefe 
fins which the word of God points out as bringing 
on famine; fuch as, 1. Afcribingour earthly corn- 
fores and bleffings to other things than God, the true 
author. This iin we find threatened with fcarcity 
and famine, Jer. xliv. 17, 26, 27. Hof. ii. 5. 9. 2. 
Perverting of plenty to luxury and prodigality, fen- 
fuality andexcefs, re veilings and dancings, balls and 
aflemblies. We fee how thefe are threatened, Ifa. 
v. 11, 12, 13. Amosvi. 4,6, 7. 3. Rejecting the 
bread of life, and defpifmg the food of our fouls. — 
God ufeth to punifh men for this fin, by depriving 
them of bread for their bodies, Jer. xi. 21, 22. 4. 
Men's minding their own things more than the things 
of God; and neglecting to build his houfe, and put 
refpecb upon his ordinances. Upon fuch accounts 
God brings on fcarcity aud famine, Hag. i. 9, 10, 1 1, 
5. Covenant-breaking, and dealing cruelly with the 
poor, or with Grangers that live among us ; it is 
for thefe fins that God fent the three years famine 
upon the land of Ifrael, 2 Sam. x>. i. 1 . 

Moreover, let us look upon all thefe temporal 
ftorms and calamines which are come, or coming up, 
on the land, as warning to prepare for a more aw. 
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ful ftorm that we muft all meet with^ nameh . 
ftorm of death and judgment; let us ftand habitually 
prepared for that itorm, and then other ftonns will 
not lb much affect us. If it be allied, What we ft) all 
do to be fafe in the time of that trying ftoirm ? the 
anfwer is, Let us fee that we be among the broken 
in heart, or fmcere penitents, who heartily griev- 
ed for all known fins i that we be true believers in 
Chrift, who truft in nothing but his righteoufnefs and 
merits for juftification and falvation: that we be 
bom again, and made new creatures by a faving 
change bGth in heart and life : that it be our great 
bulinefs to clear up our evidences of peace with God 
through Chrift, and our title to the manlions which 
he hath purchafed by his blood. O that God's judg- 
ments, when they are in the earth, were means to 
awaken us to flee from the wrath to come, to Chrift 
our refuge! When 'the floods of great waters ard 
fwelling up to the brim, our only fafety is to fecurea 
hiding-place in Chrift's wounds. 

Let us follow the example of Noah, who when he 
faw the flood coming, took warning, and prepared 
an ark forfaving himfelf and his houiehold, Heb. xi. 
7. Let us even imitate the Egyptians that feared the 
Lord; they; when warned of the dreadful ftorm of 
hail that was coming on the land, made their fer- 
vants and cattle to flee into the houfes, Exod .ix. 20. 
God hath in mercy provided chambers for his peo- 
ple to hide themfelvesin when ftorms are coming, 
even the chambers of his atributes and proinifes, 
and the chambers of Chrift's wounds and intercef- 
iioii ; in thefe only we can find fafety : let us then 
enter into them by faith, when he invites us, Ifa. xxvi. 
20, 21. 

Seeing, in thefe evil days, we have fo many har- 
bingers and forerunners of death before our eyes, it 
will be highly our wifdom to keep ourfelves ftill in a 
waiting posture, always ready and willing to die. — 
What is there in this weary land to tempt us to de- 
fireto abidein it? Isit not a land overwhelmed with 
B 
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fin and forrow? O believers, are you tofled with tem- 
peftshere; Seek the wings of a dove, that you may 
flee away, and be at reft. Be habitually defiring to 
depart, that you may be with Chriih Sure ly for you 
to die is gain, yea, infinite gain! What are the im- 
aginary pleafures of this world to the real happinefs 
of the next? Though the ftrugglesofdeathbe griev- 
ous to nature, yet the gain of dying ihould reconcile 
you to it. You do not hick at the trouble of puttinn- 
off your clothes at night' to gain a little reft to your 
bodies; and why ihould you ftick at unclothing your- 
felves of the garment of ileih at God's call, to gain 
evcrlafting reft to your fouls, and the fruition of 
Chrift's glorious prefence forever? Let the thoughts 
of this gain put you upon ufing all means to get 
your hearts weaned from the love of the world, and 
its comforts. Keep the mantle of earthly enjoy- 
ments hanging loofe about you, efpecially in thefe 
calamitous times, that fo it may be ealiiy dropt when 
death comes to carry you to the eternal world. O 
for more of the lively faith of that world, and of him 
that is the Lord and purchaser of it ! But feeing this 
fubitct is more largely infilled on in the bookitfelf, I 
ihall add no more here upon it. Only I lhall fub- 
join a collection of fome fweet and comfortable texts 
oficripture, very proper for dying believers to med- 
itate and feed on by faith, to grip to and plead with 
God, and fuck confplation from, when they have a 
near proi'pecc of going through the dark valley, and 
entering into the unknown regions of eternity. God's, 
wo£d will then be our hope. 

■?■ >:• * -?:- * * * # :•• 
* -:;:- * ■ * * * 

Comfortdble Texts for Dying Believers, 

COME unto me all ye that labour, and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you reft, Matth. xi. 28. 
Kirn thatcometh to me, I will in no wife call out, 
John vi. 37. 

In my lather's houfe are many manfions; if it 
were not £0, 1 would have told you; I go to pre] 
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a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place 

ibr you, I will come again, and receive yon to my- 

relf, that where I am, there ve may be alto, T 

• 2 >3 
B« 

CI 

men. --.wi iu, tunic i.uiu jcius, iicv. .x.xii. j.v. 

There remaineth a reft to the people of God, ; 
iv. 9. 

I have waited for thy faivation, O Lord, Gen. 

xlix. 18. 

Lord, new Jetteft thou thy fervant depart in 
peace. For mine eyes have feeh thy i 
Luke ii. 29, 30. 

He is the rock, and his work is perfect. ! 
xxxii. 4. 

The Lord will perfect that which concerneth me 
PfaT.cxxxviii. 8. 

Being confident that he Which hath begun a 

good work in you, will perform it uritil the day of 
jefus Chrift, Philip. 1. 6. 

I know that my Redeemer liveth, i.nd that he 
fhall ftand at the latter day upon the earth. And 
though after my fkin, worms deftroy this body v£t 
in my fiefii mall I lee God; whom I mall lee' for 
myfelr, and mine eyes mail behold, and not anoth- 
er; though my reins be confirmed within me lob 
xix. 25, 26, 27. ' 

Although my houfe be not fo with God; yet 
he hath made with me an everlaftin? covenant 
ordered in all things fare? for this is°ail my fal- 
vation, and all my defire, 2 Sam. sxiii. 4. 

Yea, though* I walk through the valley of the 
fhadow of death, I will fear no evil; for thou art 
with me, Pial. xxiii. 4. 

Into thine hand I commit my fpirit: thou haft re- 
deemed me, O Lord God of truth, Pfal/xx: 

For this God is our God for ever arid ever he 
wilibe our guide even unto death, Pfal. xlviii. [ , ' 

Thou malt guide me with thy coun 
B 2 
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wards receive me to glory. Whom have 1 in he; 
at thee.? and there is none upon earth that 1 
iee. My flefli and my heart faileth: 
od is the ftrength of my heart, xm\ my por- 
or ever. Pfal. lxxiii. 24,25, 26. 

of God are a broken fpirit: a bro- 
ken and a < heart, O God, thou wilt not de- 
.17. 
O that I had like a dove* for then would 
I Piy away,aad be at reft. 1 would haften my ef- 
s windy ftorm and temped, Pfal. lv. 



ye have lien among the pots , yet mall ye 
,ving8 of a dove covered with iilver, and 
. is w'ith yellow gold, Pfal. lxviii. 13. 
blood of Jefus Chrift his fon cleanieth us 
all iin, 1 John 1.7. 1 

boldnefs to enter into the holieft by the 
of Jefus, Heb. x. 19" 

Grid, I will never leave thee nor forlake 
us Chrift, the fame yefterday, to-day and 
er, Heb. :dii. 5. 8. 

oeth not his anger forever, becauie lie oe- 
rcy,Micah'vii. 18 
he day me, yet will I truft in him, Job 

allthe Gentiles truft, MattfLxiuai. 
. re all they that put their truft in him, 

/eth our frame, he remembereth that we 

are duft, ■ J 4- ' , T ., .. . 

it,Iv/ouli job vn. t6. 

ia tifour earthly houfe of this taber- 
folved, we have afcuilding of G 
[ewith hands, eternal in the hea 
We are willing rather to he abfent from the 
and prefent with the Lord, 2 Cor. y. 1. 8 

For me to live is Chrift, and to die is gam. 
Hvmtca deiire to depart, and to be with Chrift; 
far letter. Philip, i. 21.23. 
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And now, Lord, what wait I for? my hope is in 
thee, Pfalm xxxix. 7. 

My beloved is nine, and I am his. His left hand 
is under my head, and his right hand doth em 
me. Awake, O north wind, and come thou fouth 
blow upon my garden, that the fpices thereof may 
flow out: let my beloved come into his gar Jen, and 
eat his pleafant fruits. Until the day break, and 
fhadows flee away; Make hafte, my beloved, and 
02 thou like to a roe or a young hart on the moun- 
tains of fpices, Cant. ii. 6, 16, 17. and iv. 16. and 
viii. 14. 

O death, where is thy (ling? O grave, where is 
thy victory ? But thanks be to God, which gryeth us 
the victory, through our Lord Jefus Chriii, 1 Cor. 
xv. 55. 57. 

The tune of my departure is at hand, I have fc 
a good fight, I have finifhed my conrfe, I have kept 
the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me a 
crown of righteoufnefs, which the Lord, the righte- 
ous Judge liiall give me at that day ; and not to me 
only, but unto ail them alio that love his appea 
2, Tim. iv. 5, 7, 8. 

The day of death is better than the day of one's 
birth, Ecclef. vii. 1. 

And God fhall wipe away all tears from thci; 
eyes, and there mail be no more death, neither for- 
ro w , nor crying, neither fhall there be any more pain , 
for the former things are paifed away, lie v. Xxi. 4. 

This is a faithful faying and worthy of all accep- 
tation, that Chrift Jefus came into the world to 
faye fanners, of whom I am chief 1 Tim. i. 15. 

God fo loved the world, that he gave his only be- 
gotten fen, that whofoever beiieve'eh in him i.iovl 
not pehih, but have everlahing life, John hi. 16. 

For he hath made him to be fin for is, who knew 
no fm ; that we might be made the righteoufnefs of 
God in him, 2 Cor v. . 21. 

Thanks be unto God for his unfpeakable gift 2 
Cor. i*< 15. 

8 3 
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Blelledbe the Lord God of Ifrael, for he hath 

redeemed his people, and hath railed up 

rn oi~ falvation for us in the houfe of his fervant 

:. Luke i. 68, 69. 

m which fieep in Jefus, will God bring w ith 

i inn. ' I we be caught up togetoer with them 

e clouds to meet die Lord in the*alr; and fo 

. with the Lord, 1 Theff. iv. 14, 17. 

Unto him that loved us, and waihed us from our 

his own blood, &c. Worthy is the Lamb that 

tin, to receive power, and glory, Rev. i. 5. and 

V. 12. 

Know that we have palled from death unto 

life, bee?. ufc wc love the brethren, 1 John hi. 4. 

I ancrperfuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor 

s, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 

1 r, northings to come, nor height, nor depth, 

y other creature, fhall be able to feparate us 

from the love of God which is in Chrift jefus our 

Lord, Rom. viii. 38, 39. 

I know whom I have believed, and lam perfuaded 
that he is able to keep that which I have eommited 
unto him, againft that day, 2 Tim. i 12. 

I count all things but lofs and dung, that I may 
w in Chrift, and be found in him, not having mine 
own righteoufhefs, &c. Philip, iii. 8. 9. 
Chrift Jefus who of God is made unto us wifdom 
and righteoufnefs, an fanciification, and redemp- 
tion, 1 Cor. i. 30. 

We rejoice in Chrift Jefus, and have no confidence 
in the fieih, Phiiip. iii. 3. 

Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made" 
us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the 
faints in light, Col. i. 12. 

Behold, he cometh .with clouds; and every eye 
fhall fee him. Amen. Even fo, come Lord Jefus, 
Rev. i. 7. and xxii. 20. 

Dwtdee, 5th June 1741, 
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Some of the Author's Dying Ejaculations, as they were 
•written by him/elf a few days before he died, and left 
with his Bible lying on his pillow, the — day of may, 
1750. 

OLet ma fieep in Jefus ! 
I would not live always in this evil \ 
thathas little in it tempting, and i'eems full to grow 
w one, and where the torrent of (in and backfl 
leeins to grow Wronger. 

I would defire to depart, and to be with Chrift, 
which is far better than to be here. I am willing 
rather to be abfentfrom the body, and prefent with 
die Lord. Whom have I in heaven but thee? and 
there is none upon earth I defire befidea thee: for 
though my heart, Itrength, and flelh fail;yet the 
Lord will be the llrength of my heart, and my por- 
tion for ever. 

Now, Lord, what wait I for; my hope is in thee; 
I have waited for thy falvation, O Lord. 

for Simeon's frame, to be faying,"Lord, now 
letteft thou thy fervant depart in peace, for mine 
eyes have feen thy falvation." 

When Chrift fays, "Surely I come quickly;" 
may my foul anfwer, "Even Co, come Lord Jefus." 

1 am living on the righteoufnefs of Chrilt, yea 
dying in the Lord. Even fo come. I am detain- 
ed here upon the more, waiting for a fair wind to 
carry me over this Jorddn. I have waited, and 
will wait for thy falvation, O Lord. The Lord is 
a Rock, and his work is perfect: Lord, perfect what 
conccrneth me. 

that I coidd fay with Paul," The time of my 
departure is at hand. I have kept the faith, I have 
fought the good fight, I have run my race, I have 
finilhed my courfe ; henceforch is laid up for me a 
crown of righteoufnefs, which the righteous Lord 
will give me at his coming." 

1 am vile and polluted, O how lhall I be cleanfed ! 
But that is a comfortabe promife, "The blood of 
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Jefus Chrifthis Son cleanfeth us from all fin." And 
ioh that, "Though ye have lain among the :■ 
J e fhall be as doves, whole wings are covered with 
iilver, and their feathers with yellow gold." 

I refolve to obey, to fubmit to the Lord's will, to 
die like Mo; Varon, the one at mount Her, 

the other at mount Abarim. They went up, and 
died there at the command of the L* 

O that when my flefh and flrength fail, God may 
be the ftrength of my heart, and my portion for 
ever! When now the keepers of the hotife do 
tremble, O that God may be the keeper] when the 
grinders ccafe, bcaufe they are few, O that God 
dd feed my foul with manna, id need none 

of thefe implements ! when the daughters of mafic 
are br ought low, O to be fittedforthe heavenly muf- 
ic above! when the lookers out at the windows are 
darkend, O that my foul may be enlightened to fee 
Jefus my Redeemer, 

Lord, help the unbelief and infidelity of my heart; 
and help to more of the faith of a rifen Jefus, and 
afcended Redeemer. O let me believe and feel the 
fweetnefs of that word of Chrift, "I afcend to my 
Father and your Father, and to my God and your 
God." 

O how ihall fuch an unholy creature as I prefume 
into fuch a pure and holy place ! But as the apoftle has 
dit us, we may have boldncfs to enter into the 
holieft of all by the blood cf Jefus. 

O that when the time of my laft combat comes 
with my laft enemy death, I may be helped above 
all to take the fliield of faith, where I may lie re- 
lieved from the fting of death, and may quench the 
fiery darts of the wicked one. 

O that I maybe helped to adore the fovereignty of 
God, kifs his rod, and humbly fubmit to it. Save me 
from both extremes; let me nc\ er defpife the chaft- 
ning oftheLord,nor faint when lam rebuked of him. 

Now the prince ofdarknefs will ftudy to raii'e tem- 
pefts of temptations to lhipwreck the poor weather 
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beaten veflel of my foul, when it would enter into 
the harbour of re it above; may Chrift come to be- 
pilot, (leer the helm, and it fluid be fafe. 

O for more faith ! may my faith ripen to a full 
aifurance, that I may go oft' the ftage rejoicing, and 
that an abundant entrance may be miniftered to me 
into the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrii't 

O for more faith, that I may die like Simoon when 
he had Chrift in his arms, faying. " Now let thy fer- 
vant depart in peace, mine eyes have ken thylalva- 
tion." 

Lord, one fmile of thy countenance would baniih 
away all my doubts and Fears, and make me fing in 
pains. 

Is my Redeemer gone to prepare a place for us? 
why fliouldl be fo flothful to follow his fteps, when 
he is faying, Come up hither; come up, dwell here; 
come up, reign here; come up, ling here? 

O Lord, deliver my foul from death, mine eyes 
from tears, and my feet from failing. O fave me 
from the horrible pit, draw me out of the miry clay, 
fetmyfeet upon a rock, and eftabliih my goings, and 
put a new fong in my mouth. 

O give grace to ftrive by faith and prayer to enter 
in at the ftrait gate. Lord, thou haft bid me knock, 
and it fhall be opened; afk, and ye fhall receive; 
feek, and ye fhall find. Lord, I knock, open u 
me;Lord, I would be in, I muft be hi; let me but 
in over the threshold; let me in wit t of my 

Redeemer's face, within fight of the £miles of 
countenance' let me within hearing of the - 
the Redeemed ; let me get to the outfule or t 
©railing company ; I will be well enough if I get in. 
Lord, in I mull be, out I cannot ftay: O lhut me 
r.o: out with {"wearers Sabbath breakers, and profane 
perfons. Lord, I never chufed their company while 
in this world: Lord, do not gather my foul with 
finners hereafter. 

The redeemed are gathering, and the wicked are 
gathering, Lord, gather me with thy flock: they are 
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faft agathering.; the church's head is gone; he) 
left the earth, and entered into his glory ; □ 
thren and friends, many of them have arrived whei'e 
he is; I am yet behind. O how great is the differ; 
ence betwixt my hate and theirs. I am groaning 
out my complaint, they are iinging God's praife I 
am in darknefs, and cannot fee thy face, but they 
behold thee face to face: O mould I be fatisfied to 
ftay behind, when my friends are gone! Shall I wan- 
der here in a hungry defart, when they are triumph- 
ing ; id dividing the fpoil? O help me to 
look after them with a itedfah eye, and cry, U Lord, 
how long- ! 

O heavenly Father, draw me after Jefus; for none 
can come to him without thy aid. O Father, dra 
me up there where he is,and I will mount up as on 
eagle's wings. O draw me; and when thou feem- 
eft to fly from me, Lord, enable me to follow hard 
after thee. 

O thou who remembereft the dying theif, when 
on the way to thy kingdom, O remember me when 
now ieated in thy kingdom, and fay to my foul, when 
I am dying, "This day fhalt thou be with me in 
paradife." 

Lord, I am called to the work I never did, O give 
me the ftrength I never had. O flrengthen me like 
Samfon for this once, when at death, to pull do . 
the ftrong holds of fin in me. Lord, wa-h away my 
fins in the blood of Chrift, and then my foul fhall not 
in the oceaa of thy wrath. 

O what is my life but a vapour! a fand glafs of 
fixty or feventy years ! O how fall does it run down.' 
howfoonruns it out! Vain, vain is the love of life! 
O give me grace to overcome the love of life, and the 
fear of death. O for more patience and lefs fret- 
ting. If the damned had hope of being faved from 
heil after a thoufand years of my pain, how willii 
ly would they endure it ? be God, my pains 

are not hell, their hate not mine. 

.', draw near to me, and hxe me ; my body 
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nil of trattble, and my life draws near to the grave. 
I3u hy loving-kindnefs is better than life: O 

Inefs lure to me, audi -will will- 
ingly life. 

«..:. tnat I coi Id mal e ail the world fee the beau- 
ty of my precious and adorable Saviour. 

Nothing but an in Chrift can give peace in 

life, or comfort in death. He is the chief among ten 
thoufand, and altogether lovely. My body is in part 
dea..!, but i know, I cannot die eternally v hile Jefus 
lives. I-muft go down to the grave; but whal 
the grave; it is but a refining pot I our 

lay in it, it is but a bed of rofes. '* He is the rote of 
Sharon, and the lily oi' the valley. 
It was his free grace that drew me and made me 
willing in the day of his power; no delire, no merit 
in me, it was all free and undeserving. 

let the chaftifement of my body be the medicine 
of my Lul, to cure me of fin, and bring me to fincerc 

pentance for it: for Chrift was wounded for our 
tranfareiuons- he was bruifed for our inioitiues; the 
chaftifement of our peace was upon him. 

Lord remember the chaftifement of Chrift for fin, 
and let my pains be the chaftifement of a father, and 
not the wounds of an enemy. Let ChriiVs fufferings 
mitigate mire. 

1 rejoice in the profpect of that glorious inherit- 
ance referved iai'e. I could not comfortably enter 
eternity any other way but in and through this God- 
man Mediator; if he was not God as well as man, 
I could not be fupported, but he is God. 

Oh, this precious Saviour, he is my all in all; he 
is my all fulhcicnt good, my portion, and my choice; 
in him my vaft deftres are fulfilled, and all my 
powers rejoice; I am travelling through a wilder- 
nefs to a city of habitation, whofe builder and maker 
is God. 

Oil, delightful thought! that I, who was going 
on in fin, fhould be plucked as a brand out of the 
burning. Oh how will they lie on a death-bed 
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who have nothing but their own works to fly to! 
with only this to depend on, 1 mould be the molt 
miferable of all creatures; but the long white robe 
of my redeemer'-s ri hteoufnefs, is all my defire. 
They are truly (defied, they alone are happy who 
are enabled to i lie garment of celerhal glory, 

which never w axeth old, in tie illuftrious robts of a 
Saviour's confummate righteoufnefs which are in- 
corruptible and immortal. This is a robe which 
hides every fin, of thought, word, or deed, that I 
committed. Oh how unfpeakably happy are they, 
who arc juftified by this all-perfect righteoufnefs of 
the Lord jefus Chrift, and who therein can conftant- 
ly triumph and glory ] 

Lord, I live upon Chrift, I live upon his righ- 
teoufnefs, I live upon his blood and merits; yea I 
die alio leaning wholly upon this bottom. It is not 
paft experiences or manifeftations I depend upon- 
it is Chrift a prefent all-fufficient Saviour, and per- 
fect righteoufnefs in him, I look to. All my attain- 
ments are but lofs and dung betides him. 

When I find myfelf polluted, I go to this foun- 
tain for deaniing. Lord, give me delight in ap- 
proaching to thee; delight to be at a throne of 
grace. O that I could make my bed there, lie and 
die there. 

The kingdom of heaven fuffers violence, and the 
violent take it by force. O for ftrength to offer a 
holy violence by faith and prayer, 

" Thus the Author died as he lived, teftifying the 
power of religion upon himfelf; and that at a 
time when men have molt need of its comforts 
The foregoing words are tranferibed from his 
own manufcript, now lying in the hands of Mr 
Bell, minifter at Aberbrothock." 

WILLIAM BELL. 
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AFFLICTED MAN 1 * COMPANION: 

O R 

A Directory for a Family or Per/on under Affittlon, 
by Sicknefs or otherwife. 

* **#-*#^#-**#*-**£:<c-**- 

THE INTRDUCTION. 

MAN, when be firfi dropt from his Maker's 
hands, was a holy and innocent creature, 
pure from Tin, and confequently free from ficknefs, 
and trouble, enjoying uninterrupted health and pro- 
fperity both in body and foul. But nofooner was he 
tainted with iin, but he became liable to all forts of 
miferies, temporal, fpiritual, and eternal: his foul 
being the refidence of fins and lulls, his body turned 
the receptacle of ficknefs and defeafes. And feeing 
God's own children have the relicks of fin and cor- 
ruption in them, while in this world, they are not to 
expect exemption from fuch afflictions; and the infi- 
nitely wife God fees meet to make ufe of bodily dif- 
te.npcrs to correct the corruptions, and try the graces 
of ins people, and to promote both their fpiritual 
and eternal advantage. Hence it is faid of Lazarus, 
John xi. 3. "Behold, he whome thou loveft. niick." 
He was beloved,^ and yet fick. It is.no rarj thing; 
for the dearelt of God's faints to be put to chatter 
like cranes, and mourn like doves, by reafon of fore 
ficknefs; as liezekiah did, Ifa. xxxviii. 14. *Sanc- 
C 
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.1 and healthy fouls may be matched with weak 
and fickly bodies, as was Gaiv.s, 3 John 2. Not- 
withstanding the cafe is fometimes molt trying and 
ex.erciilug to the belt of God's people: and they are 
never more ready to queftian God's love or quar- 
rel with his providence, than under heavy licknefs 
and bodily diilrefs. It is therefore highly the con- 
cernment of all, whether families or private perfons, 
to inquire how they •ought to behave under or after 
afflicting ficknefs; and how they iliall provide for 
ibch an evil time before it comes. And for the help 
of ail that deiire inflrucikm in this matter, I have 
written the follow ing directory ; which, for method's 
fake, I lhall divide into feveral chapters. 

I. I lhall give fome general directions to all fami- 
lies and perfons viflted with lickneis and afUiction. 

II. Some particular directions to thofe who are 
fliarply afflicted with fore licknefs and long trouble. 

III. Directions to the children of God under fick- 
nefs. 

IV. Directions to unregenerate perfons under 
licknefs. 

V. Directions to the people of God, when recov- 
ered from licknefs. 

VI. Directions to unrenewed perfons recovered 
from lickneis. 

VII. Directions to thofe lick perfons, who are 
apparently in a dying condition. 

VIII. Directions to the relations, acquaintances 
and neighbours of the fick, who are themfelves in 
health for the time. 

N.B. Let it be remembered, that what I fay to 
thofe vifittd with ficknefs, is hkewife applicable to 
air other afflicted perfons, whatever their diflrefs be. 
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CHAP. I. 

Containing general directions to all families and 

perfons vifited with ficknefs. 
Direct, i Diligently Inquire into the ends and de- 

Jigns, for which nfually God fends ficknefs and 

afflictions upon perfons. 

AN infinitely holy and gracious God hath vari- 
ous and wife ends in afiiicHng the children ot 
men, whether they be converted or unconverted ; 
which ought to be duly confidered by all, and eipe- 
■cially by thofe who are vifited with ilcknefs ; lbme 
v hereof I fhall inflance. 

I. God villts with ilcknefs, to cauie carelefs Tin- 
ners bethink thcmfelves concerning their fouls eitate 
and condition, who perhaps had never a ferious 
thought about it before. There are many who, 
when in health and ftrength, are {o intent upon the 
pleafures and profits of the world, that they mind 
nothing elfe ; all the warnings, exortations, and 
counfels of minifters, teachers, and friends, are loit 
upon them: They cannot endure to entertain a 
thought of God, of the foul, of death, of heaven, of 
hell, or of judgment to come; till God doth call 
-them into fome ilcknefs or bodily diftrefs ; and then, 
fometimes, they begin, with the prodigal, to come 
to themfelves, and bethink themfelves, concerning 
their fouls, and a future life. Now, this is God's 
delign, 1 Kings viii. 47. u If they bethink themfelves 
" in the land whether they are carried captives, and 
repent, " &c. By ficknefs, God gives a man. that 
before was wholy diverted from foul matters by bu- 
fiuefs, company, and pleafures, occadon to bethink 
himfelf. The man is now confined to his chamber, 
is deprived of his former company and diverftons, 
and fo gets time and leafure to commune with hjs 
own heart, and reflect on his former ways, and to 
hear what confeiene ipeaks concerning a judgement 
day, and a world to come, and the need of a Sav- 
iour. And fo by the bleiling of God upon ftich af- 
flictions, not a few have begun their firft acquaint- 
C 2 ' 
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ance with God and Chrift, ar.d ferious religion 
Nay, the furnace is Chrift'sufual work-houfe, where 
he has formed the moil excelent veffels of honour 
and praiie, Ifa. xlviii. 10. '* I have chofen thee in 
the furnace of affliction." Manaffeh, the Prodigal, 
Paul, and the jailor, were all chofen there. 

II. God vilits us with ficknefs, in order to inftruft 
and teach us thefe things we know not, Pfal. xcvi. 
12. It was a faying of Luther, Schola cruris eft 
fchola lucis. And indeed the fchool of affliction is 
the place where many of Zion's fcholars have made 
good proficency in fpiritual and experimental 
knowledge. — Now, there are feveral remarkable 
lelfons which God would teach us by the rod. 

ift. Trie knowledge of God. It is faid of Ma- 
naffeh, 2 Chron. xxxiii. 12, 13. "When he was 
" brought to ami&ion, &c. then Manaffeh knew that 
the Lord he was God." Though Manaffeh was 
well educated, and early taught the knowledge of 
God, yet till now he knew not the Lord: But now 
he knew him in his power and greatnefs, his holi- 
nefs and hatred of lin; now he knew God in his 
goodnefs of mercy, and wondered that he had kept 
him fo long out of hell. 

zdly, Another lelton is the knowledge of ourfelves. 
In time of health and profperity, we are apt to for- 
get ourfelves, and our mortality; but ficknefs caufe - 
eth us to know that we are but men, and frail men, 
Pfal. ix. 20, that God hath an abfolute fovereignty 
over us, and can as eafily crufh us, as we do a moth. 

3dly, He teacheth us the emptinefs of the world. 
How vain a help is that, which fails a man in the 
time of his greatest need! and oft-times we fee, that 
worldly means and friends can neither give the leaft 
eafe to the bodies, nor comfort to the fouls of per- 
sons under ficknefs and diftrefs. 

4thly, Another leflbn is the great evil of fin 
which is the caufe of all fickneffes and difeafes 
whatsoever, 1 Cor xi. 30 " For this caufe many 
are weak and fickly among you." — Ah] what a 
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root of bitterrfefs mud that be, which brings forth 
iuch bitter fruit ! 

5thly, Hejheweth us the precioufnefs and excel- 
lency of Chrift and his promifes; which only can en- 
able aChriltian to rejoice in tribulation, and be eafy 
under the greateft pains and difeafes. There are 
many who are indifferent about Chrift in time of 
health, that when ficknefs comes, do change their 
note, and cry, O for an intereft in Chrift', above all 
things ! 

III. God fends fuch trials and diftrefTes, in order 
to mortify and kill fin in us. Ifa. xxvii. 9 ." By this 

[] the iniquity of Jacob be purged, and this is all 
the fruit to take away his fin." And indeed 1 
nefs and affliction, through the biciling of God. 
; tendency to weaken and fubdue our 

prevailing fins and lulls. O man, is thy heart turn- 
ed hard lb as thou art not fenfible of thy own fins, 
or of others fufferings ? God fees meet to try the 
lire of affliction, to fee if it will melt thy frozen heart. 
Haft thou undervalued health, and flighted thy 
mercies? Now God removes them from thee, that 
by the want of them, thoumayeft know the worth of 
them. Art thou turned proud and felf-conceited? 
God fends thee a thorn in the flelh, to prick the 
fwoln bladder of pride, that thou may ft not be puf- 
fed up above meafure ; God lays thee low upon 
thy bed, that thou may ft be lowly in thy heart. 
Doth love to the world prevail in thee ? God fends 
affliction to difcover its emptinefs, and wean thee 
from it. Art thou fallen fecure, dead, and for- 
mal? God fends affliction to awake thee, that thou 
may ft not deep the ileep of death. 

IV. God lends ficknefs, to awaken in us the 
fpirit of prayer and fupplication, and make us more 
earneft and importunate in oar addreffes to the 
throne of Grace. There is a great difference be- 
twixt our prayers in health and in ficknefs, betwixt 
our humiliations in profperity, and in adverfity. In 
profperity we pray heavinly and drowfily, but adver- 
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! for then would I fly atvay, and be a; 
be windy temp eft? 

VI. Gc the world bitter, 
Chrifl fweetto i&ions, he lets men 
fee, tl rk\ is nothing but vanity^ and vexa- 
tion of fpirit ; that riches avail not in the day of 
wrath : then t is-, that the/ may fee the infufficien- 
cy of the world tore . tl , as one faith, 
" A velvet flipper cannot cure the gout : a golden 

ach ; nor abed 
in a fever." And as the world 
r, fo Chrift grows fweet to the believer, 
e of cafe and health, Chrif* is often very 1 

forgot. As the difcipL , die the 

offered Chrift to fleep with them in 

the fhip, tl ght make their voyage 



but when they were 

tied, then the/ fee their need of 

: him, crying, Mafkr,fave us, or 

i all iseafy 

"d prone to fuffer Chri'ft to fleep with- 

md fo to the lively actings < : 

n d i tction begins to 
ready to be overwhelmed with 
en they cry, " None but Chrift, none but 
It." 
VII. God tryfts with ficknefs anddiftrefs,inori 
' ove his people's graces. 

Deut. viii. 2. Rev. ii. 10. Grace is hereby botl 
ed. ill. Such afflictions do ] 
the truth and lb. our graces, as they 

ferve to try if we love God for himfelf; if we can 
endure raid hold out in ferving him, waiting and de- 
upon him, notwithf landing of dii'courage- 
1 will fuffice for a lijpfle affliction, 
that will not fufficefor a great one. Peter had faith 
enough to come upon the fea at Chrift's call r but as 
foon as the waves n to fwell, his faith began to 

fail, and Ins feet to fink, till Chrift mercifully caught 
bold ofhim, laying, " O thou of little faith, where- 
fore didft thou doubt :" Ivlatth, xiv. 31. Little did 
Peter think his faith was fo weak till now. 

2cily. They tend to improve our graces alio, by 
quickening and flrengthening them. They ferve 
as a whetifcone to fharpen faith, fo as the foul is 
to renounce earthly Ihelters, and to clafp about 
God in Chrift, as its only refuge and portion. They 
excite to repentance and ferious mourning for fin ; 
£br,4ike the winter froft and fnows, they make the 
fallow ground of our heart more tender. They 
prompt us to heavenly mindednefs, felf denial, and 
patient waiting on God. Yea, the experience of 
God's people can atteft it, that Grace is never more 
lively, than under afHi&ion. David never found 
. er, as to hisfpiritual ftate, than when he 
was perfecuted and hunted as a patridge on the 
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mountains; and hence fays,, Pfal. cxix. 71. "It is 
good for me, that I have been afflicted." 

\ III. God's aim is, to awaken us to redeem 
to prepare for flitting, and clear up our evi- 
5 for heaven. In the time of health we are 
apt to triftle away time, to loiter inour journey, and 
forget that we are pilgrim^ on 1 ; where- 

fore God fends ficknefs as his meiienger, to mind 
i'eof. 
Now it highly concerns us, when ficknefs attacks 
us, to confider and meditate upon thefe ends for 
• God brings on diftrefs, and pray earneftly 
hey may be accomplilhed in us ; and io our 
ficknefs mall not be unto death (fpiritual or eternal) 
but to the glory of God, and good of our fouls. 

D j r e ct. 11. Let a!! who are vijited with ficknefs and 
difirefs fearcb for the Achan in the camp, and in- 
quire diligently what is the ground and caufe of 
God'' s controversy w ith them. 

IT hath been the practice of God's people in fcrip- 
ture times, to inquire into the caufe and mean- 
ings of God's rods which have been laid upon them. 
So David, 2 Sam. xxi. when the land of Ifrael was 
three years under the ftroke of famine, he enquired 
into the meaning of it. So Job is exceedingly de- 
firous to know why God let him up as a mark for 
his arrows, Job vii. 20. and hence it is that he makes 
that petition, Job x. 2. which is molt fuitable for eve- 
ry man in dirlrefs, 4i ihew me wherefore thou 
contended with me." 

I grant indeed, that God fometimes vifits his 
people with affliction, for the trial and exercife of 
their grace, and for their fpiritual inftruction, more 
than for the correction of their lin. But fin being; 
the original and foundation of all affliction. It is 
fafeft, when it is our own cafe, and moil acceptable 
to God. to look on fin as the procuring caufe. Or 
if our fins have not immediately procured the pre- 
fent affliction, yet the belt of God's children niuft 
own that they have at leaftdeferyed it. We fee the 
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fin of the Corinthians is mentioned as the cau(e of 
their (icknefs, 1 Cor. xi. 30. " For this caufe many- 
are weak and fickly among you." The Pfamift con- 
cludes the very fame thing, Pfal. cvii. 17. 18. M Fools 
" becaufe of their tranfgreilions, and their iniquities, 
" are afilicled their ibul abhorreth all manner of 
" meat: and they draw nigh unto the gates of 
death." But ordinarily, by ficknefs, the Lord points 
at fome one fin in us. more than another, fome Jo- 
nah in the Ihip, that hath raifed the ftorm, which 
the Lord, would have us to fearch out and throw 
over board without delay. 

Queft. But how mall we difcovcr and find out 
the particular fin for which God affiidls us with 
Iicknefs and diflrefs \ 

Anf. if}, ftudy the Lord's word and the chaftife- 
ments there recorded, which he hath inflicted upon 
people for their (ins ; and inquire if you be guilty 
of the like. Obferve what hath been God's mind to 
his people, and what fin he hath pointed out to them 
when they have been brought under fuch a rod ; 
and fo you may learn his mind to you, Rom. xv. 4. 
u For whatfoever things were written aforetime, 
were written for our learning." 

idly, Confider what is the fin which confcience doth 
molt of all accufe thee for, in thy moft ferious and 
fqlitary hours. Confcience is God's deputy, and thy 
boibm-monitor, whofe voice, perhaps, thou halt little 
regarded in the day of thy health, wherefore God 
hath fenta (harper nieiTenger, to fecond the voice of 
confcience. Hear now the voice of the rod, for it is 
the fame with the voice of confcience. In the day of 
profperity, carnal profits and pleafures made fuch a 
noife, that the voice of confcience could not be 
heard: wherefore God hath brought on thee thefilent 
nicrht of adveriity, that his deputy may obtain au- 
dience. Well then, give ear; what faith confci- 
ence now? may you not hear it faying, as Reuben 
to his brethren in diltrefs, " Spake I not to you in. 
the day of health, do not commit fuch a fin ? and do 
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rot delay repenting for fuch a fm; but you would not 
hear?" O man, let conference get a hearing at lattas 
it got with the patriarchs, when they were brought to 
diftrefs in Egypt, and made them to confefs their fin 
in felling of Jofeph, Gen. xlii. 21. " We are verily 
guilty concerning our brother, in that we law the an- 
guiih of his foul, when he befought us, and we would 
not hear: therefore is this diftrefs come upon us." 

3<//>>, Confider what are thefe evils, that others 
have obferved in you, whether they be friends or 
foes. Harken to what a chriftian friend noticcth in 
you, cither when fpeaking to you, or to others about 
•you. " Let the righteous finite me (faith David) 
and it (ball be a kindnefs." Yea do not difregard 
what evil enemies fay of you: as David got good 
by the malicious reproaches of Shemei, in the day 
ol his affliction, fo may you in the time of diftrefs ; 
for fometimes malice itfelfwill fpeak truth. Ene- 
mies are fharp-fighted to fpy out our faults, and fo 
may, through the divine blelling prove monitors to 
us, both with refped to fin and duty. 

47/;/}/, Confider the nature and circumftances of 
thy diftrefs, Oft.times the affliction is fo fuitable to 
the tran fgreffion, that we may clearly read our fin 
written on the forehead of our punilhment, as in the 
cafe of Abonibezek, and many others. And alfo 
you may be helped to find it out by the Lord's tim- 
ing of the rod to you. Was it fent when you was 
under much formality in duty? or when you Mas 
eagerly purfuing the things of the world? or when 
you was under the power of fiome prevailing lull or 
other? then the rod comes to reprove you, and 
awake you to fee the evil thereof. 

5///>', Confider what is the fin that hath been for- 
merly mod affrighting to thy thoughts, and perplex- 
ing to thy confeience, when tlvui haft been in the 
immediate view of death and a tribunal. It is very 
likely (if thou haft not truly repented of it) that 
is the (in which God now intei-ds to awake thee 
fpfeetheeyilof, that thou mayeft iincerely mourn 
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for, and turn from it, looking to God in Chrift for 
pardon aiui mercy. 

Objefl. Ah (faith one) it is my lot to die under a 
dumb and iilent rod, I do not underdand its lan- 
guage, I cannot hear its voice, I cannot find out the 
liu thatis pointed at by it ; whatcourfe mall I take? 

Anfiv. 1. Be deeply humbled under this trial, and 
bewail thy cafe before the Lord; for it very much 
aggravates the affliction to God's people, when they 
know that the language of it : Hence was it that 
Job lamented fo heavily, that his way was hid, and 
lie knew not the reafon of God's contending with 
him, Job iii, 23. 

2. A believers cafe may be fometimes fo dark 
that it requires a great deal of fpiritual art and wif- 
dom to enable him to hear the voice of the rod, and 
underdand its language. Hence it is faid, " He 
is a man of wifdom that feeth God's name upon 
it" Micah vi. 9. Now, this wifdom muft only come 
from above ; therefore. 

3. Go to God, and earneftly beg fcrthis wifdom, 
that you may know his mind, and the meaning of 
the rod. Do as llebekah, when the children ftrug- 
gled in her womb, ihe went to enquire of the Lord, 
faying, " Why am 1 thus ?" Gen. xxv. 22. Cry 
to God to give yon his fpirit, to teach and enfighten 
you to fee (in in this evil, and the particular evils you 
are guilty of. This was Job's courle in his aniic- 
tion } " fhew me (fays he) wherefore thou con- 
41 tended with me. That which I fee not, teach 
thou me. Make me to know my tranfgreihon and 
my fin. " There is no better way for a prifoner to 
know the reafon of his confinement, then to alk the 
magi ftr ate who committed him. God is a wife a- 
gent, and can give bed account of his own actions. 

4. If thou cand not rind oat the particular fin for 
with God afflicts thee, then labour to repent of eve- 
ry known iin, and cry for pardon, of every unknown 
and forgot ton lin alio. Y)o that out of wifdom, 
which Herod did out of malice, who becaufe he 
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could not find out the babe Jefus, killed all the chil- 
dren of Bethlehem, that he might be lire to kill-je- 
fus among them. Let us leek the utter ruin ;md 
death of all our fins, that we may be lure to deltroy 
that fin for which God afflicts us. 

5. Study to excrcife a itrong faith, anil a humble 
fubmillion, while God keeps you under the, lilent 
rod. Believe firmly, that God is jtift, though you 
know not what he contends. And however long he 
thinks fit to make you walk in the dark, reiblve hum- 
bly to wait on him, and commit yourfelf to him, 
who has many times guided the blind in the way 
they knew not. 



Direct. hi. When any fit of ftcknefs attacks yon, 
think ferioufly upon death y and maku deligcnt pre- 
paration/or it. 

I DO not mean that any man may delay the work 
of preparation for death, till licknefs cometh ; 
No, n »j this Ihould be the great and up-taking bi.fi- 
ne/s of every man in the time of his health and 
ftrength. But licknefs aud difeafes being the harbin- 
gers of death, and the meirengers fent from God to 
warn us of its coming ; every man is thereby called to 
renew the work of preparation for death, with all ear- 
neltnefs and application. God's voice by every fit 
of licknefs, is that in Deut. xxxii. 29. "• Othat they 
were wife, that they underftood this, that they would 
conlider their latter end ?" God knov.s oir folly, 
and readinefs to forget this great work in the day 
of health; and therefore, in his mercy, he fends, 
ficknefs and affliction, to teach us fo to number 
our days that we may apply our hearts to this peice 
of heavenly wifdom, of making preparation for death 
And here I mall drop, 1/?, Some motives to prcls 
it. idly. Adyice for the doing of it aright. 
I. For motives, conlider thefe things : 
iff. Confider God's mercy and paiience towards 
you ; in giving you fo many warnings, and fo many 
years to prepare for death ; and in fending his mef- 
lengers and warnings fo gently and gradually to excite 



a to this work ; when many younger and i\:\yr<- 
ger than you, arc hurried into eternity, and litltle or 
no time given them to think where they are go 
Have you not been fpared many years, in the u 
of dangers, when you have ieen that bold archer 
Peath (hooting his arrows, and killing thousands of 
your neighbours and friends round about you? 
Sometimes the arrow hath glance. \ ever your head 

I (lain fome great man, your (upe'rior: Sometimes 
it hath alighted at your feet, and cut of a chil ! or a 
fervant, your inferio ; ;ncs it h b; 

on youi left hand, and killed your enemy ) i 
times it hath pal right hand and killed 

your near relations. So that n friends 

and iocs, fuperiors and inferiors, relations and 
ilrangcrs dropping down dead round about you ; and 

this for a long tract of time, to ; 

| rcpare for death. O let the goodnefs and fork 
a nee of God, towards you, lead yon to repentance, 
and perfuade you to flee fpeedily to Clirdt, for refuge 
and protection from wrath. 

2dly, Confider how terrible death will b< 
meet you in an unprepared Ihte, in a Chriftlefsand 
impenitent condition. What a fearful change will 
it bring upon you! A. change from earth to : 
from hope to defpair, from pleafure to pain, fro,:,! 
comforts to terrors ; a change from the offers of grace, 
to the revelation of wrath : a change from prdbabili- 

, to utter impoilibllities of falvation. Death 
v. ill cut off all your hopes and expectations of mc r 
for ever, Job xxvii. 8. There is no coming back, to 
amend what hath been done amifs here; and there 
is no work nor device in the grave, whither you go. 
As the tree falls, i'o will it lie, through all eternity. 
. Ik I come to give fome advices, in order to the 
right preparation for death, i/?, Set about fcif-ex- 
aminatioh work. Inquire if you be m Chrift or 
not; if you be yet far oft from God, or if you be 
brought near by the blood of Jefus. And fee that 
you be impartial in this fearch, and willing to :" 
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out the truth of this important queftion. Be not 
faolilhly tender of yojurfelf, and apt to believe that 
you arc fafe, when it is not fo; for, this way, thou- 
sands do ruin thcmfelves. But be content to know 
the worft of your cafe, and thoroughly to und( 
Hand your foul's danger, that you may be moved 
to Lake the right way to efcape it. Wherefore take 
a view of the marks of Chriftlefs and unconverted 
perfons let down in God's word, and judge yourielf 
by them: And confider alfo the figns of true grace 
there recorded, and fee if they be applicable to you 
or not. 

2f//r, If after inquiry, you find your hate is bad 5 
that you have been a lover of the world, more than 
of God ; you have minded your body more than 
your foul : you have lived in the neglect of precious 
Chrift; allowed yourielf in known fin: O then be 
convinced of your inability to help yourfelf, and 
r need of Chrift to help you. And labour to be 
deeply humbled before God, under a fenfe of yonr 
lin and folly. " Ah, how foolilhly, how rebelhouf- 
ly, how un thankfully have I carried? I have abufed 
God's mercies, and left undone the work for which 
L was made, and preierved, and enjoyed the gofpcl. 
Oh! I had all my time given me, to make prepara- 
tion for endlefs eternity, and I have never minded 
it, till now that ficknefs, the harbinger of death, is 
come upon me: And now, what lhall I do to be 
laved?" Well, then, in order to convince and hum- 
ble you the more, call back your eyes upon the fins 
of your nature, and of your by pah life ; view them 
in their nature, number aggravations and deferv- 
£. O do not fo many years' fins need a very 
|p humiliation ? O do you not ftand greatly in 
need of fuch a perfon as Chrift, to be your Saviour 
and Ranfomei from fuch a vaft number of fins? O 
but their w eight will prefs you eternally down to the 
'ov. .it to yourfelf, and laid upon your 
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3^/y, O {inner, art thou dec-ply humbled, andde- 
firous of mercy upon any terms ? Believe then, that 
thy fake is not remedilefs, but that there is afacrifice 
provided for your fins, and an able and all i' 

iourin your offer. Believe that the Lord Jei 
Chrift is the Son of God, and become flefh to be a 
furety for you ; that he is both able and 

■ to the uttermoft all that come unto God 
,. Though , your dangers and your 

fears, were never fo great, yet he is able and willii 
to lave. O nee prcfently to this refuge city, wl 

open to receive you. Trhft your fouls up- 
on Chrift'? facrifice aril meritorious blood' for mer- 
cy and falvation. Apply humbly to him, 
may teach you the will of God, reconcile you to 

her, pardon your 1ms, renew you by his Spirit, 
and fave vou froai eternal wrath. 

4*%, Give up yourfelf to God in Chrift, by way 
of covenant and folemn refignation. Every . 
dotli this facramentally in baptifm; but you mult 
olfo renew it perfonally and explicitly, and thcr 
give a cordial and voluntary confent to the cove- 
nant of grace. Acquiefce cheerfully in the gofpel 
way of lalvation through Chrift and his righteous- 
s; and accept of God in Chrift, as thy portion. 
Lke choice of God thy Father, as thy re 
father in Chrift ; and God the ;>on, as thy 
tier and Savoi r ; and God the Holy Ghoft, 
SancYifier, Guide and Comf 
fe give up thyfelf, foul and body, and all d 
haft' to be the Lord's ; e , in Chrift's 

ftrength, to live for God, an 

newnefs of life. And ftudy to do all this deliber- 
ately, unfeignedly and cheerfully. Tho-. 
hips, you I: i dus, hypocritically ? at 

tes, you have profaned God's covenant, and 
behaved unfteadfcitly and perfidioufl 

iw endeavour to be fencers with God for 
once. 

D 2 
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$tkly, Be 11 \ ercife of faith and 

repentance : rem fts thereof iV - . , hj 

proportion to your id guiltin 

Cleave clofe to glorious Chrift, igh i'rieit and 

Surety, and be ever wafhing in his Mood. As long 
as yon are in the world, you'll need to waih yoi r 
feet, John xiii. 10. •' it will, li 

, .'.'ways loo' 
making ufe of Jeius Chrift. You have great need 
of Chrift every day of your life, more especially in 
iicknefs;but inoft of all at a dying hour. O what 
recti will you have of Chrift, then, as an Advocate 
with God, when the queftion is to be determined, 
"Where your manfion is to be ailigned, through all 
ti rnity, whether in heaven or hell ? O then, be 
looking always toChriJ^, with th# eye of faith. Live 
hi the conftant thoughts of this blefled Mediator. 
Let him be tirft in your thoughts, in the morning, 
and laft in your thoughts, at night. 

bthly, Be ftriving to mortify every lin and luff, 
both outward and inward. Be dying to lin daily, 
that To you may not die for lin eternally. O that 
fin may be daily lofing its ftrength, and dying in 
you ! io that it may be certainly dead before you. 
Pray earncftly, that your fins may die, before you 
die : For, if they die noc befoxeyou, but out-liv e the 
will l!ve eternally to fting and 
, -dying foul. 






; • usfcr recovery toheallh;bui 

■<fj, to t] : c wit 
J. 
|_J EMEMBER, O man, thou art the clay, and 
JIV God is the Porter: abfolute Lord 

thy life and times, therefore learn to ..dore his fove- 
over thee, and all thy enjoyments. D id 
d," Lord, my times are in thy 
i. 15. And indeed they are only 
rid, forhebeft knows how to difpofe of 
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Lord is a God of 

wait for him." Judgment there wifdom : 

The Lord is a God of wifdom, and Will order and 
time all things well ; and therefore it becom 
quietly to wait for his pjeafure, laying. ,, J he \, il] 
of the Lord be done." It- is taken notice of, as a 

fin in the Israelites, that they waited nc 
his counfel, but limitted the holy one of Ifrael, 
Pfal.lxxviii. 41. What an unaccountable folly and 
prefumption is it, for the worms of the earth, to leek 
ro Hint and limit the Sovereign of heaven, to their 
meafures ; It becomes us at all times, and efpi 
ly in ficki amicYion,to nave low, rubm 

o-hts oi ourfelves, and high exalted thoughts of 

gnty , fuch as Nebuchadnezzar 
iv. 3-7. k " And all the inhabitants of the earth 
are reputed as nothing: And he doth according to 
his will in the army of heaven, and among the in- 
habitants of the earth: and none can hay his hand, 
7 unto him, What clod: thou ?" We mould 
therefore refer all to his wile determination, and be 
willing: to die or live, as he iha'J be pleafed to ao- 
point. I remember 1 have read of a godly woman, 
who, in her licknefs, being alked by one, Whether 
fne was molt defirous to die, or to live ? She anfwer- 
ed, 'I have no choice in that matter, bat refer my- 
felF to the will of God.' k But, (laid the other) iup- 
pofc God ihouid refer it to you, whether to die or 
to live' which of them would you chooi'e ?' If God 
(replied me) ikould refer if to me, I would even re- 
fer it back again to him.' It becomes thee, O 
man, to be entirely reiigned to the will of thy 
Maker, and to hand like a fentinel in thy ftation, 
ready to move, as thy great General and Command- 
ed give order, concerning thee. It would be 
pleafant, and acceptable to God, to lee thee more 
defirous to be delivered from fin, than from licknefs, 
O but fin is a far worfe difeafe, than any lick n 
the world! beg importunately,. that the greatPJiy- 
fidan may cure this wofd ioul- dileafe, and let him 

D 5 
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Direct. VI Bi 

I '. Ms fir engtb, ic 

>; and to improve tie 
'Jballbefr 
. 

WHEN God is vifitingyonr iniquitiel . 
rod fading a controversy with you 

for your omifiions and ftacknefsin duty, he expe&s 
that you will return from your back-Hiding?, and fet 
about a ferious reformation and change of life. 
Hofea v 15. " I will go, and return to my place, 
till they acknowledge their offence, and feek my 
face : In their afiliction they will feek me early/' 
See then that you open your car to drfcipline : 
ftudy to aufwer God'? call and expectation, and in 
his firength refolve to enter upon a new \. 
,l Surely now it is meet to be faid unto God, I h 
borne cha;i;!\:;.,:cntr. I will not offend an} 
That which! ;' cc hot, teach - : If I haye 

done injquitv^ I will do id n< -> f . 

32. Now is the 

cairn, Hofea xiv. <L ''■What have I to do any 
mere with idols ? : ' 

Having duly examined yoi r felves, and fearched 
outyour fms, you ought to put a bill of divorce in- 
to each of their hands, beliberately refolve againlt 
all your fins, whether fecret, or open ; and efpecial- 
ly reiolve againft yoi g and beloved fins 

thefe fins of which do moft eaiily beiet you Ke- 
i'olve alio againft all-temptations to fm, and 
ularly againft the fnares of bad company whereby 
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you have been formerly enticed; fay now with 
David, Pfal, cxix. 115. '^Depart from me, ye evil 
doers: For I will keep the con ents of my 

Go . 

You nin ft not only propof 
alfo to mind every km y : that you will 

: .'"-■■ : 

»d, the ( r life; that you 

will let t te Lord . ore you, give 

heart in all d ities, aim at nearnefsandco 
witu God in every one of them ; and ftill pre' 
ward to the full enjoyment of God in h 
through eternity. 
Relblve alio, through grace, that you will, in a 

I manner, mind lii , whi 

of men do not obferve, fe duties which con- 

fcience doth alienge you for negle 

And you that are Loads ot" families, refolye to make 
more conference of fatnilv religion, ofwormipping 
God ies, both i even- 

ing; inftrucni children .1 in the 

know f Chrift; and reco - r religion 

and godlinefs to all round about you, whether rela- 
tions or Grangers. 

And if you would iff refolutions effectual, 

ice that they be accompanied with :nfe of 

youri ncy to p{ tern in your cvn 

:h. Bear always in mind the corruption and 
deceitfhlnefs of your own heart, and make all your 
refolutions in a humble dependence on the fuilicien- 
cy ofjefvrs Chrift your iur bferve the apo- 

tle Paul's advice to his fon Timothy, 2 Tim. ii. 1. 
" Be ftrong in the grace that is in Jefus Chrift." All 
your ftock, Obeliever, is in his hand, fo that without 
him you can do nothing; but, through Chrift 
ftrcngthening you, you are able to do all things. 
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Direct. VI. 

fairs 

FTER the heart is fet in order, the 
work is to Fet your houfein order, 
to God's counfel to Hezekiah, Ha. xxxviii. i. i 
recorded of the patriarch Abraham, that he ■ 

to fettle the affairs of his Family before hi:. 
, Gen. xxv. 5, 6. He difpofed of his eftate 
to Ifaac, and legacies to the ions of his cone 
I ; i -aiafault, that nien delay and put 

making their wills, as they do their repentance, to 
the very Lil>, and ibtoo frequently never make them 
atall. Conlider the evil of deferring or neglecting 
this neceflary affair : For if you, upon whom God 
hath beftowed means, fliall die intcllate, your eftate 
may defcend otherwise than yon intended ; much of 
it may be fpent in tedious and expenfive law-fuits: 
fuch differences may fail out among relations, that 
mould live in friendship and mutual affection, as 
cannot be healed ; feme of them may be reduced to 
extreme want, when z fmall legacy might have put 
them in a way of living : And many fuch incon- 
veniences may follow^ Well then, if your neglect 
fhould bring on thefe evils, and involve pollerity 
into endlefs ftrifes and contentions ; may you 1 
jultly fear that the guilt thereof will purfue you i 
another world, whole wren hed tarelcffncfs was the 
m of all that mifchief? 
Pray, what is the reafon that men put off this af- 
fair ? Is it not, becaufe they do not incline to think 
fo ferioufly on death, as this will occafion them to 
do ? Doth not this fmell of abominable earthly.- 
mindednefs, and fpeak as if a man defired all his 
portion in this life, and cared not for a better ? and 
that he is fo far from preparing for death, that he 
cannot endure to think of It? Alas that this worldly 
difpofition ihould fofar prevail among us ! Bui furely 
there is no wife man will fay, that the putting off 
the thoughts of death will keep death at the grea 



AffiWL . Companion. 45 

ice; for that preparing for death, and m 
• ills, will bring on death the (boner. 
it were furely beft to ordejf our affairs timeoufly ; 
yea, do it In time of health, rather than delay it un- 
to a lick bed, or a death-bed; for either you may 
be fnatched off fudderily, and have no time for it; 
or you may be taken with fuch a difte'mper as (hall 
your tongue, Co as you cannot exprefs your 
mind; or feize your underllanding, fo as you can« 
not rationally difpofe your effects. And though 
none of thefe mould happen, yet certainly it proves 
a great difturbance to a dying man, to be cafting 
up, ordering and fettling the affairs of his family, 
when he fho ild be fecuring a heavenly manfion for 
his f *» 1, and clearing up his evidences thereunto. 
It is great wifdom to put this affair by hand; that 
you may have as little to do with the world as may 
be, and all occasions of diftracYion to your immortal 
foul may be prevented, when it is hear to its hitting 
into an eternal and unchangeable Hate. 

Moreover, in fettling yonr fecular affairs, obferve 
thefe following advices. 1. Make your wills checr- 
lully, and freely lay down whatever you enjoy, 
when God calls you to it. Praife God that you 
had thefe things while you needed them ; and when 
you have no longer ufe for them, leave them ■ 
out repining, to thefe that come after yon. Look 
not back to Egypt, when you are upon your marcb 
to Canaan. 

idly, See that you deal juftly, in providing for 
your family, paying all your jail debts, and making 
restitution if you have wronged any. Abhor all de- 
figns of defrauding any of your lawful creditors: 
For, if your kill act. Ihould be unjuft, you leave a blot 
upon your name here; and fince you cannot repent 
of this wiakedneTs, it being among your laft d. 
you expofe yourfelf to a fearful doom in the world 
whither you are going. 

■zdly, In fettling your eftate*, fee that God and 
to be not fo rgo t nor left ou t. W hen 
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are leaving the world, and can glorify God no loi 
er here by your words or !ce to honor the 

Lord with your fubftance, by leaving fome j 
thereof to a pious and charitable ufe. I know, it 
is a work of charity to give for maintaining the 

lies of the poor; and efpecially the poor of God'a 
people, who belong to his family; But it is much 

re pious and charitable, to leave fomewhat for 
propagating Christian knowledge in dark places, lor 
educating poor children to read the fcriptures, and 
mftrutting ignorant fouls in the knowledge of Jefus 
Chrift. It is much to be lamented, that fo many 
rich men among us die, and leave nothing to fuch 
pious ufes. The liberality of pnpills on their deal 
beds, may give a iharp challenge to many profelfed 
protectants. O what a Ihame it is to the proreflbrs 
of the doctrine of grace, that the falfe doctrines of 
merit and purgatory lhould produce Co many dona- 
s and mortifications among the papifts, and the 
faith of Chrift's mult glorious gofpel mould not do 
the like among true believers ! Shall the proud con- 
ceit of merit, and the imaginary fear of purgatory., 
prompt men to do more this way, than the certain 
perfuafion of the love of God in Chrift, and I 
well grounded hope of eternal life through the alone 

•its of Jefus Chrift ? O what a reproach is this to 

;ion ! 

. -, It might be much to the glory of God, and 

good of fouls, that a great part of our teftaments 

and lhould coniilt of folcmn charges 

I exortations and blellings to our children, or 
thofe to whom we bequeath any legacy; fo as 

y- can never open our teftaments, or look into 
them, but they might hear fomething that may m 
impreflions on their fouls, for their fpiritual edifica- 
tion, and for qi icl ening them to the diligent p 
of both family and perfonal godlin< . 
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CHAPTER. II. 

Containing Tome particular Directions to thofe 
who are fharply airiicted with Sicknefs and 
long Trouble. 

Direct. I. Jiftfy Cod in the great eft cffllcllcns 
-cjr::ch befal you. 

THOUGH God mould condemn you, fee that 
you acquit him, and lay, he is righteous in all 
alings. When the church was under the 
eftdiftrefs, Ihe finds caufe to juftify God, Lam. 
i. 18. "The Lord is righteous, for I have 1 

gainlt his commandment." So doth godly 
Nehemiah, Nell, ix. 33. "Howbeit thou art juit in 
all that is brought upon us; for thou haft done 
right, but we have done wickedly." The fame doth 
holy David acknowledge, Pfal. cxix. 75. "I know 
O Lord, that thy judgments are right, and that in 
faithfulnefs thou haft afflicted me." Now, in order 
to bring you to this agreeable frame, and to convince 
you of the equity and jullice of God in his difpenfa- 
tion.s, however heavy and long your diftrefs be, I 
lhall lay before you the following confederations : 

1/?, Confider the infinitely holy and righteous na- 
ture of that God whofmiteth thee, Pfal. cxix' 137. 
*■' Righteous art thou, O Lord: and upright are thy 
judgments." We prefume it of a righteous man, 
that he will do righteous things ; and mall we not 
much more believe fo of a holy and righteous God? 
We cannot be infalibly certain that a righteous 
man will always do foj for a righteous man may 
leave his righteoufnefs, becaufe the creature is mu- 
table: but uod is immutably righteous; fo that we 
may be confident of it, that the Judge of all the 
earth will do right, for it is knpoflible he can do 
otherwife, Zech. in. 5- "The juft Lord is in the 
thereof, he will not do iniquity." He will 
notjhc cannot ; for it is contrary to his nature. 
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idly, Confiderthat God never brii 

n without a caufe, i Cor. xL 30. 4k For this 
many are fick." He hath Hill juft ground 
for the fiea >n, from 1 

cations, and n - thee, as to Ifrael, 

jcr. ii. 17. 19. " 1 aft thou rod red this unto 

If, in that thou haft forfaken the Lorb thy God, 
1 he led thee by the way ? 1 
nefs iliall correct thee, and thy backflidings ihal! re- 
prove thee: know therefore, and i'ee, that it is an 
evil tiling and bitter, that thou halt forfaken the 
Lord." There is ili'd ground enough for al'iiic- 
tion to be i'owwd in the belt of God's people; and 
therefore it is laid, Lam. hi. 33. For lie doth not 
willingly, nor grieve the children ofmen." 
No ; it is our tins that oblige him to it. As Chrift 
whipped the fellers of oxen and fneep, out of the 
temple with a whip (as is generally thought) made 
of their own cords: fo God never fcourgethus bur 
with a whip made of our own fins, rrpv. v. 22 
" His own iniquities fliall take the wicked himfelf, 
and he fhall 1x2 holden with the cords of his fins." If 
weconbder the mighty God as a Lord difpenftng 
grace, then we find he acts fovereignly, and accord- 
ing to his will and plcafure, Matth, xi. 26. " Even 
Id, Father, for fo it feemeth good in thy fight.'* 
But, if we cbnfider him as a Judge difpenfing judg- 
ments, he never doth it without a foregoing caufe on 
the creatures's part. God's trcafure of mercy is al- 
ways full and ready to be let out to them that leek 
it; but his treafure of wrath is empty till men fill it 
up by their fins, Rom. ii. 16. u Thou treafureft up 
to thyfelf wrath againft the clay of wrath." We 
do always provide fewel for God's wrath before it 
kindle and break out upon us. 

odiy, Confider fatrher thisinflance of God's equi- 
ty, that when there is a caufe given, God doth not 
prefently take it, bit continues to threaten oft, and 
warn long, before he execute the fentence of his 
word, he fcvV* leuer flrokes as warnings of great- 
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er, If we repent not ; and he repeats his warnings 
many times both by his word and providence, be- 
fore he finite. Yea, even when repeated warnings 
are {lighted, he delays a .! waits to be 

gracious, Ifa. xxx. 18. And when man's o\ 
and incorrigiblenefs arrive to fuch a height, that he 
can fpare no longer; yet, how loth is he to give 
them up to fevere jud; i. ". " 

lhall I give thee up, Ephraim ? ) liver 

rhce, Ifrael ? flow mail ! Admah ? 

How (hall I fee tht 
turned within me, my 
er." "when the Lord 

tdy to give them up to fevere judgments, vet 
makes a ftand, and would lain be prevent, I . 
lie proceed to his Itrange work ; lor fo' be calls hi . 
acts of judgment, Ifa. xxviii. 2r. Acts of mercy 
• ire co-natural { molt agreeable and pleafant to God 
Micah vii. 18. " He delighteth in mercy: but 
judgment is his ftrange acl, and his ftrange work. 

4^/y, Confidcr, that when at lafthe fends ftrokjjs 
on us, they are always lliort of the caufe ; he ex- 
acts not the whole debt that finners own to his jus- 
tice, as Ezra doth acknowledge, Ezra.ix. i3. <,< " Thou 

i j)iinilhed us lefs then our iniquities deferve."' 
The ilroke he there is fpeaking of, was a moll heavy 
judgment ; fearful ruin and defolation came upon 
Jerufalcm, and the whole land of Judah ; the city and 
temple were burnt to allies, the people carried cap- 
tives to a ftrange land, and treated as bond flaves 
among the heathens; Yet, faith the holy man, 
"Thou halt punilhed us lefs than our iniquities de- 
ferve." q. d. It is true, we have been carried to 
Babylon, but in juftice we might have been fent to 
hell : our houfes ware burnt, but our bodies might 
have been burnt too : We have be en dr inking wa- 
ter but we might have beejtedM&5ST^$B^< We 
have had grievous burdens 
have been groaning in [hell ; We were 
from the temple^ but we 
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ly baniihed fr< ai ." We thin . 

any piinilhment is 

mitigated, when of death is ch 

intobanifhrnent, or when banifhment is turned into 

a fine ; era great fine is made i mailer : And will 

yon think that God deals feverely or rigorpufly 

v.- ir.li you, when he lays you on a lick-bed, when he 

juftly have laid you in hell, and poured ovt 

;li upon you there ? You but tafte of the 

brim of the cup, when God might cauie you drink 

bottom and dregs thereof. 

Have you not caufe then to acknowledge God's 

juttice, nay, even his mercy too, in his dealings with 

you, however rough they f'eem to be? May you not, 

. ood real my thing lefs than hell is a 

to fuch an ill-dJeferving as I am? 

If even a hard-hearted Pharaoh, under diftrefs, came 

the length to own the juftice of God, Exod. ix. 27. 

" I have fi he Lord is rightovis ;" mall any 

;ian fall fliort of that obft'mate Egypt. 



siiuc i. li. Labor JIM tobefenfible of God's hand under 
heavy affiifiion, avdbeware of/iUptdity and uncon- 
cernednefs under it. 

T is a I'm to faint under heavy affliction, but it is 
a duty to feel it, Heb. >:ii. 5. " My fon, def- 
pife not thou the chaftening of the Lord, nor faint 
when thou art rebuked of him." The A pottle 
there doth caution againft two extremes which 
every Chriftian under the rod ihould be careful to 
, 1. Defpifing or making light of affliction. 
2. Sinking or desfponding upon affliction. We arc 
in great hazard of running into the one or the other. 
As to the firft, We may be faid to difqife the chaft- 
ening of the Lord when we do not obferve God's 
hand in our sfl&flJMU fo as to reform the things 
whereby he was (KrjH^d : Or when we refolve to 
abide the trial, by the ttrength of our own refolu- 
nd ttout-heartednefs. without looking to God 
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grace : Or when we ti rn ftupid and 
e heavy :ontinued rod. 

This defpifin i ad, is not pa- 

tience . ; It is not C lagnaninii- 

it a fto*ial temper of mind, mo !\ (inful and 
provoking to God. : with 

his ftrokes are not felt, ifa. >di. 25. 
M He hath poured upon him the fVry of his anger ; 
and it hath fet him on fire round about, yet he knev/ 
not ; and it hath burned him; yet he laid it not to 
heart." Jcr. v. 3. u Thou haft ftricken the: 
they have not grieved : Thou haft c< I them, 

but they have refufed to receive correction ; 
have made their laces harder than a rock, they ha^ e 
rfcfufed to return." There islittle hopes i 
iininding.his Ieflbh, that is fegardlefs pf whipping. 
It is a dreadful fign to be like 

ins. when God is thundering in h" i Wrath, lie 
that willfleep when his horde is on fire, or lie ml. 
in bed, as ii lie was not concerned, '-redly 

expect to be ronfi med in ins flames, 
could not bear it, when them t to. the 

Ammonites out of" good will, were :\ a ~ i 

fed; neither will God endure it, when'the 
lers are flighted; for he 
(lights a meflei rents his maimer, 

who make light oi" 
fends it, aud make light of 11 resit. 

S>ueft. But, 
concerned under a heavy rod ? An/vj. When they 
fee God's hand, fear 

rious to irons to do 

requires, and 1 things he 

ith. 
icmber, every affiidion is a melTengerj 
deferves a hearing from yon. It comes 
'• did 
. :t 1 ha 

:'*I have a mefiagi 
linner. M 
E z 
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nee and attention to I 
d, for thy fervant hear 
what wouldft thou have me to dor'' Believe it 
that Gcd fpeaks as really to you by his rod, as by 
his word; therefore he fays, tk Hear ye the rod." 
God fpake as truly by his ten plagues to Egypt, as 
' y his ten precepts to Iirael. And if the 
ike of the word were more regarded, we 
hear lefs of the rough voice of the rod. As 
iers and thorns of the wildernefs, 
taught the men of Succoth, who 
e taught by fairer means, Judges viii. 
1 6. fo •• rp prickles of fore afflic- 

tions, to teach you his ftatutes, when you will 
eoJ be tanght by loftcr methods. Beware then of 
grieving God's Spirit, by turning ftupid and infenfi- 
ble under fhgrp or long continued trials: But, the 
more pains God is at with you by his rod, hearken 
more carefully to his voice ; and labor to make 
the greater prohceucy in the fchool of affliction, 
where he thinks fit to continue you ; that fo you 
may inherit that bleiling, Pfal. xciv. 12. " Bleued 
is the man whom thou chafteneft, O Lord, and 
teacheft him out of thy law." 



Direct. III. Beware of mlfconfir lifting God's deal- 
ings towards you, and of charging him fool i/I:ly. 
T7K are apt to believe Satan's fug] un- 

V der heavy trials, and to entertain wr< 
f God and his difpenlations. Now, 1 
1 Lo guard againft- as, for Ln&auce, 1/?, 
harbourmg atheiftical thoughts, as if there 
were no Providence, no wife Governor ol 1 
world, no diftinction betwixt the good and bad; 
and that it is to no purpofe to be religious, like 
med in Mai. hi. 14. kt Ye have laid, it is 
toferveGod: and what profit is it, that we have 
kept his ordinances, and walked mournfully before 
the I-ord < . en the Pfarmilt, when 

u Jharp trials with the 
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wicked's cafe and profperity, is tempted to. think all 
religion in vain, and fay, Pi 13. 14. 

"• Verily I have cleanfed my heart in vain, and \ 
ed my hands in innocency. For all th? chy long 
e I been plagued, and chaftened every morn- 
ing." But thefe are nothing but thehellifh fuggef- 
tions of Satan, that irreconcileable enemy of God, 
and precious fouls, againft which ' . 1 clofely 
flop our ears. 

idly, Beware of ; Gcd in your 1 

• or injuftice in h iefe. 

Ezek. xviii. 25. ] 

not equal, Ho . unjuft and i arc 

Inch thoughts to hi::), who is the Ju( I the 

earth, and cannot do : 

teware of dunking that heavy a 
always fpeak wrath in God againft thee : No,f( 

k forth love, and God may carry ■ 
- big on a Jo ve-defign thereby to thy foul, viz. to 

d draw thee nearer into 
him k that the fmarting rbd 

and divine love cannot dwell together, let them read 
that paflage, Heb. xii. j, 6. u And ye have for- 
gotten the exhortation which fpeaketh unto yo 

P Iy Ion. defpife not thou the chaften- 
< the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked 

ci' him. For whom the Lordloveth, he chafteneth 
an th every fon whom he receiveth." 

4///;-, Beware dinufhul 

tho ights of God, Some are 

ready ro railethe foundation, quit their intereff in 

and caft away their hope 

1 confidence, laying with Gideon, Judges vi, 13. 

Ohmy Lord, if lie Lordbe "with us, why then is all this 

lis ? So Divid was ready to draw a hairy 

[ion, Pfal 22. I /aid in tny hafte,! 

■ cutoff from before thine eyes. But this was theef- 

fiat beiieveth, will not make 

• 
E 3 



CT. IV. undei I', i e Iron! ! 
to extrctfe a fh w 4 

Iroic refolution in that holy 
b, uncle] ials, job 

q. if. i . 
r lb {'ore it i will m 

go nv of his word and y. 

undations of my hope. It was the 
lift kept himfelf from fir,!. 
Pfal. xxviii. 13. / /. 

f the living. Confider but a little, the noble 
ce that faith hath to ftrengthen and fupport 
the foul under fore trials. 

1/?, Faith grips to the great gofpel promife of 
falvatiori in and through JefusChnft, and lb fe< 
in intereft through eterity; v. 
[flake the foul cafy in every lot. 

newsGodinChrift, atthchelminthe 
orm, and foit endures, as feeivg him who is ' 
. 27. 
aits the foul's anchor upon the Rock 
of Ages, and ftays itfelf on God, ai • 
promifes ; the foul is eafed and dilbnrden- 

ed of its fears and melancholy appreheni 1 
iv. 22. Ii'a. 1. 10. 
4//'/;', Fa 

1, when the former fup- 
ply is d and fpent; whereof David had the 

iwcet . fal. xxvii. 13. As God doth 

race in the foul, fo he is pleafed 
to tu _ ith feafonable fupplies and reinforce- 

ments to the weak and decayed graces of his people, 
anfwerable to their prefent exigencies and preffures: 
And thus he doth from time to time feed the be- 
liever's lamp with frelh oil, give in more faith, 
more love, more hope, and more defircs ; and 
thereby he gives power b md ftrengthens 

the thing- die. 
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s the fowl from finking under 
Is, by bringing in former experiences of 
-. mercy and f; fs of God to the af- 

j Pfalmiit fupported in 
. 6. Pfal. lxxxvii. 4. O, faith 
, remember what God hath done both for thy 
o&tward and inward man; he hath not only deliv- 
ered, thy body when in trouble, but he hath done 
lgsfor thy foul; he hath brought thee out 
of black nature, entered into a covenant- 
. itli thee; and made his goodnefs pafs be- 
: he hath helped thee to pray, and many 
: heard thy prayers and thy tears. Hath 
>t formerly brought thee out of the horrible 
it of the miry clay, and put a new long 
, and made thee to refolve never to 
fuch unbelieving doubts and fears a- 
d how unbecoming is it for thee now to 

le ? 

, its the foul, by giving it a pleaf- 

ofa happy outgate from all 

nc admitted to i'ee and dwell 

hereafter. Thus was Job fuppori 

drefs, Job. xix. 25, 26, 27. ' For I 

Lt my Redeemer liveth; and that he ihall 

the hitter day upon the earth. — Whom I 

fee for myfelf, and" mine eyes ihall behold," 

A believing view of the foul's meeting with 

its Redeemer, and receiving a crown of glory from 

himatlalt, is an excellent fupportto a Chriftian un. 

iionjandfo was it to Paul, 

2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. 

y. Faith gives great fcpport, by the encourag- 

ations it makes of Chrift, and of his 

it concern for the believer while under alhic- 

Aa.forinftance, 1/?, Faith reprefents Chrift to 

[iever under trials, as fympatlm ± him 

, his diftrefs, feeling his pain, heanng hia 

groans, bearing his burdens, and ready to releive 
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him in his o\y whi h it v. 

cometh him to wait for. 

2^/v, Faith reprefents Chrift as r ; s al- 

mighty arm under the believer's head, am 
ing invifible ftrength to fupport and hold hi 
under his grcateit j r 

3.'//v, Faith 1 ■ Chrift as p] 

flitted believer's caufe with God, and 
the charges of the law, the challenges of conic ■ 
and acenfations of Satan againft him. 

r', Faith reprefenti as ftandin 

furnace as a refiner where his gold is 
carefully overfecing the trials of his people, 
they may work for their good ; and ready to I 
then out thereof, when they arc 
from their drofs. 

$thly, Faith reprefents Chrift as 1 - 
people under the crofs, whifpering pc their 

ear, and faying, Well dure good and fa< rvant. 



Direct. V. Labour to bear ivttb pati 

had of trouble the Lord 1 for you. 

WE will perhaps obferve fome who are 
ftrangers to religion contentedly eadt ring 
very painful evils; and this they may do by virtue 
of a natural hardnefs and refoli tion which fome are 
endowed with, or upon the account ;; 
fornifhed by human prudence: This is only pa- 
tience as a moral virtue, which fome attain to. 
it is patience ; race, or a fruit of the 

Spirit, which v/e m our trials? that 

we may hear them contentedly ine princi- 

ples, to (ii 1. Now this grace of patiem 

rnnft earneftly beg from God under heavy afflic- 
only he that muft work it in us; and 
therefore h d the God of patience, Rom. xv. 

5. And i to your attaining of this grace, 1 

ou the following con! 
which may be gh the T 
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r/?, Co e patience of our Lord Jefcs 

Chrift under ful preinbly greater than 

yours. When it pleafed the Loi - d to bruife him, 
and put him to grief; how patiently did he bear ali? 
according to that remarkable word, Ifa. liii. 7. 
M He was oppreffed, and he was affliclcd, yet he 
opened not his mouth; he is brought as a lamb to 
the (laughter, and as a fheep before her (hearers is 
dumb, fo he opened not his mouth." Now, Chrift 
filtered as an example of patience, though it was not 
his chief end; and furely all the members of the 
body mould ftudy to imitate the head in patience, 
died Saviour patiently endure fuch ago- 
iii: s of wrath for you; and, will you 

decline rgo fome fhort pains or licknefs in 

obedience to his commands? 

'idly, Confider God's lbvereignty over you. lie 

er, and you are his clay: and why 

• not do with you as he pleafeth ? If your 

-• offend ycu, you fcourge them, and perhaps 

w ithout reafon ; yet how ill do you 

; they refufe to fubmit? How will you 

di We aud fpar your hories under you, and may be 

iireafonably ? Yet they bear all quietly, 

i refinance. Shall they take blows from 

1 will not you from your Maker, 

thri 2 power over you? If any challenge 

to your children or beafts, you take 

... becaufe you think you may do what 

. will with your own, and no imn hath a rj 

to quarrel with you: But hath nut God a greater 

property in you than you in your children or 

: t to your wife 

teSovere 

fider th y das as the meritorious caufe of 

all c hey be. If thou haft 

rigkc L . and the aggravations 

compofed to a patient 

If fin be heavy on thee 

ail 1 ght. Luther gives tnis as 
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a reafon why he (lighted the rage oi 
emperor, and all his outward troubles: They arc 
all little to me, becaufe I'm is fo weighty on rae. 
Hence it was that Paul complained not at all • 
fufferings, for as great as they were: but he cried 
out much of his fins, Rom. vii. 24. wretched man 
that . I am, who /hall dt liver me from the body of this 
death ! Senfe of fin doth fwallow up the fenfe of af- 
fliction, as the ocean doth little brooks. For, with 
whom ihouldft thou qnarrel, but thyfelf, when thou 
bringeft troubles on thyfelf? This confederation 
fhould bring thee to refolve and fay with the proph- 
et, Micah vii. 9. / •will bear the indignation of i he 
Lord, becaufe I have finned again f him. 

4th/y, Confidcr, how fharp ioever the pains are, 
you are called to bear, yet they fall infinite' j (hort 
of what you have juftly deferved at God's hands. 
It is of his infinite mercy that death and everlafting 
deftruction have not been your portion long fmce; 
and that you arc not now roaring under the extrem- 
ity of his indignation in the bottomlefs pit, tog 
with the devil and his angels. And confequent- 
ly, whatfecver falls fliort of this, is truly a great 
mercy; and is fo far from being ground of quarrel- 
ling, that the greateftfufferer 0.1 this fide hell, hath 
juft caufe to admire God's clemency in dealing more 
favorably with him than he hath defe r 

$thly, Compare thy cafe with others that have 
been, or prefendy arc in diffrefs. Do not fay there 
is none fo hardly dealt with as thou arc: for thou 
knoweft not the affli&ion of others. Confider duly the 
trials of that eminent faint Job, in all the cin uia- 
ftances thereof, and fee if yon can fay that your 
forrow is near Co grtat as his lor row was. A 
compare your cafe .. I 

who lie and fry in en .s, fo 

that they have no reft day nor night, but the 
of their torment all 
a blefling it is, d 
and not delivered over to thefe ev 
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•-: Inch were the due demerits of your fins, and to 
1 you might long a^oi:.' _ been juftly con- 
demned, had it not been r the patient and 
fuffering of Aim; 3od, who waitethto be 

rs. W h e n y ou c o a fi d e 1 
5, inltcad of being diffatisfied with the.divine 
difpeni'ations. yon have caufe to blefs God, that 
matters are not worfe with you ; and that you are 
kept out of hell to this day, where thoufands, no 
y than you, are prefently rearing in end- 
ion. 
Unto thefe conhderations I {hall ftibjoin fome few 
or advices, in order to the attaining of pa- 
■ under fore troubles. 1. Labour to get pardon 
eace with God, fecured to thy foul, 
.ill enable you to bear the heavieft crofs 
with patience: Hence it was that Luther cried, 
.nte, Lord, as thou wilt, I take all in good part, 
feeing my fins are pardoned: O! pardon of fin is 
I hiring, therefore will I bear any 
rising, I will fwallow up quarrelling into admiring; 
I will welcome the pruning knife, feeing there is no 
f the bloody ax to fell me down." 
2. Labour to fee God's hand in thy affliction. Do 
not, like the dog, fnarl at the Hone, but lookup to 
and that throws it. And fbrely a view of the 
hand of a holy God, ma/ ferve to calm all the boif- 
tei'ous waves of thy corruption; fo did it with Da- 
vid, Plal. xxxix. 9. I was dumb, I opened not ray 
■'■■, beeaufethou didjl it. When he looked to the 
inftruraents and fecond caufes of his afflictions, his 
heart waxeft hot, and the fire of his inward pailion 
began to burn and break out ; but when he once 
efpied God's hand and feal to the warrant for his 
correclion, he became filent, and patiently fu omitted 
to the divine will. 

3. Get a humble and felf-denial frame of fpirit, 
that you may have low thoughts of yourfelves, and 
of all your attainments whatfoniever. A proud 
man cannot think of fubmittiug to the divine will, 
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but will break before be bow. Hence we^fet a vaft 

difiirence betwixt a proud Phar an bumble 

nder the rod: The one- l'i : 's the Lord, 

that Ijhoidd obey him ? Bat the I h. It is the 

'■ n do -what feemeth 

4. Get love to jefus Cbriil. Love is an enduring 
principle, 1 Cor. xiii. 7. Itendureth ail things. It 
makes the foul, like the kindly c 

Chrilt, the more it is beaten. 

5. Interpret God's ways and dealings with you 
always in the belt fenfe. And, laflly, Be < 
prayer, that God may conquer your rebel 

and fubdue thofe mutinous rifings of heart \ 
you again!! himfelf. 

Direct. VI. Beware of 'envying wicked men, "when 
you fee them in health andprofpet ity, 

THE Pfelmift, when he was chaftened every 
morning and in great adveffity, was li 
to this evil, Pi'al. Ixxiii, 3. 1 was envious at the fool- 
ifh, when I faw the profperiiy of the wicked. C01 
nature doth ftrongly incline us to this fit.: 
tion, efpecially in the day of fori »n ; {or the 

fpirit that dwelleth in us, lufteih to envy, James iv. 5. 
"But, did we rightly conlider the ftateof wit ked men, 
we would fee greater ground to pit) than < 
in the molt profperous condition; Whyj 1 The prof- 
perity of the foils/ball deflroy them,Proy. i. 32, It makes 
them forget God, and turn hardened and fecure in 
lin { which haflens their ruin. Who would envy a- 
malefaclor's going up a high ladder, and being 
mounted above the relt of the people, when it is on- 
ly for a little, and in order to his being turned over 
and hanged? This is jult the caufe of wicked men 4 
who are mounted up high in profperity I for it is fo, 
only that they may be call down deeper into de- 
finition. Obferve that word, Pfal. xxxvii. 1, 2. 
" Fret not thyfelf becaufe of evil-doers, neither be 
thou envious againft thofe that work iniquity : For 
they ihall foon be cut down like grafs." &c. And 



it word, Puilm xcii 

i, and \ hen all t : 
do flourish, it is : Lei troy ed, for. eve 

die day liter. Who would 

i its of old, 
heathen 
riirced? alth, 

• 

■ lowed, c . 
change thei- ■ 

.: thei'e tl »rld, 

y are but like a noifoai d 
lie and loatlrfouK 
| 
The triumphing of the iv.. ,-. 

Tf.jy live thpleafurej on the cartk% for a 
Go min flippery places, from whtence t] 

►n hide into perpetual pain and anguifh. r j 
have a ihort time of mirth, but they fhajl hav. 
■nity of mourning. The longer their pr< 
their fins are the gr< ) their 1' 

i be more grievous. But, O believer, it i 
rcy to thee, that God doth hedge up thy \ 
with thorns, that thou mayeil not find th 

lilfl: ho turns the wicked loofe, and fuifers them tj 
id wander whither they will, to their e:c; 
takes this method with thee, to m 
•an inheritance, and i fore 

..u of glory; but. he takes a contrary way \ 
the to. fit them for defiruction: There 

you ought not to be fretful under his hand, 

ikfuT. Wt f" queen Elizabeth, when fee 

was in prifon, how ihe envied the poor milkmaid 
ing by and would have thought her 
happy to have been in her condition': but had :, 
afflicted princefs known the glorious reign offoi 
lour years ihe was loon to enter upon, ihe would not: 
'repined at the happinefs of h Ktirfon . 

F 



(-2. Affliflcd Marts Companh*. 

But, C afili&cd believer, it is not a glorious reign 
tor a fet number of years, thac is provided for thee ; 
it is even a reign with glorious Chrift thy Redeemer 
forever and ever: And, haft thou any ground tobe 
difcontented or envious? 



Dirkct. WW. guard again/} repining complaints and 
discontented murmur ings againfl the pi: 
God, under heavy p chiefs and affiiclion. 
~\~KT'E j ^ ee -> tne nwrmurers and complainers are 
\\ clalfed with thefe that walk after their own 
luffs, Judge ver. 16. I know, the people of God are 
liable to murmuring and impatience alio under af. 
fli&ion; but there is a great difference betwixt them 
and the wicked. I'll have occafion to fpeak of be- 
lievers, murmurings afterwards, when I come to 
fpeak of their cafe in particular ; but hear 1 lhalj 
handle the fin of murmuring in general, and as it 
appeal s mainly in the unregenerate, under heavy 
affliction. 

This fin of murmuring is the froth of impatience 
and f cum of difcontent; it is firft cherifhed by re- 
pining thoughts, and then vented by unrentable com- 
plaints and expostulations, taxing the adminiftration 
of providence, as if God dealt too hardly with us. 
Our very thoughts are audable with God, yea, as 
(1 in his ears, as words are in ours; but it is yet 
worfe, when reping thoughts are not crufhed, but 
fbffered to break out into words tending to the dif- 
honor of God. 

£*ueft. Bat, it '^"altogether unlawful to complain 
of affliction, whatever be our cafe? 

Anfw. Humb'e complaints are not murmurings, 
nor iinful in themfelves; other wife there would be 
no room for prayer, and for fpreacling out our dii- 
n-ciPed cafe before the Lord. We find God's chil- 
dren making complaints in affliction; but then they 
do not complain of God, but to God, with a hum- 
ble inquiry into the caufe and meaning of his dif- 
penfations, and laying all the blame upon themfe' 
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as did Job, chap. x. 1, 2. I will teaye 

plaint upon myfelf; I will fpeak in the bitternefs of 
my foul, I will fay unco God do no i. 
fhew me wherefore thon contended with inc." 
Thus the blelfed Son of God himfelf did, in his dif 
trefs, when he cried, My God. my God, why haji thou 
forfaken me f But there we may obierve, he com- 
plains to God, not of God ; he hath not 1 
word or thought of God, but expreffeth a ho! 
fidcnce in God, My God, my God: h- 
words of faith for one word of fear, he h 
quires into the caufe of the difpenfation, and 
to bring up his will to God. not that God i 
bring down his will to him : If ii yshe, 

let this cup pafs ; however, gloi-K'y thyname, provide 
for thy own glory, and do with me what thou 
pleafelt. In this matter our Lord doth : 
as an example of patience to us, teaching us to be- 
ware of impatient murmuring and quarrelling with 
God's providence in our aftii&ion ; wl 
times we are guilty of, eicher wh( n r harm 

thoughts of God's dealings, or break forth Into rain 
and unadvifed fpeeches; when we charge God 
fooiilldy, and complain cither of too . 
as Ezek. xviii. 2, 25. or too lo: :g dela 
xlix. 14. or when our co mix 

unbelief and diftruft, as Pfal. Ixxvih. 19. cv . , 
complain more of otr punifliment than we do of 
our iin, and nothing will fatisfy us but dclivcrar.ee 
from trouble. 

Now, to deter you from thefi 
complaints in trouble, I fhall hy before you thefoi- 
lowingconfiderations : id, They who deferve worft 
do commonly and murmur mod, and are 

molt ready to think they are hardly dealt with. 
The unthankful Ifraelitea were ftill murmuring. 
Ambitious Abfalom w ontented. Bio 

1, in midft of all his gre out 

h all this avail vis ? But humble Jacob faith 
he was not worthy of theleaftof rsand 

F 2 



God, and fubmits, v. hen he took 

'• [ have heard i of the children of 

[frael, which lb air againft me." He I 

i of his own fpirit, doth aJfo 
hear I vithi 

t 

, It cannot no wife benefit or relieve i 

■ of finful coi .,, (as Chrift 

of linfuJ cai | Which ■oi , ■ 

i : • 

God ? I 
of •, it will 

the 
his parents, I , The i 

m ; 

, they v'. God to 

wilderneft before 

be your diftrefs, there is no 
m halt thy 
Remember that word of thi 

■ . 
: n, a man for the punifhment of 
g, a man upon the 

>r, let I 

her, lie will find 

inft the infinite 

ture : fin Orihes at th 

lore 

" 
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if ftrict juftice had been the rule: It is of the Lord's 
mercies we are not confumed. 

$thly, When you murmur under ficknefe, you 
quarrel with the mefTenger of that fovereign God, 
who gave you your lives, and can take them again 
when he thinks fit; and we know meflfengers ought 
not to be maltreated or abufed, whatever be their 
coiiunilhon, and far lefs when they are lent upon a 
I defign. Now, if you consider the defign of 
meffenger and his errand to you, 

Lling at his comeing, you ought 
r to blefs God that fends fuch a luitable har- 
binger and forerunner to tell you that death 
proaching, and that he vouchsafes to take fo much 
on you, to wean you from the world, and maicc 
you willing to be gone, by long continued trouble; 
when he migh have feized you in a violent man- 
ner, and driven you away by main force, without 
ufing any means to obtain your confent. Have not 
many, who were molt unwilling to die, at the be- 
ginning of a ficknefs, been brought, by the increafe 
and continuance of it, to be well fatisfied to leave 
the world, and long to be with Chrift? And was 
not this for their advantage? 

bthiy, Confider the great evil and finfulncfs of 
impatient rnurmurings, complaints and quarrellings 
ler afflicTxwl. 

i* Murmuring hath in it much unbelief and dif- 
truitofGod, Plal. cvi. 24, 25. They believed not his 
ivcr J, but murmured in their tents. They could not 
believe that the wildcrnefs was the way to Canaan, 
that God would provide and furnifli a table for them 
there, and relieve them in all their Itraits. So it is 
with us in trouble, we quarrel with God's provi- 
dence, becaufe we do not believe his promifes; we 
do not believe' that this can continent with love, 
or can work for good in the end. 

2 .It hath in it unthankfulnefs. AVhiie we com- 
plain of one affliction, we overlook a thoufand 
■■ s, The Ifraelites murmured fo for what they 

**3 
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■ 

■ 

ii 
I 
his owl 

i God's } 

ids : Wh< ! 
i ' ■ 

wrath, and therefore I ociouth 

when the Lord afflifts him. 

4. It involves men into rebellion againft Cod. 
When God ftrikes men for fin, mn 

and kick againft his ftrok bullocks un- 

accu.ftbmetl to the yoke. They in fome refpect. 1 
femble that : Julian, of whom ii 

. ai, 
•rd , 
:.iy, 
and Ms 1 f'd- The 1 

• »dd and his dilpenfa- 

2,1 They jkall f>. 

5. I 

and that we have fee 
of firi; and of our ill 
Can 



'-e at i. 
-, ? 

■ '.heir. 11 - • 

;s, we ei 
ly that things Ik; 
e [fe. 
(2.) We tax I b withunrighteoufi 

gemerits thereof; as if God nth- 

. what is due, oi -we 

earth do right ? 1 

nfwer ever;/ irravm 
I do thee no ivr 
(/>.} at the fo 

mpft high. God, and yvc 
• ; yea, we 

God to our bar to give iccounl 
eh. wo take upon us to 
Alas,, we little 
vo that is pronounced aga 
> lv. 9. u Wq unto him that ftriveth 
. ' . ■ ) mall the clay fay to him tl 
ioneth it; akeft thou ? or thy work, He 

1 Is ?" 
(4.) We o:i the matter take fin's pari againft 
1 ; we either juftify it, or extenuate its evil, 
it our murmurings, that God is un- 
hteous to puniih fuch fmall fins with iuch heavy 

(5.) We virtually queftion God's. power to reach 

• blow, when we enter the lilts with 

our Maker ; is it not in ef- 

c know how to reduce him to our te. 

him. 

(6.) We • ■ keupoh us 

himbet- 
, and teach I 
creatures. 1 
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what the Lord faith, Job xi.2. " Shall he that con- 
tendeth with the Almighty, inftrutl him? lie that 
reproveth God, let him anfwer it." Murmuring is 
a reproving of God, and a charging him with ill 
conduct, faying, in effect., with Abfaiom. u TJ 
none that takes care to order men's affairs: O that 
1 were king of the world ! then mould things be 
better ordered than they now arc," So bkifphe- 
mous is the language of our impatient murmuringS. 
Let us therefore be afhamed of them, and . 
ourielycs in dull and a-fhes for our fooliinnefs in cen- 
furing the actions of the only wife God. — Shall a 
poor ignorant pallenger, that understands not the 
ufe of the compafs, be angry that the fkiiful pilot 
will not freer the veflel ig to hisp'eafure ? 

(7.) VV'e hereby flight and undervalue the riches 
of divine goodnefs, of which we have formerly 
ihared,andl do itill partake : Like fooliih and pettiih 
children, if they cannot have their will, or get 
fome things they want, :fently throw away 

the things which they ! rig with unthankful 

Haman, All this availetb me nothing. 

Laftly, I might add. This fin hath fome refem- 
blance to hell itfelf ; for mere the damned do con- 
tinually vex and torment themfelves with their fret- 
ting and impatient thoughts, which caufe them to 
break out in fearful rage and blafphemy againit 
God. 

^usft. But how fhall we prevent fuch difcontent- 
ed murmurings ! for ibmetimes trouble is fo great, 
we cannot bear it patiently. 

Anfiv. God hath given you reafon, to bear rule 
over paihon, and furnilhed you with ftrong argu- 
ments to prevail againit difcontents Why then 
fhould you be fo bruaih as to dethrone reafon, and 
fufFer fenfe and paihon to govern in you ? Are you 
not Chriiv d fworn to live according to the 

rules of that excellent religion ? "Why then do you 
act fo contrary to your j 1 and engagements? 
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ly f> ; <!, I (hall add feme 
cm of 

rings as worfe tha 

ver; thqfe are but 
atfiicti ut thefe are lins grevious and 

provoking unto God. 

2.'/// jndgments which munnur- 

lown from heaven upon, linaexs;' 

was fmitten with leprofy for it; Da than 

and Abirajn were fv/aliowed up alive : fiery fer- 

peBts, plagues, and exclulion from Canaan, were 

j'(V:k i'o judgments for this fin, i Cor. x. 10. " I\ei- 

murmur ye, as ionic of them murmured, and 

royed of the deftroyer." The arrows 

i murmurers Ihoct againft heaven, do foon 

■on their ov/n heads. 

, Whatever thy fufferings are for the prefent, 

ye: ftill believe thy cafe might be worfe. The 

upon the body are nothing lb 

thefe that light on the foul, Prov, 

: .>. _• rit-wka can bear ? They are no.thj- 

i thy innocent Saviour fu tiered upon 

the a nothing to what fome martyrs have 

thoughts 

Doth God feej thee, lay 

juil ! Have not I 

- 
in mind that t! i wili not 

it change near ; either the] 
• or death. If life, you v. 
you had no more patience when lick- if death, 
then, ■ ; , h will : 

all trout 

"ot in 
low, troui 
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thou fa nd times worfe are abiding you in another 
world: death will turn thy crofles into pure unmix- 
ed curie'.; and then, how gladly wo ou re- 
turn to thy former afflicted Hate, and pi 
at any rate, were there any poffibility ol" Inch a re- 
turn? You now fly out in apaflion, and lay, you 
are not able to bear what you complain of: But 
confider, if you will not obediently bear God's rods 
now, you will then bear more, whether you will or 
not; and God will make you able to bear more, 
when there will never :>f relief. 

"jtbly, Study to give vent to thy fbrrows in a way 
of prayer and piralfe. An oven flopped is the more 
hot within; but *he bream of prayer or praife gives 
eafe. If we did complain inpre to God, we Ihould 
complain lefs of God. V is it, that you 

have Hill God to go to? improve the privilege, 
confefs unwortninefs, and Leg die grace of pal 
and fubmiifion out of Chrift's full treafures. lie al- 
fo praifing God for mere es recieved; and however 
bad thy cafe is, blefs God it is not in hell, you are in 
the land of hope' 

C H A P. III. 

Containing fpicial Directions to the Children o r 
When under Sickn I ;her affliction. 



Direct. I. Lst L 
fainting or da/ponding , . and. 

THIS is an exhortation which God in a 
manner directs unto his Children, licb. xii. 5. 
^Jy j not the ■ 

faint -when thou art rebuked of him. There are two ex- 
trems mentioned, defpifing and hunting; I fpoke 
of the firft before, in Chap. II. Direct. II. It is a 
duty to feel our affliction, but a fin to feint under it 
God's people may be faid to faint nude. 
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als, when they fink, cr defpond, or give away to 
fretting or repining under then?. In the preceding 
Direction, I fpoke of the evi ring in gen- 

eral; here I (hall fpeak of believersj faintingsin par 
ticular. 

1. I fhall inquire whence their fainting under af- 
fliction c'.oih proceed. 

2. Bring fome arguments and helps againfi this 
evil, 

I. As to the firft, Whence thefe faintings in be- 
lievers do proceed. 1/?, They proceed from the 
grievoyfriefs of their affliction, and the heavinefs of 
their burden, which is ready to amaze and itagger 
their thoughts, and fmk their fpirits with fear and 
defpondency. Hence did the Pfalmilt complain, 
Pfam lx 3. " Thou halt mewed thy people hard 
things: thou haft made us to drink the wine of af- 
tonilhment." And Pfajm lxix. 2. " I fmk in deep 
mire, where there is no ftanding: I am come into 
deep waters, where the floods overflow me." 

idly, From the fmallnefs of their fpirituaj 
ftrenght, and particularly the weaknefs of their 
faith, Pov. xxiv. 10. If thou faint in the day of ad- 
verjity, thy ftrergth is/mall. Whence was it, that 
Peter fainted and began to fmk in the waters, but 
from the weaknefs of his faith, Matth. xiv. 30, 31. 
We know not our ftrenghth till it be tried. Some- 
times we have fuch a conceit of it, that we think, 
like Peter, we can walk upon a fea of trouble : but 
in a little, behold, fome frrprifing biaft affaults our 
confidence: and then we faint, or cry out with 
him. Help, Lord, or elfe vjc perijh. Peter reckoned 
only upon the fea, but he did not think of the boif- 
terous wind; and he looked to dangers, more than 
to the power that was to carry him through them. 

3c7/y, From their impatience of delay, when de- 
liverance is long a coming, it is not eafy to wait 
God's leifure, and to keep the heart from defperate 
conclufions, Pfalm xxxi. 22. " I faid in my hafte; 
I am cut off from before thine eyes." 



ly. Frcii the .hv. 

-ime of affliction to 
iiever is ready to fa 
" Is his mercy clean 

of death and an ilL heart. I n time of ; 

tion do add anTicYiori to the 1; 

ly, From long and great defertions. Whett 

■ his face from the believer in 
tints nnder it, as in Ha. xliv. 14. " 
hath Lad, the Lord hath forfaken me, my Ca 
hath forgottc 

concience of their guilt, and HI 
defer- ore God. upon the account of old 

fins, abufe of mercies, and untender walking before 
God. Afl oth revive old fins, as with. Job, 

Job xiii. 26. tv Thou writeft bitter things againft 
me, and makeft inc to poffefs the tins of my youth." 
His old fms, and guilt of his youthful follies, now 
revived upon him, and fat clofs to^his confcii 
which occasioned his fainting under his burden. 

Laftly, Great afflictions do frequently cloud the 
believer's graces and evidences for heaven, and dif- 
cover their corruptions; whereby they are m; 
fink under their trial. They fee more unbelief, im- 
patience, diftruft and enmity to God in them, 
they faw before: Whereby they are fometimes 
tempted to raifc the foundation, and fay all their 
former attainments were but deluhons, and their 
profelhons but hypocrify. Thefe things make af- 
flictions fometimes very heavy and linking to the 
people of God. 

If. In the next place, for preventing and helping 
this evil of fainting under affliction; let beli 
f onfider. 

\J}. Thefe heavy trials arc all needful for yon. 
Deep waters arc not more needf> '• to carry a lhip in- 
to the haven ; than gre. 1 carry the 
veflels of our fouls into the port of blifs. Strong 
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wind and thunder arc frightful, I 
i'ary to purge the air. One of the fharpelt c; 
ties that ever befel Ifrael, was 1 1 t cap- 

tivity, yet ever, this was in n ; for the 

Lord faith, Jer. xxiv. 5. "I have it out of 

Strange! ■ 
crs, and that in a ftrange land among the 
to be removed far from 

friends, n. from the temple of God;. 

;.iues; and yet all this for their good! 
they were hereby effectually weaned and broke oil 
from their darling fin of idolatry. 

■•_•, Confider, that yon ion., how 

heavy it be, will foon have an end; I ft. Ivii. 
tk For I will not contend for ever, u. - I be 

B wroth; for the fpirit fhould foil before me; 
and the fouls which I have made. 7 ' The: goldfniith 
will not let his gold lie any longer in the furnace 
than it is | The wicked have a fea of \\ rath 

to drink: but, O drooping believer, take comfort; 
you have but a cup of affliction, which will f©on be 
exhaufted. The time is near when. all thy trials 
jholl have an end: In heaven there is no crofs, no 
complaint, no tears nor forrows for ever. 

3<Y/v, Faint not, O child of God ; for thefc af- 
flictions are ail the hell which thou fhak have; thou 
haft nothing to fear hereafter. Judas had two hells, 
one in time, by terror in his conscience, another after 
this life, which endures to eternity: but all the lien 
that a believer hath is but this light affliction, which 
is but for a moment. 

Afthly, Delponding or murmuring in afrliction is 
evil in any, but in none is it fo bad as in the ch 
of God. It doth very ill become their covenants, 
their privileges, their hopes. Have they refigne . 
and given up themfeh es ami all they have to God, 
by a folemn covenant, and will they fret when h » 
difpofeth of them ?_Didit thou not fay,G believe 1 ., 
in the day when thy heart was (tung with fb: 
G 
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the tern ve 

■ tion, ami I v 

it, though I ihould be itricken with boils 
[oh, or beg my bread with Lazarus? Noi 
God tries thee ii' thou wilt ftand to thy word: O 
ire of retracti tot that v 

: bath an all-fufficient God for hi:, portion? Il" 
be thine in covenant, that comprehends all 
thin - 

$tbly, It cloth difcompofe and unfit the foul for 
any duty. It is ill failing in a florin , fo it 
praying when the heart is in a ilorm of difquiet and 
defpondency. 

Tainting under affliction, and carry- 

ing as if the confolations of God were fmall, is 

iugh to Humble others at religion, and make 

them call the truth of it in queflion. Whefl they 

thofe that profefs religion^ and have oft de :1; red 

that their rejoicing is in Chrift Jefus as their portion, 

iond under outward affliction: 

O i not be tempted to '-he 

trath of religion ? Where are thejfe divine fupports 

and confolations we have often heard 

Laftly; O then feek to get faith revived, and 
firenthened, and refolve with job to milt in God, 
though he ihould Hay you. This would be of no- 
ble ufe to keep the heart from linking under prefiures 
of affliction, as the Pfalmift found it to his 1. 

ience, P&lm xxvii. 13- WU I had fainted unlefs I 
had believed to fee the goodnefs of the Lord in the 
e living." 
III. I come to anfwer fome objections or c::cufes 
of fainting believers, which they do commonly al- 
ledo;c as the ground of their dilcourageinent iu their 
,ons. 
r7, I. u O (faith one) my afflictions are not 
ordinary ; they are fore preiharcs I lie under, and 
of various kinds too." 

. •. 1. G believer, God hath taken the ordering 
|r his own hand ,and he knows wh 
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for yon. I a man I 

lid foon dd be 

all be f ii 
lure and ; 

i 
fruit r 

, 
', GoA may fee you h 
lults to be fubdued, and that you v- 
fore afflictions to bri down. 

icy of heart may be I 

ited, ami therefore the phytic m 
portioned to them I. c vii. 

i r. 12. " Bee words 

of God, and contemned the coun sis of the Molt 
refore he brought do .. art with 

labour." O believer, your God and Father, that 
hath the i, is a wife 

andlkllful phyfician, who ! tution 

and your need, t Pet. i. 6. Lt I 
in heavinefs throuj And 

as he knows your need, fo 
ftrength, i Cor. x. 13. Fal 
fuffer yott to be tempted afo 

', God fends great and fore troubles, 
may have the more expe 

y in your fupport and 1' 
;„o. " Thou \n hich hall I 

. [hall quic again 

from the depths o h." 

' ■■/. If. V 
fingular; there was never any on." 

ordinary foj 
greal o recko 1 his cai 

hat is neared hhnielf, but . 
• 
, This f 

of God to in his 

ar, and not to be cred- 
it he faith j For' others of ;thren 
G2 



in the fame kind and degree, if 
not worfe, i Pet. v. 9. "Knowing that the fame 
iihed in your brethren that 
1 Ld.'.' 
v er your cafe be, you until own ■ 
are not fo great as your fins. The 
people in Babylon were lingular; yet 
Ezra owfiB, Ezra ix. 13. Thoa haft funijbed us Ic/'s 

rovokedjudgi 
lency fend us to Babylon inftead of hell, 
to complain. 
D child of God, however thou com- 
. the fingnlarity of affliction new, all 
will be taken out of thy mouth ere 
long, and that time is near when thon (halt be made 
to wonder at the wifdom of God in guiding fo 
many fonr, and daughters to glory, through fitch a 
variety of Trials, Exercifes, Afflictions aid Tcmpta* 
tfansi and made to lay as thefe in Mark vlii. 37. He 
things well. 
Objett. II. " But, faith one, my affliction is long 
continued, and I fee no outgatej and how can I 
but faint under icr" 

'■'. if}. It is not fo long as your fins deferv; 
for in juftice it : for ever, it might be, the 

handthefirethatis 
ings on earth are not io lo 
ard in heaven, Rom. viii. 18. lt - 
■ that tin gs of the 

iy to be compared wii ry which 

us.', 
gth or continuance of affliction here 
nder a believer's oomfors, if we t. 
view of our head and pattern jefus Clunk How 
as continue! No end . 
till 1 ci ied with a loi 

;h be was the Son of Cod, yet 
' irth to the moment, of his 
v to his c 

ii 
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, Chrift is the head of the chi r 
and yofer great reprefentative, O believ.ers intoa 
torn yoxi are predeflina 
: then to >ur head md p ittern, to 

have no eale or reft from afflictions till you lie down 
in 1 8; it is Ck there the wicked ceafe from 

troubling, and there the weary be at reft," Joh 
iii. 17. 

Aibly. Remember tint your afflictions are a part 
of thrift's crol's, \Vhkh yourloyh' ier hath 

. ith appointed 

to 

. from \\ to be;, ■ off a pare 

of Chrilt's crofs, efpecially m 

■ heavieft end of it, nay, bears y r crofs 

both. It i icob, Gen. .xxix. 20. that "he 

ferved feven years for R id the-.- feemed to 

him but a few days. i'oc the love he had to her." 
An I, re a few 1 for 

.' :s Chrift, who lived i.'lif ., 

and > .' Had we 

rofs would not be fo i 
' ) us. 

$thly, Should it not be <^ood news to tl 
there is a deliverance for thee at < ! 

and that this time is haftenii vr/ 

is for an o t gate here 
mrs too much of '.love to 

. i notfeem to & . 
better content to be turned back a tho 

1 
ly landed at your reft above ? That yoa y 

of a few 1 mercies on l i 

enter upon your eternal inheritance - 

,'. u No wonder (faith one) that 

und ion, for I want thefe coiif 

ich God ufeth to r 

. 

yoi . --■> 

G -> 



. 
. Can 3 on fay thatyoi 

;. ixi for comfort ? > I 

yet br< to a willingnefs to quit and 

renoum e all your be] to part 

all your earthly enjoyments and comiorts at 

God's call, and he content with God hi Cbrift a- 

r happihefs and portion? Ifthisbenot 

tions ha i < i, 

to prepare you for comfort, and til] att- 

i Cc it. You arein and 

byfieian, who will not coo haftilyheal and 

bind up your fores, fo as to let chem fpoil and feiier 

bottdm. 

, Though you have no fenfible confolai 
: God in your prefent trials^ yit you mull I 
labour to keep in the way of duty, and live by fa 
on his promifes. Believe linn'/ that God is good 
to them that love him, and that there" is forgiven 
with him to the penitent firmer. . And if all liars 
withdraw their light whiitt yon are in God's v. . 
then afTure yourfelf the fnn is near the riling. 

Objefl. V. u lint my amiftion isfuch, that it dif- 
ables me from duty, and makes me ufeleis and un- 
profitable ; and this makes me faint under my bur- 
den," 

;. if} God fends afflictions never to unfit, but 
to quicken you for the performance of duty ; to 
I c you rcrent more thoroughly-, pray move fer- 
vent to Chrift more earneftly , and mind hea- 
ven m re intenfely. 

it be your duty to others that your* f- 
flict paciates you for, then remember, if God 

in his providence diiable you for that, it is no long- 
er a (buy i on you, and you muft not 
if God take you off; and put others in your 
ro. ;u ... God is a free and fovereign agent, and will 
be Lied to no mean or infbrument aeverfor 
■yingoh his work. 
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Direct. II. Let, 

1 to God under their affi 

I TREAT] ,D of patience, and gave feme motives 
it, to all I perfons in genera 

al, Chap. II. Direft. V. ButbereIihallbruig*fome 
riiuan patience and fubmiC- 
lion proper for believers. You that God hath done 
i'o m :h for b yond oth rs, ought to lhine in this 
grace of patience, and be examples to other, 
it, when God chaifcens you, though with very fore 
ion. 
1/?, Study patience under affliction: for it is the 
common path and beaten uoad to heaven, that ail 
the faints have trod, who have gone thither before 
I the print of the foot-heps of all the 
cloud oi js in this road : and would ye be 

uiar and choofe away of your own? When 
God folem dy renewed his covenant with Abraham, 
and he had prepared thefacrifice, whereby it was to 
be ratified and confy , God made a hnoking 
furaance to ; axt the pieces of the- Jacraflce, 

. : v. 17. tolet him know chat there was a barn- 
ace 1 tending the covenant of grace and 
peacd, and all that entered thereto. God has ap- 
poinfij^that all the ftones oi" this fpiritnal and have- 
Wntling fliall be hewed and polilhed by afifte- 
tion here; and we are not to think that God's or- 
dinary way will be changed for us. We m not 
think to walk on rofes' when fo many worthies have 
marched through briars and thorns to heaven. 

idly, Couihier, that the greateft afflictions you 
meet with ar ..at with the love of God, nay, 

fpring from his love to yon. Every fancYified rod 
is a gift and royal donation fent by the hand of 
God goyou, Ehil. i. 29. ' ; To you it is given, in 
behalf of Chrift, not only tobelieve on him, but 
fo to fulfer foi :e." Now furely, if we look- 

ed on the croTo as a gift, an honor, an ge, 

and bleiling we would bear it patiently, Pfalm 
xciv. 12. "Blcffed is the man whom t ill- 
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eneft, O Lord." O believer, th 
comes from the fa ne Love tliat th 

les from, . Men 

'viil not take pains to correct ftubborn fervants, 
but tyill burn i in out of d 

ftrains them t of ha- 

tred lets many a iinner go unpunilhed in this world: 
for, mid he prune or drefs which 

he intends for the fire; the malefactor efcapes 
ico irging that is condemned to the • job 

xxi. 3. "The wicked is 1 iy of de- 

'. ; they fliall ' 1 the day of 

tic is far otherwife with the children 
of God. That is a ftrange word which Job hath, 
Job vii. 17, 18. "What is man that thou fhoi 
eft magnify him; and that thou !' tine 

heart upon him; And that thou fhonldeft vifit him 
every morning, and try him every moment?" Now, 
if we compare this place with others in the con- 
text, we will fee how ho acknowledgeth that the 
moil o erwhelming diftrefs pro From the love 

and care of Go. \ yea, from his li - -care on 

him, to ma 1, I do him pood; and that 

for this end ne doth chafien him every morning, 
and try him every moment; and that v^i ;' 
afflict >ns as for the prefant arc fo far fr^rk '. 
joyous, asthatthdy gi oul no reft, but^vea 

make th , of his lite; as h eth 

what effi ir. Yea, it 

may he .. 

world, 1 had 

God: Jems 
Chi 1 of Go h bad - , of 

. and was 

ler the heigh: exai ' patience 

•■• !. Beiides 
riff of 
of Job 
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when he was ftript of all earthly comforts, and laid 
' the gre .tlons, yet he calmly falls 

and worfhips God, job i, 21. and faid 
u Naked came 1 out of my mother's womb, and 
1 ihall I return : The Lord gave, and the lord 
hath taken aw ed be the name of the Lord. 

In all this job finned not, nor charged God foolilh- 
ly." Coniider the patience of David when he was 
driven from his throne, from his houfe, and from 
God's fan&uary, and all this by his own fon : yet 
how fubminive is he Do God? 2 Sam. xv. 26. " Be- 
hold, here j. am, let him do to me as feemeth good 
to him." . ?i curfed him: and threw 

Hones at him, he patiently bore it, and v. 
no harm to be done him for it, faying as 1112 Sam. 
xvi. ii. " Let him alone, and let him curfe,for 
the Lord hath bidden him." Confider the patience 
of holy Eli when, though he heard fuch news as 
like a Hidden clap of thunder made the ears of fucli 
as heard it to tingle, and their hearts to tremble, 
yet he calmly and quietly fuhmitted to it, 1 Sam. 
hi. iS. " It is the Lord, let him do what feemeth 
him good-" He doth not fly in God's face in a 
pailiou, but falls noun at his feet in a humble fub- 
miliiou. Obferve alio the wonderful patience of 
Aaron when God aiifxlcd him very fore he is fi- 
le, it and fubmiiUve under the Lord's hand. Lev. x. 
peace. If we confider the 
greatnefs of the punifhraent, we will fee the more 
caufe to commend the greatnefs of his patience, 

1. Aaron 16ft his children ; not. his eftate or world- 
ly fubftance, but his < hildren, tla . v are a part of a 
ma l's bowel's ; other earthy lo lies are not compar- 
! to tins; therefore it > 1 that cun- 

ed the lofs of Job's children to 

larpeft 
did Rachael 
for her childn ' . ii. 18. Aaron hel 

2. Aaron ice. Ho 

lofs of one ton. 2 Sam, 



lion. 

xviii. 33. O my fori Abfalom, my 

yet Aaron loll both his ion nd faith 

not one word ; ron I(,it 

them t>y a fudden death, of which he hadno warn- 
ing; Sicknefs ufually prepares men for the 
that is coming by death ; but Aaron met with a 
furpriiing blow^ yet he'held his peace.- on's 

fons were not taken away by an ordinary ftroke of 
God's hand, but by an extraordiu rnatural 

rod ; for it is laid. 4t There went out fire from 
the Lord, and devoured them, and they died before 
the Lord," Lev. x. 2. He loft them in inch a m 
net as might fpeak forth God row, a reli- 

gions father had rather loofle all his children in the 
favor of God, than one child in his anger; yet, 
whatever were the bitter ingredients of this cup, 
Aaron was not impatient againlt God that mixed it 
for him, but held his peace, Becaufe God did it. 

4?/;(}\ To engage you to patience u ir tri- 

als do but c our cafe with that afothi 

Do not fay, • as yen are; for 

there are many far. mged in the waters of 

Mara than you on the n 

and fpend their whole da) > and years in continual 
fighikig and ftn i, to. tl 

life is fpent with grief and my year: 
Have yon fore diftrefs in your bodies; others have 
grievous in their fouls. Do you bear the 

wratbof man? o iwrathofGod. You 

have but one fmi . others have many twifted 

together. Some are ftript of, 
comfort ftill rema You may have : 

tilings in voir trial, bi t y« u have n< 
yet to complain as the . '. 7. 

" Ail thy waves and thy bi 

hat the Son of God, \ 
the ape:: ; - v , ordt- 

ies L. They had trial of crui 

arid im: 1 ts : they 

wanderedin defarts, i . and in dens and 
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caves of the earth, being deftitute, afflicted, tor- 
mented. 'II erecrucified 
ftoned to dc afunder (lain with the {"word, 
i:r. Aud yet, how well did they take with the 
crofs? faith Paul, " We glory in tribulation." 
Rom. v. i. And what .faith James? James t 2 
u My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into 
div< Ltions." As,if he had faid, Rejoiceaye 

re and more that you are afflicted: God is mag- 
nifying you, he is vifiting you, < u good, 
taking the more pains on you, and fitting you for 
glory? 

r\ti:ly\ The confider^tion of God's former mercies 
and . es tcf you lhonld engage yon to patience 

in trouble, and make you bluih to take any thing 
ill out of God's hand. This Job taught his im- 
patient wife, Jobii. 10. "What? fhall we receive 
good at the hand of God, and mall we not receive 
evil?" O believer, let not thy afflictions caufe thee 
to bury thy mercies in oblivion. Has not God 
brought'thee from Satan's family, and put you a- 
mong his children ; and will you forget to under- 
value that hour? Hath he iiruck off thy fetters, 
taken of thy prilbn-garments, and let you at liberty ; 
and, will you be unthankful? Hath he given thee 
Chriil for thy treafure and portion, and entitled 
you to his unfearchable riches; and will you be 
difcontented ? hath he given you the graces of his 
Spirit, which are more precious than rubies; and, 
will you quarrel when he jmite's in fome outward 

ngs ? hath lie made you an heir of glory, and, 
provided eternal manlions above for you; and will 
you be fretful for want of fome trifles here? The 

.. Molls had of the recompence of reward in 
heaven, caufed him to choofe to fuffer affliction pa- 
tiently with the people of God. 

6///)', The time of affliction is ufually God's 
gracious trying feaum wit,h his people, in the time" 
of their rarelt comforts and fweeteft foretaftes of 

iven. accor luig to 2 Cor. i 5. Paul and Siias did 
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never fmg more joyfully than when thej wen 
in the inner prifon, with their backs torn 
fcourges, and their feet fart in the fto 
24. And when was it that Jacob 1 law the angels 
of God afeending 

that reachcvi betwixt r rth, but at the 

time when he was in a deftitute cafe, forced to lie 
in the open i eld having no canopy but the hea- 
vens, and no pillow but a rtone? When was it that 
the three children law Chrift in the likenefs of the 
Son of man walking with them, but when the)- were 
in the furnace, and when it was hotter than ordi- 
- When was it that Ezekiel had a vifton of 
God, but when fitting folitary by the river Ghebar 
in the land of his captivity? When was it that 
John got a glorious virion of Chrift, but when he- 
was an e:ale in the ifle ofPatmos? And when was 
it that Stq heavens opened, and Chrift 

ftandmg at the ] nd of God pleading for him, 

but when they were ftoning and bruling him to 
death? So that the moil revnarkable experiences of 
Goa's klridnefs, that L:eh.;vers get in this world, 
have been tryfted to the time of affliction : the con- 
fideration whereof mould move every ChrhVian to 
wait on the Lord, and bear his crofs with patience. 

7$/y, When you are helped to chridian patience 
and fubmiulon under God's hand, it doth contribute 
much to the credit of religion, and to the conviction 
of the world, that there is a certain reality in the 
truths of the gofpel, and a great efficacy in the 
grace of God, which bears you up, and carries you 
through, beyond the ftrength of nature. 

Laftly, O believer, bear up with patience under 
the crof;, for thou haft not long to bear it God's 
wrath on the church abideth but for a moment, 
yea, a little mo ; . 3 :vi. 20. " Come, my 

people, enter thou into thy chambers, and fliut thy 
doors about thee, hide thyfelf as it were for a little 
moment, uAtil the indignation be ovcrnaft" Sure- 
ly a moment, a little moment, which is the fmaileit 
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part of time will foon be over ; and wilt thpu not 
have patience for a moment? The Pfalmift fuppo rt- 
ed hiinfelf with this cpniideration, Pfal ciii. <;. 

44 He will not always chicle, neither will he keep his 
anger forever." The time pf indignation will fooa 
be over-pair, and the time of confblation willfuc- 
O believer, the end of all thy trials is near ; 
think on it, and lock for it. Is it bodily pain or 
ficknefs that is thy: affliction ? then collider, the end 
of it will be either lie o; death ; if death, then 
what thou fuiEereft is thelaft burnt, bear it patient- 
ly. Thefe enemies you now fee, you will fee them 
again no more. In the manfions above there is no 
pain nor crying: the inhabitants there fiiall never 
fay they are lick ; and one hour with them will 
make thee forget all thy momentary afflictions. If 
the iilYe JhaU be lhe, you wilile aibarried, when 
well, that you had no more patience whilit Tick. 

t lhall clofe this direction with the words of the 
npoftle James James v. ro. 44 Take, my brethren, 
.the prophets, who have fpoken in the name of the 
Tori, for an example of buffering affli&ioni and of 
patience. Behold, we count them happy which 
endure. Ye have heard of the patience oi job, and 
have l'een the end of the Lord, that the Lord is very 
pitiful, and of tender mercy." 
— ■— 

Dire ft. III. Let believers he much employed in the 
s of God, while they are under afjliftion, by 
Jicknels or othernuife. 

AS we mould blefs the Lord at all times, and 
keep up good thoughts of God on every oc- 
'Cafion ; io efpecially in the time of affii 
Hence we are commanded to glorify the Lord in 
the fires, Ifa. xxiv. 15. And this the three chil- 
dren did in die hottelt furnace. So Job bile Red God 
when he had taken away his greateit comfctts 
job i. 11. And this is agreeable to that command, 
1 Then. v. n. " In every thing give thanks.' I 
grant indeed we cannot give thanks for afriittion as 
H 
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affliction, but either as it is the means of fome good 
to us, or as the gracious hand of God is fame way 
remarkable therein towards us. In this rel'pect, 
there is no condcion on this fide of hell, but we 
have caufe to praife God in, even in the gre&teft 
calamities. Hence it was that David, when he 
fpeakes of his affliction, Pial.cxix. 67. addsprefent- 
ly' "Thou art good and dolt good." And he de- 
clares, ver. 65. "Thou hail delt well with thy 
fer.vant, O Lord' ac( ordinjj unto thy word. 
Hence Paul and Silas praifed God when they were 
fcourged and imprilbned. 

Weil then, O believer, obey the command \ of thy 
God, and imitate his worthies, by praifing God \nu 
der thy affliction. 1. This practice would be very 
pleafant and acceptable to God; for as mufic is 
fweetefton the waters, ib praife is moft agreeable to 
God from an afflicted foul on tl rs ot trouble. 

It is a fign of a noble and his fpiritj to ling 

thepraifes of God's goodueis, while Ins hand is af- 
flicting us. Diftrefs and danger will make the 
wiekedeft to prayj but it is a principle of love and 
gratitude that makes the foul to piaile. 2. It wo; -Id 
bring credit to religion, to ice faints thankful a 
praiiing God under the crofs: it would l ao- 

ple fay, fufely they find fweetheft in God and his 
ways, that we fee not ; fheyjp - hat 

the world knows not d this . .te 

ftranger; to come and try : life. fhe joy- 

ful praifes of the martyrs at the Ptakes, and in the 
flames, made people go home with love to religion 
in their hearts. 3. If the iffue of yo t :r afili&ion 
mould he death, this employment of praife would 
be a fweet preparative to fit an J d fpofe ; . on for the 
work of heaven, life yourfelf much to this heaven- 
ly life, and. be eft trying to ling the long of Mofes 
in time of fickrfefs and trouble; and 
•"■ : '■'- f Jcettn tfye thoughts of death, and make 
ncline to be there, were praife is their con- 
ork. 
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Qipft. What mould be the fubject. of a believer's 
!. iViving and praife under affliction ? 
..v. He hath manifold grounds of praife ; as 
i ft. Upon the account of God's mercies to fiim 
■ \\ the by pa! i part of his life. His mercies to 
thee, O believer, cannot be numbered; compare 
thy mercies with thy crolies, and thou wjLlt foon fee 
thy receivings arc far greater than thy, fufferings. 
Tnou had had many days of plenty for one day of 
fcarcity, many days of liberty for one r!ay of 
ftraits, many days of health for one day of ficknefs. 

And are not thefe to be remembered with praife? 

%<Hy, And more particularly in thy greateft af- 
1, thou haft ground to praife God, O believer, 
thou wa'l bora in a land of light, where thou hadft 
the means of convcrfation to God, and acquaintance 
with Jefus Chrift ; and cipecially, that God of his 
free grace made thefe means effect al to work a fav- 
ing change on you, when others were paffed by. Is 
not this matter of praife that he opened your eyes, 
bled your foul, and renewed your heart? that 
. ve you Chrift, forgave your fins, and adopted 
you into his fun; ly, ana made you an heir of Lea- 
ven? Oh ! v. hat a fad cafe would it be, if you were 
yet in your fins, anci in the bondage of Satan; if 
you had conversion work to begin to, if you had 
\ r faith and juftification and intereft in Chrift all 
to lee!;, and all your preparations for heaven to 
make : if you had all this to do with a fick and 
pained body, and a difordered mind that c; 
command one fettled thought with the terrible 
view of death and eternity before your eyes. This 
is the cafe that God in ju dice might have left yau 
to. Well then, ought yon not to praife God, that 
fent his Holy Spirit in time to determine your heart 
to clofc with Chriit, and be reconciled to that God, 
you are fhortly to appear before; and that thefe fins, 
h now would have been your terror are all for- 
giv( a, and v. allied away through the blood of Jefus 
Chrift. 

H2 
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, Is it not matter of praife in thy greatefl 

ilio-.i halt a great High Fried, that is 

:o the heavens, to provide a manfion wkh 

receive thy i'oul when 

From the bod/? " that, where he is, there 

you may 

j.'h!y. You hayecaufe to biefs Go.l, that he fends 
fuch rentable harbengers, as ficknefs and trouble, 
to tell you that death is approaching, and that he 
Ihbuld t pains oh you to. wean youfaom the 

world, and nui-voi willing to be gdhe. Many of 
God's peo] i have been averfe to dying at the 

of a ficknefs, by the increafe and con- 
ice of it, have been brought to be well fatisfied 
to depart that they may be withChri 

$ihly, '/on have ground to blefs God for timing 
year afflictions fo well, that he lent ihem not till he 
faw you ftood in need of .them; he faw a need for 
thern, as i Pet. i. 6. and he would not let you want 
what was needful. 

ttkly, You ought to praife God, that he mitigates 
your trials, and proportions your burden for your 
back that when he takes a red to you, he hath not 
madeira fcorpion ; that/when he deprived yon of 
one comfort and en ot nripyou of 

ad, and leave you wholly comfortleis; that ■ 
you fuffer in oie thing, lie hath not made you to 
fuffer in every thing,, in foul, body, eftate, rel; 
and all together ; that inftead of aiiiici 
few days, he hath not made your whp i fcene 

of miu Blefs God that he punilh- 

eth you lefs, unfpe your inkji 

oeferve; thatyour fick-bed is not hell, your 
is not everlalhng burnings, yoi r pain is not the 
; of the v. i h. 

-;i!:iy, You have caufe to God, that; 

tion is not fo great as th; , and 

re that were very de; i and had 

not grieved him fo much as you have iloiic. Re- 
member the trials that fome have endured of 
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u whom the world was not worthy." which I men- 
tioned before as recorded, Iieb. xi. Yours are 
nothing to theirs, nothing to Job's, that eminent 
fervarit of God. Obferve the differences with thankf- 
giving and praife. 

'6lhly, Yon have rcafon to blefs God for the 
flrength and fupport he hath given you under af- 
fliction. You would foon link and fuccomb under 
a fmall burden, if lie did not fupport you by his 
grace; but, when he bears you up, the heaviest tri- 
al fliall not fink you. Have you not met with fome 
afflictions, you have thought at a diftance you would 
never have been able to bear up under them ? yet, 
when they that come, you have found them light 
and portable, by reafon of the ftrength God hath 
bellowed on you. 

ythly, You have ground of thankfgiving that the 
mercies and blellings which God hath continued 
with you, are far grater than thefe he hath taken 
from yon, For though he hath taken this and that 
temporal blefiing from you, yet he hath not taken 
Chrift from you, nor his holy Spirit from you; he 
hath not feparated you from his love, nor cut you. 
off from -all hopes of heaven. However great your 
trials be, yet ftill there is a mixture of mercy in your 
loi: which fhould be matter Ofpr; 

, fo.t have caufe, O believer, to blefs God, 
t'i; t all the afflictions he brings on you are in love, 
and for your profit. All his ways are mercy and 
truth to you. If he fmile, it is in mercy: and if he 
finite, it is in mercy. God may change his difpen- 
fations, but bis heart is ftill towards them, and the 
cords wherewith he l'cor.rgeth them, and cords of 
love. Their prone is t thing he aims at, in 

all their chafhfements, He.b. xii. 10. lie defigns 
thereby to reclaim them from their wanderings cut 
off for their lulls, make them pant and 

long for a better date, and caufe them to mend their 
.o.v ird it. Hence David faith, "It is good 
for me that I was afflicted : For before I was afflict- 

«3 



9 3 

ed, I went aftray, but now I have learned to keep 
t hy wol l»» pfai. cx i x< 67, 71. From allVhicli 
appears e manifold grounds ofpraifie, even 

/ion. 

Direct. IV. Let the children of God, ivben vifitei 
i»ithjicknefs,fet about aftttt 
and eternity, 

1^ VERY believer hath his main work done, and 
\j is always in a gracious ftafce, by reafon of his 
union with Jefus Chrift, his reconcilation with God, 
through the merit of his blood, and the univerfal 
change that is wrought in him by regenerating and 
fanctifving grace; upon which accdunt ever) child 
of God hath habitual preparation for meeting with 
death. Yet becaufe frequently, when ficknefs com- 
eth, there are many things out .of order with them, 
that make death frightful and v Le, they 

muft let about aftual prcparaiton for death, ai I 
feek to, have their fouls made ready for the bride- 
groom's coming. And here I lhall fhew wherein 
thisa&ual readinefs of believers doth cotvfift, which 
mould be their proper workand exerciie in time of 
fickaefs, efpecially when ficknefs is lingering, a 
doth not de'droy the ufe of reafon. But bevy are of 
thinking that this mould be delayed till ficknefs 
come: No, nc; the time of h atth is the main 
working feafon", and all 11 hen by hard, as 

far >le. But, feeing even the beft g< 

hud much to do at the very lait, I I the 

following advices for ; al preparation. 

1//, ficknefs is a mean- appointed of God 

for' his people's good, and p 

them *br a betl ;o r "P 

he benefit officknefs, feek God's h ipon it 

that thereby you may be helped to < more 

of the evil of fin, that you may bate r it 

the more, and that you may ! the 

vanity and vexation of the v rid, /o r 

heart loafed from all the thing and brought 
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to a willingnefs to be diUblved, that you may be with 
C .-}.. 

I'll ■'. the time of ficknefs and death is the 

time • rreateft need, beg earnestly of God, 

lor your Redeemer's lake, fuch Special alliftance, in- 
fluence s of his iioly Spirit, as he 
I or you in your- prefent low and weak 
. in order to carry on and complete 
actual readinefs for meeting with hlmfelf at d 
aiid entering into the invisible world, and being fix- 
ed ii ng Ikne. 

3^, Renew the exercife of repentance, and of faith 

in the blood bfChrift, for removing all grOunds-of 

quarrel and controverfy betwixt God and yoi ■ 

And in order thereto, review your by part life, and 

look into; d r] b, andfearch out every pre- 

dol of jealoufy ; for if thdre be 

any iniquity regarded i 1 cc, and unrepented 

of by you, it may occafion no little anguilh and bit- 

ternefs offp rit in a dyir Well, when thou 

haft dii ; [in, h imbly coi fefs and bewail it be- 

fore the Lord, and o' the 

blood of Jefus 1 n of God, which cieanf- 

'wr.n all fin. Yea, make confeflion of all thy 

fins, and rly rcnccl upon th( ai I 

ipring of them, viz thy original fin. Know the 

•j of thy own heart, and mourn c - /er it, mourn 

ding of much precious time. 

Mourn for the unprofrtablenefs of thy life. Nov/, 

1 the a : is laid co the root of the tree by fi< I 
it is high time to mourn for your unfruitfulnei! 

of grace and waterings of thje holy 
Spirit. Morr againft fuch light 

and love as ha tyed to you in, 

the glorious gofpel. And m a fpeeiai 

1 lor your fins of i, which commonly 

by us. Tir s mourn for all 

I • ion doit •.. coi :h wil 

i t death flioi Id Unci every man, 

iid ofGodj in the exercife of mourn- 
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Lig and repentance : for they that thus low in tearSf 
ihal) eternally reap in joy. But lee that j o\v; tears 
run much from the gofpel i hannel, and flow from the 
believing views of a crucified Chriit, whom you have 
pierced by your fins. And, in the raid ft of your 
mourning, be (till aiming to take faith's grips of the 
clefcs of this rock, lor iheltering thy foul from the 
guilt of by paft fins; fay, iL Lord Jcfus, I have no 
refuge but thy wounds, no fountain but thy 
blood, no covert but thy righteoufnefs. And feeing 
thou freely nuke ft oiler of thy merits for my pro- 
tection, and inviteft even the chief of finners to come 
unto thee, faying, Look unto me, mid he ye faved. 
Lord, I embrace the offer, and flee to thee to cover 
me." O believer do this, not once or twice, but do 
it a hundred times over j do it as long as thou hail 
breath to draw in the world. Be full breathing to 
the very laft, alter a crucified Jefus for relief againft 
the guilt of lin, which thou art always contracting, 
and wilt be till the earthly houfe of this tabernacle be 
duTolved. 

4//;/y, In order to your actual readinefs to go 
forth to meet the bridegroom, when coming to you 
by death, you muft do as the wife virgins, Matth 
xxv. 7. " A rife and trim your lamps." As it is on 
enoi gh to have a fair lamp of a profeluon, fo it is 
not fufficient to have only the oil of grace in the 
nay, to have it burning in fome degree. 
There is more reqnifite at this time, that the foul 
may be act [31 ; the lamp muft be trimmed, 

which imports. ://, Afupplying it with more oil, you 
muft feels to have your grace increafed, to have new 
degrees, new ftrength, and new 1 f giv- 

en you from God, to fit you for the laft con id with 




may be in a low declining 
condition: you muft endeavour to ftir and raife it 

up to a more lively exercife ; and more elevated acts. 
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S//V up the r if "i that is in ties: make the oil burn clear 
and (hine bright. Bring faithi loye, repentance and 
holy define, to a lively ejicrcife. 3*#y, This trim- 

impbrts the ( of the lamp, by t 

away the dead allies that hinder the light, or prevent 
its burning fo clearly as it otherwife would. So you 
muft labour to take away the dead allies of corrup- 
tion, that hinder the Ihining of grace: remove all 
unbelief, earthlinels, deadnds, felf, and formality, 
and whatever ellc coth fuppreis the excrcife of faith, 
lo v'e, I f-minde inefs : let all thefe dead 

d aw ay by repentance and mortifica- 
tion. As you ought to iirive earneftly againft all 
heart evils in time of health, fo now labour to 
give them a dead liroke when death's harbinger 
■ s you a fummons. 

rtf ■ 1 in gathering and fummingup all 

evidence , en and eternal lire, that fo 

you may not venture into the dark valley at an un- 
. The comfort of dying will much depend 
0.1 the clearnefs of your evidences ; it is therefore 
your wifdom to examine them carefully, and fee if 
you can fay, t- 1 know in whom I have beliey< : ; ] 
have confented with ; to the method offalva- 

tion laid down in the covenant of grace. I arn defir- 
oua that the glory of it fhould be eternally afcribed 
grace of Gcd, and the u. ati re t e wholly 
1 Lave chofen God lor my por- 
tion, and Chrill '■'■ r my only Saviour; and the hap- 
ch Iaim'atis, to enjoy God in Chrift for 
.!, in orcier thereto, I depend on the holy 
Spirit to apply the redemption which Jefus Chrilt 
hath 1 I to me, and to fancWy me perfectly. 

There is no fin but what I hate and dchre to part 
with. I \ ther have more holinefe, than to 

have 1. the pleafures in the world. I 

ag of Chrift's kir.gc'om, 
and prefer Jer falem to .feic joy." II this 

voir e >>-,. may cheerfully take 

by the cold hand, and welcome its grim mefle 
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and long to be gone that you may be with Chrifh 
You nay fay as Pialm xxiii. 4. " When I walk 

;h the valley of the ihadow of death, I will fear 
no evil, for thou art with me. You mav go off the 
ftage with the 1 words in your mouth, Pfalnj 

spixi. 5. M l-Mo thine hand I commit my fpirit, for 
thou haft redeemed me, O Lord God of truth." 

6//Vv, Laboi tly to overcome the love of 

life and fears of death, lb as to be content to part 
with all things here at God's call. O believer, what 
is there in this earth to tempt thee to hang back, 
v hen Cod calls you to depart ? while you are here, 
you may lay your account with many lofles, ci 
disappointments, griefs, and calamities of all forts. 
Friends will fail you, enemies will hate you, lulls 
will moleft you, Satan will tempt you, and the world 
will deceive you. Death is the way that tl 
of God's faints, and all the cloud ofwitneffes have 
gone before you ; yea, the Lord Jefus your head 
hath trod this path and hat] he tting out of 

death, and hath paved a way through its dark 
that his people . lift w him ; Hath the Cap- 

tain of your fahration gone before y.u, and will any 
of his foldWs flirink to follow him? Art thou con- 
tent to reiuaiii always at the fame diilance from 
him, and to enjoy no more of his prefencfi than now 
you have? are j ou lktisfied to live i\.r ever with no 
more knowledge of G«d,no more love to Chrilt, no 
more holincfs or heavenly -mindednefs than at prei 
fcaz you have ? Do you not groan under your re- 
ing ignorance, deadnefs, wanderings, pride, 
i>aflion, unbelief, felfifhnefs, worldlinefs and other 

tdlufts that here befet you? And are you not 
defirc is to go to the place where you will be eternal- 
em all, and where you (hall never 

am- of a dull, dead, and fenfelefs frame of 

! , or oi any heart-w carinefs or wandering in du- 

y more? For the heart Jhall then be as a fixed 

in the temple of God, and thai] go no more 
out: the eternal adoration and praifes .of God lhall 



Afflitted Man's Companion. 95 

be the foul's delight and element forever. By fuch 
considerations drive to conquer h< fears of depth 
and delires of life, which are often great clogs to the 
people of God in their prepartions for hitting. 

nthly, Be oh meditating upon the heavenly glory 
which ihortly ail believers will fee and enjoy. Be 
much in die contemplation of the glorious company 
above; behold Chrift upoi his glorious throne, at 
the right hand of God and Abraham, David, Peter, 
Paul and all the red of the faithful ones, with their 
■ueoufkefs, triumphing about their re- 
Think, O believer, how happy will that 
day he, when thou Ihaltmeec with thy father, and 
brethren, and thou (halt fee thy elder brother on the 
throne, ready to pal's icntence in thy favour. What 

ly will that fentance found in thine ears, Come 

'(fed of my Father, err, What frame wilt thou 
be in, when he fets the crown of glory on thy head ? 
O eternally free love! wilt thou cry, " O Saviour, 
thou didit wear a crown of thorns, that I might wear 
a crown of glory; thou did it groan on the crofs, 
that I might now ling. Wonderful free love, that 
chufed me, when thoufand were pafled by; that fav- 

...• from ruin, when my companions in fin mult 
burn in hell for ever." Think how raviimng it will 
be to meet with your godly acquaintances in heaven, 
whom you prayed, praiied, and convcrfed 
here! Will you not then cry out, "■ G my brethren 
a change is here! this glorious place is not 
like the poor dwellings we had on earth; this body, 
this foul, this {Lite, this place, our clothes, our com- 

our language, our thoughts, are far 1 
thole we had then! The bad hearts, the body of 
death, the corruptions and t: 3 we then com- 

ed of, are aH now gone. \Ve have no more fears 
re ufe for repentance or pray- 
er, faith or hope ; tlicfe are now (wallowed up in im- 
ificHi, eternal love, joy and praife." And 
for ifh itingon thefe things, 

read fon.c parts of the book oi Revelation, or cauie 
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them to be read to you; and fuppofe with yourfetf 

jjpu had been a companion v 

Patmps, and had got fuch i oriouq 

Majesty, the bright thro 

finning (plqndo< i winch he law ; th : their 

white robes, with crovi palms 

in their hands, and beard :g the"f 

Mofes and the La nb. and forth their 

eternal hallelujahs; what a 

d'it tho.i have been ) Ik 'iever, 

thou malt lhortly have clearer and tweeter I 
than .1 h John or any of ever 

■ earth, Surely that heavenly glory is 
.vorthy of thy thoughts, and molt luitable 
for th ditate on in time officknefs, and when 

in the vie tth.. 

/':•, It w,ould be alfo very fuitable at this time, 

in order to your actual readinefs for death, to be fre- 

Qutand longingfor Chrili's coming. 

As A.braham itood in his tent, door, ready to go 

o meet the angels that were lent unto him, lb 

mould the believer keep himlfef in a waking pollure 

zi :his time. He Ihould be like the loving wife, that 

, longs and looks tor the coming other abfent hulband, 

according to hisletters to her. By this time (thinks 

fhe) lie will be a; fuch a place, and againft inch a 

he will be at another place, and i'o in a few days 

I will fee hhn, It is the character of believers, they 

are f' ch as iove his appearing, 2 Tim. iv. 8. They de^ 

fire his coming, Cant. yiii. i^.. Make hafte,my belov* 

ed : Zven fo come. Lord Jzfus, come quickly. Believers 

>n themfelyes as pilgrims here, wan- 

.t from home, and at a 

rom then- Q • and in time of 

r for them to be crying as 

Ba\ i : ,'. 6. ■• O that I had wings like a 

dove: Id I fly away, and beat reft; I 

from the wi .peri.'* 

" ^ ' grimage, ana the 

days of my baniflnnent be finiulejd ; that I may get 
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home to my country and friends above ! Oh ! my 
Lord is gone, my Saviour hath kit the earth, anij 
entered into his glory ! my friends and brethren 
are gone to their blened reft, where they fee God's 
face, and fing his praife forever: and, how can I 
be willing to Hay behind, when they are gone? Muft 
I be finning here, when they are ferving God above ? 
Miift I be groaning and lighing, v. hen they are tri- 
umphing and dividing the l'poil ? Surely I will look 
after them, and cry, O Lord bow long? when ihail 
I be with my Saviour and my God?" 



Dirf.ct. V. Let believers in time officknefs endeavour 
all they can to glorify God, and edify thofe that are 
about them, by their fpeech and behaviour. 

IF ever a child of God be aclive to promote the 
honor and glory of God, it mould be in time of 
iicknefs, and when death may be approaching. And 
there is good reafon for it ; for iff, This may be the 
laft opportunity that ever thou llia.lt have to do any 
thing for God, and therefore thou (houldft ftudy 
to improve it to the utinoft. Heaven, to which 
thou art going, is the place where thou fhalt receive 
thy reward; but thou canlt have no aceefs there to 
advance God's glory, by commending God and 
Chriit, and religion to linners, or weak believers. 
Upon this account many of God's children have 
been content to lufpend their heavenly happinefs 
for a while, and to ftay upon the earth for foine lon- 
ger time. I have read of a certain martyr, when 
going- to fuiFer, who expreffed fome forrow that he 
was going thither, where he mould do his God no 
more iervicc, to wit, in the fenie above explained. 
And of another, that faith, " if it were polhble there 
could be a place of any grief in heaven, it would 
arife from the Chriihan's confidering, that he did 
fo little for God while he was upon earth." Now 
is the working feafon, O believer, be bufy while it 
laiL, according to the example of thy bleiled Saviour, 
John ix. 4. " 1 muft work the word of him that 
I 
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feftt me, while it is day ; for the night co 
o man can work." This couluta 
fliould bhyfelf with thegreatei 

, like Samfon before his death, who, when he 
could have no more opportunity to ferve God and 
.'his churchy he cried to'God, and laid, Judge 
2.8. " O Lord Cod, remember me I pray thee, and 
lengthen me this once." And then he bowed lum- 
felfwith all his might to pull down the pillars of 
Dagon's temple, being willing to facrifice his life to 
the ruin thereof. 

'idly, The holy fpecch and carriage of dying 
lievers mav, through the Welling of God, make 
deep impreilion upon the hearts of unregenerate men 
that are witnciles to them. Ti- 
ded the people of God far theftricl 

. and ckipiled their do 
proceeding from humour or prccifenefs ; yet have 
begun tonotice their words and actions, when 
have ken them on tick-beds, and on the 
eternity, and to have other thought^ 
holincisthan formerly I . Now a 

the man is in good earneft, and 
thoughts of his heart : and, if ever he 
ed, it miift be now. It is molt convincing to car- 
nal perlbns, to fee believers bearing up vvn 
tierice in I nefs ; to hear them lpcakin 

of God, commending his 
as their portion, in midit of their iiiar, 
to fee ch ; .ng as thole that are 

dwell with C 
friends an 

inclines them to think, fiirel mi it he a 

ty in . there is a n itible diuerencebetw i 

death :i: s aid of tin; wicked. H( 

i death of the righ- 

:;at end like 1 his. it left a 

enee, who 

had yilited 

godly Anihroie cu lais dseath bed, and law' how 



Companion. 99 

he was, and trimnjihirig crvfei 
. *>Oh 1 gbt 1« e . I die 

- 
Ktot only to deiire to die the 

) refolve to live their lives, if carnal 

I con- 
e and joy, 

al reft wtth-Chrift, and the . 
t of a ho w In 1 cis to a glorio 

an; it might be a powerful iu\ hudon to then to go 
dcr the lame -felicity; 
'. 1 'his likewife would be very edifying and 
rming to all that fear God. How much would 
it contribute to eftal ; <.-actice of ho- 

, and to rpiicken them in tin ce in 

ferving and glorifying of God in the days <f>f 

r lay, '"•Of a'l the 

•. ■ '>\-h I have ever lived, I have no comfort 

now in reillcting upon one hour, but what I ipent 

in the fervice of God. Where I to begin my hie 

mid redeem time more carefully than ever. 

One hour in communion with God is far fv. eeter 

[pent in worldly pleafures. Come 

that fear God, and i wdjtd 

what : clone for my foul. O taiie arid lee 

■ K V 

<xihiy, Cotdider the examples of God's children 
, how uleful and edifying their words 
have been, at fuch a time zo all roitnd about 
ids head I intend to inlillfully upon al 
havE lo as I in 
God ;. ers, when I ana tick or 

r it. 
'.. . • . do this !•-, :eun- 

h relbecl 

ife or v cath. tabling 

to others, to I fretful in trouble and 

God calls them. 

confirming to lee 

/fives to God's difpof- 
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al, faying, "Let God himfclf choofe for mc: he 
is wife, and knoweth belt what is needful and inoft 
proper for me; I have no will but God,s will." 
For any man todeiire to live when God calls him 10 

die or to deiire to die when God calls him to live, is 
equally a fin of cowardice: for he that defirea to 
live, is afraid to look death in the face; and he 
that defires to die, would flee from fome calamity, 
and take fhelter in death. But he is the mod va- 
liant man that can die willingly when God would 
have him die, and jive as willingly when God would 
have him live; this is true chriltian valour. 

:><//y, By pious exhortations and warnings to tlicfe 
that are about you. It may be the laft occafion 
yon may have of glorifying God this way: O do 
not loofe the feafon which may he ufcfully improved 
or the good of fouls. For thus a believer may bring 
fmore honor to God, and more advantage to pre- 
cious fouls by his licknefs and death, then ever he 
did by all his health and life in the world; for their 
fpeeches have more weight with people at fuch a 
lime then at any other. Hence the Patriarchs, 
knowing the prevalency of fuch words,do urge jo- 
feph with Jacob's dying charge, Gen i, 16. 1-7, 
''•And they fent a meflenger unto jofeph faying, 
Thy father did command before lie died, faying, l'o 

e fay unto Jofeph' Forgive, I pray thee 

the trefpafs of thy brethren,* • &c. An;! 
ought to be rendyto give good Counfel to all 
, we lie on lick beds, io eipeciaHy we mould be con- 

I for children and near relations: they are 
han others with our ficknefs, and to 
will they be with 01 s ; our admonitio 

do them good, when we are rotting in the dufi. 
3>ueft. What ought to be the fubject of our 
couries and exhortations toothers at inch a time? 

'x\ if}, It is very proper to be much in com- 
taller you have fen ed, and the exccl- 

of his fervice, to thefe that are about you 
and goodnefs of I 
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i have obeyed, and of the bounty and 

that Lord whom you have worfhip* 

loved, and praifed ; and of the greatnefs and 

■ icy of that reward you are going to : 

Let the children of God extol their father, and his 

tnd Jrindneft to them. Let the ran- 

.1 oi the Lord magnify their Redeemer, 

liis wonderful love ami fufl Tell 

others what fweetnefs and fatisfa&ion you have 

nee in attending ( 

ties; wnat comrort-you 

onrifes of his cove- 

ld thus i ■ lail breath be fpent in 

nending Chrift and religion to o- 

rs of the vanity of thew 
and of a: i its wealth and ph n that 

by your care, that thefe t: ing6 m 

l.\ ?alth, 

can figuify nothing *> a; fick- or dying man ; they 
cannot eafe us in our pains, they can afford no ] 

y cannot lengthen our lives 
ave from the \. 
of an angry God, tk Oh," may you lav, "■ what a 
had I been in at this time, if 1 
this world, and not 
and pleafures! Wiic- 
1 ; ot you hearts upon it, bin for&ke it bet- 
en by it, and make chore of that 
porting to you in the evil day." 
warning them oft . hat 

have found in it. 
Tell them , that though the devil and would 

i look on iin as a harm! 
ire will foon be gone, and a {harp ilmg will 
ill appear no lioh 
li tig hence into the awful pre 
I. You would gi-.i ad worlds 

I the blood of atonement to an- 
l' ii;:s. 

I 5 
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. 4^(", Tell them the great differenci 

ami the w.i»ke(i man's choice. The 
feth the better part nnot be I 

him ; he lays tp his treafure in heaven \ 
none can reach it ^ fo that it yields him rich lup. 

whea ficknefs and death come upon him, 
fchu O how foolifti is the wicked man's choice, that 
for a moment's flefhly pleafure, doth lofe his im- 
mortal foul and everlafting happinefs ! Warn them 
to mind the one thing needful in time, and not to 

ar their body for the worms, but to let them- 
ieh es prefently to clofe with the offers of Chriil, and 
make lire an intereft in his righteoufhefs to cover 
them in the evil day. 

5thly, Be telling them of the evil of floth and neg- 
ligence in the work of their falvation ; and 1 e exhort- 
ing them to mind it, and do it with all their might. 
For however fome may cenlhre and deride God's 
people now for their ftriftnefs, diligence, and zeal 
in the matters of religion ; yet when they come to 
die, they will be ready to wifla that they had been 
more diligent in falvation work ; that they had 
loved God, fled to Chriil, and had fought and ferved 
him with all their hearts and fouls: and to cry, " O 
for a little more time ! O if God would recover and 
try us once more with health, how diligent would 
we be!" And tell them that theie who have been 
nooft ferious and painful rn falvation work, yet, when 
they come to die, do much lament their (loth and 
negligence : yea, theie that have been moil: re- 
proached by the world for their diligence and fer- 
vency, do often wiih at that time, " O that we had 
been a thoufand times more diligent and laborious 
in God's fervice!" 

(itbly, Labor to perfuadc others of the preciouf- 
nefs of time, the wifdom of improving the time of 
youth, and of health, and the great tolly of delay- 
ing repentance, and of putting ic off to a lick-bed. Say 
to them, " I find now by experience, that a time of 
ficknefs is a m ft unfit ieafon to do any thing to 
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purpofe for the foul; my mind is fo diverted and 
1 for fpjritual work by ibknefs and pain, 
that I cannot attain to any fuitable compofure for it. 
And how. tnili ire I, if I had all my work to 

begin at this tune! J> take warning, and improve 
precious time, and^cfpecially the day of the gofoel, 
tlie time of the fpint's ftrrvingsi, and the time of 
youth, which is the moft ufual ieafon of the conver- 
lion of fouls, and of bringing fmners into acquain- 
tance with Jefus Chrii'c." 

Direct. VI. Let God? s children; ivkenfick or dying. 
be exprefjfing a great concern for the advancement 
tf the kingdom of Chriji' and oj true religion in the 
terdtion, 
?~~jPE.\L and public fpiritednefs for Chriit's inter- 
Jf_j cit is very becoming his people in ail the peri- 
eir life, but more efpecjaUy at this time. 
\V hen Chrift is ready 10 take you to his kingdom in 
heaven, O be not unmindful of his kingdom 011 
II would be acceptable to God, and plea.- 
aut in the light of men, to fee you expreiiiug a warm 
co' cern for the riling age, and for promoting the 
ire of the fouls of your children, and others that 
furvive you : and feeing you can be no longer ufeful 
to tliefe you leave behind, By your councils, exam- 
ples, or prayers, as formerly; do your utmoil for 
now. And this concern the children of God 
in time of ficknefs may evidence feverai ways. 

iyV, By earned prayers to God, both for the prof- 
qerity of his church, and thefiouriihing of religion iu 
general, and alio for your children and relations in 
particular, that they may be a holy feed, and a gen- 
eration to ferve God, and ihew forth his praife in the 
world, when you are gone off the iiage. 

oMy, By intrufting the care of your children's ed- 
ucation to fuch tutors and guardians as will be much 
concerned for their fouls, a.:d will fee before them 
godiy examples and inluv.chous in their young and 
tender years. 

3./^, By filling your latter-wills and teftaments 
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with many piovi ■ and folemn charges to 

your children and relations, with refpedt to tl 

lcrviug of God, and \. iim in their fam- 

and in fecret: fo never look iiito 

yoiu ints, and the I left to them, but 

they will hear fame thing that may be ai up. 

him I edifying -to their fouls. 

4//6/y, By honouring the Lord with your fubftance. 
aod leaving fomething of what God hath 
you with to pious uies ; particularly for the religious 
education of the children of the poor, for buying 
n, and. other good books; and for pro- 
sing of Chhilian knowledge in ignorant pla< 
inch as ine highlands and iflands, by erecting and 
maintaining fchools therein; whid rk 

is happily begun, and pretty far advanced by t 
honorable fociety at Edinbwrg, whole trealurer is 
ready to receive donations fr©m all inch as the L< 
pleaieth to move to make a free-will offering 
promoting that pious deiign. Many ] 
have contributed already thereto; and it a .;- 

ble that others, whom Gcd hath i it, 

mould mind it before they die; for by fatal expc 
ence we may obierve, that the molt godly parents do 
not know how their children will employ tbe efti 
they leave them, whether for their \: 

as oil to feed the lamp's in God's . It is 

proper for themfelves then, before they go off the 
itage totdifpofe of fome part ofrfheir fubitance, for 
the glory and fervice of that God who gave it 
wnti 

5tbly, It ntribute to promote piety, and 

| on the n 
'• chiklre . f 

ivt\{ to king 
12. So in lil 

i in the hands of 

or threatening 
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livered to your children or friends, upon occafion 
either of their good or bad cenverfation after your 
death : which ; ivould be more regarded by 

them, than the counleis you gave them in the time 
of your life ; for in forne refpect they would be re- 
ceived and read by them, as if they were letters from 
heaven. 



Direct. VII. Let the children of God labor to fortify 
thcmfelves what they can againft all Satan' 's temp- 
tations and ajfauXtS) which they may expect to meet 
•with in ti \nefs and afflic~lion. 

A TIME of afiiiction is commonly a time of 
temptation : for the old ferpent knows the 
fittelt feafbns for afTaulting'the children of God ; 
and he will not be wanting to improve this opportu- 
nity of advantage for fetting upon the poor foul. 
When Pharaoh heard that the people were entan- 
gled in the wildernefs, he purfuexl them : fo when 
Satan lees a foul entangled with diftrefles and trou- 
bles, he thinks it high time to make an attack. He 
feeks to winnow and lift away the believer's grace, 
an J therefore he comes when the corn is a threflling 
by the rod. When Job was fmiteen ; in his eltate, 
health, and all other comforts, then this coward falls 
him, and tempts him to impatience, murmur- 
ing and wrong thoughts of God. 

At this time, O believer, you have fpecial need to 
be on your guard, and lookout. Reckon always, 
or trouble conaeth, the prince of this 
world comcth alio. Stand then to your defence, 
and put on your armour, efpecrally the ihield of faith, 
that you may be able to quench the fiery darts of the 
de\ il. Yon hive need at this time to put in practice 
.ord's direction, " Watch and pray, that ye en- 
ter not iniio temptation." Pray for wiidom and (kill 
to counteract him, and that you may not be ignorant 
of his devices , and pray particularly for grace to 
make yon proof againit all his faiie representations 
of G< providence to yon; io? he that durft 

represent Job falfely to an all-feeing and all-knowing 
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b much boUliu: 
■. who ice and know fo li 

l you to i I God is ai 

ith you as; 
.vl. Job xxxiu. 10, 11. " ] 
ttli o \\ me, he counteth me for ! 

; i the itocks, !' 

all my path-." But obier-ve what El 
*• 'In this thou art notjult.; God is 

fcky doit thou itri-. or he 

.iint of all 
fpoke before of the wrong thou 
apt to harbour in tina< 
Chap. II. Direct. 3. I fhall proceed to (peak of fome 

oris wherewith Satan doth a 
God's people when in diftrefe, and furoifh ibiae an- 
fw.ers the] 

i.Saith '■ "' Thou art nothing I 

hypocrite : all ,jous performances ha\ e been 

a of men : thou 1 
hail repeated or believed fmcerely in the ii-ht of 
God." 

Anfiu. I acknowledge there hath been much hy- 

y in me, but 1 hope it is not allowed 

ng liypocrily ; I. always wrehied againft it: 

i am not a ! e. I regarded the 

eileern of men too d 1 hope I value the ef- 

teem of God much more. My faith a ranee 

are v. eak, but I ho tc\ er 

Lve formerly cleaved to 
thefe ■ . 

all my bus, I look to him 

I aui heartily willi I by the i 

1 I [ 

j and here I give 1 
to L. tad- this 

; and 1 
trilt's lake, whatever my 
. 
Tempt.zz. e tempter, " Thy r< 
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cannot be true ; for thy heart is not broken, and 
thine eyes do not ihed tears for I 

An/w. It is my very greaj burden and cpnftant 
complaint to God, that J cannot attain to 
meafure of forrowand contrition for fin: 

• be confined 

! fymptoms of forrow a&ibme do 
e 1 can fay throt gh grace, that my 
heart is fet again ft all fin, great and fmall: and I 
i give all 1 have in the world to be wholly de- 
ed from fin. 

>. Saith the tempter, " But thy day of 
grace is pail, it is too late for thee to think oi re- 
penting or believing: God will not accept of thee 
now." 

Attfhi. But I hope it is not fo with me, - feeing God 
me a heart that pants after God, and Chrift, 
in the way of commanded duty . The offers ot fal- 
vation through Chrift are made to all who believe 
and repent; and la^e penitents are not excluded 
from the benefit of tiieie gracious offers more than 
oth 

npt. 4. But faith the tempter. " Thou art none 
oi' God's elect, and if Limn be not chofen to falvation, 
thou can!! not be i a , eel." 

Anfw. Secret things belong to God, and it were 
prefumption in me do pry into his ferret decrees; 
but one thing I am fure of, that every foul that is 
chofen to faith and repentance, is alio choien to fal- 
truft God hath choien me to the for- 
mer, and therefore to the latter. 

Tempt. 5. But faith the tempter, " You over-value 
your gni I 1 L lb they cannot be true 

and 1 ■ 

■ count them all but lofs and dung 
into; hrift. I defire always to be deep- 

ly hi ' a fenfe oi" my linfulnefs and un- 

worth motion that would 

carry me away froin. Chrift and his righteoufnefs, 
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and would tempt me to rely on m and duties, 

or put them in the lead in *. 

xpt. 6. "The hi i > / ficknefs may 
and thou art not ready: for them hail no afluranct 
of iby falvation." 

\v. A pel 'Vet certainty is not to he expc&ed 
hero; there will be itdl iome qi ef lions, fome doubts 
and fears; hut thefe I reibrve not to indulge now 
but to break through all. that I may embrace Cliriil 
and be found in him. The defircs of my foul are to 
Chrift, and the remembrance of his name : and inch 
I believe, he will not fuller to perifh, " J believe 
Lord help my unbelief." 

Tempt. 7. " Bjttt thou art a ftranger to the invifibb 
world ; how wilt thou adventure into that world 
offpirits, with which thou halt fo little acquaint- 
ance.^' V 

Anfvj. But Chrift, who is my head and belt 
friend, is no ftranger to it; he is the Lord of that 
land, and provides manlions for all his people there ; 
and he will recieve every one of them home, and 
lodge them fafely. " The fpirits of juft men made 
perfect," were once what my fpirit now is ; they 
were Grangers to that worid before they came to 
it, as well as 1; but their head being in it, encour- 
aged them to go to it ; and now they rejoice in it as 
the kindly dwellii g-place of ah the faints. 

Tempt. 8. " But thou art vile, and God is infinite- 
ly pure and glorious ; how canft thou think of ap- 
proaching fo near to him ?" 

Jnftv. rhoi gh a weak eye be not able to look upr 
on the fun. yet I hope to be fitted and ftrengthened 
for that glorious fight. Befides, God doth now ap- 
pear to , s m his Son Chrift, where his infinite glory 
is pleafantly vailed fo as the faints may behold him. 
1 hefe glorified fouls above were once vile as well 
as others? but their Saviour did cieanfe them, and 
prefent themto the Father without fpot or wrinkle. 
And whatever be my unworthinefs, I am relieved 
by confuting my union with Chrift, and looking 
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on the glory and dignity of my head. Surely God 
will not defpife the members of his dear Son, nor 
trample on any that are his flefh and bones. 

Tempt, 9, " But what will become of thy wife 
and children, when thou art taken from them ? 

Jn/w.lil truft God i'o willingly with my foul, 
and my eternal concerns, why I may not fruit him 
with my relations alio ? Have I not fcen how won- 
derfully he hath provided for others? Doth not 
, thing in the world depend on his will and 
pleafure ? How eafy is it then for God to fiipply his 
■own ? 

Tempt. 10. " But Mill death is terrible to nature, 
even the king of terrors." 

Aafiv. But my Redeemer haft tailed death for 
me, and taken out its fearful lling ; he hath con- 
quered death, and keeps the keys of death and hell. 
Wherefore through him will I fing, " O death, 
where is thy fttng ? O grave, where is thy victory?" 
Tempt, ii. " But it is terrible to think of appear- 
ing before God's tribunal, to be tried and judged." 

Anfw. But my friend and interceffor wili be the 
Judge there. Will Chrift condemn the members 
of his own body, and thefe he hath fo often com- 
forted ? 

But belides all thefe, a holy God may fometimes 
iiiffer the tempter to afiault his own people in time 
.of their affliction with his fiery darts and his fiercelt 
battering engines, fuch as temptations to Atheifm, 
blafphemy, defpair, &c. whereby their fouls may be 
terribly lhaken, and fore amazed. 

Your relief in this cafe is to look to your head 
and remember how he was himfelf buffetted by this 
enemy, aflaulted with the moft odious temptations 
that he might thereby get an experimental touch* 
and feeling of your condition, in order to his fympa- 
thizing with you, and relieving you from this ene- 
my, whom he hath already conquered in your 
name. But for thefe things he will be enquired of 

K 
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by the houfe of Ifrael. Yon muft act faith on your 

exalted head. 

C H A P. IV. 

Containing fome fpecial directions to unregenerate 
perfons, when afflicted by ficknefs or otherwife. 

Direct..-!. Take a -ferious view of the miferahle 

condition of a ChriJlUjs per/on under Jlcknefi or 
heavy affliction* 

tft. /CONSIDER the v&ft dhTerenec betwixt 

\_y cafe, and that of a true believer ; lie hath 
ground of confolation in the greateft diftrefs, but 
you have none. However iharp the rod oi 
tionbe to him, yet it is in the hand of a Fatl 
but you have to dp with an angry and iln-revei 
God": and who may hand in his fight, if once he 
be angry? for he commands both the firft and fe- 
cond death, and he can caft you both into the grave 
and hell at once, Rev. vi. 8. " Hell followed the 
palehorfe." Death is the king of terrors, but hell 
is a tboi.fand times more terrible. When God af- 
flicts his children, he hands to them in the relation 
of a lovirg Father ; but lie deals with you as an 
incenfed judge. Though he fees it neceflary for 
their good to chaftife them, yet he doth it with a 
relenting hand ; yea, every itroke goeth as it were 
to his heart, Ifa. h.iii. o. tk In all their ailhction he 
was afui&ed." But when he arifeth to punifh his 
enemies, he ffri'kes them with hatred arid detefta- 
tion, as a man would do a toad or venemous crea- 
ture. Though ihcv cry he hath no pity, Prov. i. 
2.6. w I will laugh at your calamity, and mock 
when your fear cometh." 

idly, If your fickrrefs threaten you with death, 
what a dark and melancholy profpect muft you 
have of your approaching change ? Why, O Chrlft- 
lefs foul, it is what you are wholly unprepared tor, 
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The old houfe fall clowns about your cars, before 
you have another Ibdgi i-.-d. When death 

ou to the door, you lia'c co where to lay 
your head, it be on a bed of fire and briui- 

ftone. C how furprifing and fearful will the change 
be, that death will make on you ! A change from 
earth to bed, from light to darknefs, from conforms 
to terrors, from hope to difpair, from the offers of 
grace to the revelation of wrath ; a change fro n the 
ty of faints on eartli, to the company of the 
d in hell. Whatever fond hopes of falvation 
you have now, your hopes ihall lead you no farther 
to the king of terrors, and then " your Lopes 
be cut oft, and your trull like a fpi.ier's web." 
Job viii. 18. Though it cod you much pains to 
weave and fupport this web now, it will prove a 
weak and (lender defence to your foul, when death 
comes with his befom of dellruclion, and fweeps both 
and it away to hell. You will then be taken 
from all the means of grace you have abided, and 
be forever deprived of an opportunity of buying oil : 
lamp mall go out to death, and never be light- 
ed any m 

3.'-//;', In this extremity you have no airth to look 
to for comfort. O Chm'ticl's (inner, wh.it will you 
do in the day of vifitation ? To whom will you flee 
for help ? Your houfes, your lands, your nione)', 
voir honour-, your companions, your relations, will 
all be iniferiible comforters to you, Every 

difmal round about you. If 

look \ -on for help, you may fee you friends 

uting your cafe; but this will do 

.oil and mifery. If 

r relief, eonfeieaee, that be- 

I not fuller to fpeak, will meet you 

: '1 bring to 

you have 

proven, "the o5- 

ou have refn great faLvatio 1 

you hi ..,: t hee to 

K 2 
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provoke Cod, and (light Chr.lt, for a little worldly 
profit, or a little hrutiih pleafi re ? Can thefe relieve 
thee when the arrows of the Almighty hick within 
thee, and the terrors of God do fee themfelves in ar- 
ray againft thy foul ? In the mean time the devil, 
that tempted you to your foul-ruining courfe, will 
ftep in, and reprefent your lins in their blackeft co- 
lors and aggravations to render you altogether 
hopelefs and defperate. O {inner, thou that rcfuf- 
eft reft from Chrift in the day of health and grace, 
fhalt find no eafe from the creature in the day of 
ficknefs and death. Your ficknefs will allow no 
reft to your body, and your fins will permit no eafe 
to your foul, You may expeel the fulfilling of that 
threatening, Deut.xxv\iiho5 — 67. "The Lord lhall 
give thee a trembling of heart, and failing of eyes, 
and forrow of mind. And thy life lhall hang in 
doubt before thee, and thou fhalt have fear day and 
night. In the morning thou fhalt fay, Would God 
it were even: and at even thou fhalt fay, Would 
God it were morning," becauie of the pain of thy 
body and anguifn of thy fpirit. 

Direct. II. Let unr egener cited per -fans carefully im- 
prove their ficknefs and affliclion, as means to fur- 
ther their converfion ; and pray that God may blefs 
it for thai end. 

MANY r have begun their acquaintance with 
God, and with themfelves in the time of af- 
m; the furnace is frequently the Spirit's •. 
houfe, where he forms his veflels 01 praife. There 
are many who, while health and ftrength con 

nothing but vain pleafures; one day they go 
to their gaihes and fports, another day to their cups, 
and lafcivious company, another clay to viMfcng 
their friends ; and thus they fpend the whole time 
of their health, and profperity in fin and vanity. All 
rhe warnings, counsels, and exhortations of parents, 
friends and minifters, do them no good, they can- 
not endure to entertain a ferious thought of God or 
of Chrift, of death, of heaven, of hell, or judgment 
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to come. But when God doth calf them into fick- 

nefs, or fonie great afHidion. they, through the 

of God, begin to come to thcmfelves, like 

the prodigal, and think of returning again to their 

vend inftances to this purpofe might be 

The earl of llochefter is a kite one, whofe 

itoriouily lewd, profane, and atheiitical, 

and who had wickedly employed his wit and parts 

to redicule all religion; yet when lie was aroicted 

with pain and ficknefs, and brought to the gates of 

death, he began to entertain quit ether appreh 

;s then he had done before; he profeuep he hid 
11 : 1 rend thoughts of religion and hoii- 

hjch before he laughed at; he molt earn;- 
and aftecVionately Warned others to abandon their 
evil courfes, and to live religioufly and fobefly, and 
to ' ; religion as the greateft reality in the 

world ; he retracted all his impious and profane lan- 
guage, wherewith lie ufed to reflect on the ways of 
godlinefs, and \ attefted ail this under his 

ha] 

Tray then for the divine blcifmg on your ficknefs, 
l( it may contribute to the conversion of your 
foul;. which it doth feveral ways, rif, By openinr 
men's eyes to get a true fight of things, to behold 
i.i its true ikape, and fin in its proper col- 
the rod is faid to give tvi/thm, Prov. 
r. They who have mocked at religion, and 
I : 1 all their day?, have been taught by 
fs to change their tune. Then they be- 
; of the Bible, and to value and 
I for a pioUs minifter, and to defire the prayers of 
the people of God. Now they preceive lin. to be 
gall and wormwqod, they lothe and abhor 
that which they liked before; now the word of 
God makes deep i 1 on them, and particular- 

word as that, jer, ii. 19. " Know there- 
that it is an evil thing and bitter, that 
thou hv.i forfaken the Lord thy God." 

*3 " 
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?J!y, Sickncfs helps to let the word preached home 
upon the heart. When God foeaks tons in the day 
nf health and prosperity, we oft give him a deaf ear, 
Jcr. xxii. 11. But when dirtrefs comes, it brings the 

words of God, and of his ministers, to our remem- 
brance, as it brought Joftph's to the remembrance 
of his brethren. Gen. xliii. 21. 

-v/(y, Sicknefs contributes to loofe a man's heart 
from the world, and to cool his love thereto; where- 
by a great hindrance of converfion is removed out 
of the way, and the man is made to fay, " How vain 
and helplefs are the world's comforts to me now ! 
thefe things I delighted in formerly are taiteleis to 
me at this time. There is no portion can l'uit my 
foul's needs, but Godhimfelf." 

4/£/y, It fpurs a man on 10 prayer that formerly 
neglected it. When the prodigal is brought to dii- 
trefs, he fays, " 1 will arife and go to my lather.''' 
lie forgat his father before, but now he will addrefi 
him Hof. v. 15. " in their afllicYion they will feek 
me early.'' Thus the Lord frequently begins and 
promotes the converlion of fouls to himfelf. And 
O finner, if this be the fruit of thy licknefs, it will not 
be unto death, but the glory of God. 

Direct. III. Be careful to obey CnuPs voice m the 
and hi ware of flighting it. 

EVERY ficknefs hath a menage from God, and 
his voice you ought to barken to with revcr- 
t.ue and attention, Mitah vi. 9. What faith he to 
you at this time? OGnaer, he faith, " Retire from 
the world, think an death and eternity, abhor thefe 
lulls and idols which God is finiting you for, flee 
fpeedilv to the ftrong held; repent, and be convert- 
ed, that your fins may be blotted out." This is 
God's voice to you, and confider how provoking it 
will be to him, if you flight it. 

i/?, You will provoke God to flight your voice 
when you cry to him, and flop his ear againft the 
yoke of your fupplicatictos. Zeeh. vii. 13. 
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idly, You will provoke God to ceafe from being a 
reprover to you, fo that he willfpeaktoyou nomore- 

3<//y, You will provoke him to bring heavier judg- 
ments on you, yea, fo to draw his fword of juiHce 
againlt you, that he will Iheathe it up no more, ashe 
ihreathens, Ezek. xxi. 5. 

qthly, God may break oif all intercourfe aud cor- 
refpondence with you, as with thole, Ezek. xx. 31- 
"As I live, faith the Lord God, I will not be in- 
quired of by you." 

5//;/)/, He may fealyou up forever under your fins, 
hardnefs, and pollution; and fay to you as to fome 
we read of, Ezek. xxiv. 13. Hof. iv. 7. Rev. xxii. 
11. "Became I have purged thee, and thou was not 
purged, thou fhaltnot be purged from thy filthinefs 
any more, till I have caufed my fury to reft upon 
thee. Ephraim is joined to his idols, let him alone. 
He that is filthy, let him be filthy frill." He that 
is heardeued againit the voice of my rods, let him be 
heardened Hill. Well then, O linner, while Godis 
in {peaking terms with you, barken to his voice, and 
obey it ; fay, 1 "Lord, what wilt thou have me to 



Direct. IV. Cajl back your eyes upon the fms of your 
bypafi life, and labour to be deeply humbled for them be- 
fore the Lord. 

SEEING you are fummoned to prepare for go- 
ing to the judgment feat of God, where your 
foul is to receive its final fentence; labour to pre- 
vent the terror of that appearance, by your judging} 
yourfelf beforehand. And this you muft do, by 
fummoning yourfelf before the bar ofcorfcience, ex- 
amining narrowly into your ibite, accufing and con- 
demning yourfelf for your fms. And fee that you 
be impartial in this work, willing to know the truth 
and difcover the worft of your cafe. You mult fee 
and be July fenfible of your danger, otherwife you 
cannot think to efcape . Take a narrow view of 
your fms in their nature, numbcr ; aggravations, and 
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defervings. And in order to tins, if thou hafl 
meafure of ftrehgth for it, let the expofition of the 
ten cpminiadments in onr Larger Catechifm be di£ 
tihetly read over i r.to 
every que uon, and fay within thyfetf, " H 
not omited wh::t is here required by God, ? and h 
not corv.nl; ted what is here forbidden by God? 
oft have I repeated thefsfins? how long have i 
ed in the practice of them? Q ! do not i'o many 
years fnis need very ferloiTs repentance, a vi 
Jjumjliatiori?'' O! doth not fucha ts I, 

ftand greatly in need of Chriit to my cautioner and 
ran Comer for fuch a vaft number of fins? will i 
weight prefs me eternally down to the luweft hell, 
if they remain unpardoned, and be laid upon niy 
bach?" Wherefore view them clofely, and con 
them particularly before God. 

i/?, In the fir 11 place, bewail thy original fin , the 
fountain of all thy actual tranfgreiiions, as did Da- 
vid, Pfal. li. 5. " Behold, I was {hapen in inip , 
and in fin did my mother conceive me." 

idly, Acknowledge and mourn over the fir.fi I 
ortbreakings of thy life, whereby thou halt diftibn- 
ourned God, and grieved his holy Sp*irit; a 
ially lins againit light. 

3<//y, Be humbled for thy fins of pmilhon, for neg- 
lecting of commanded duties, particularly for 
lect of prayer in i'aret, and pf family religion. 

4?/;/y, Mourn for the lofs of precio Akis 

for the time of youth mifpent, m 
trifled away ! 

$thiy, Lament thy 1< tirig of Chrift, and 

falvation 
ingly hai 

1 thy lu. ions, and 

<F en reby 

r i '°' romypu. 

fs to God for 
lured 

)0.. LJ . 
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Bthly, Confefs thy ftubbornnefs under former af- 
flictions, which hath provoked God to fend new tri- 
als upon you. 

t)thly, Be humbled for thy eurthly-mindednefs, in 
that thou haft all thy days been careful and cumber- 
ed about many things, and hall neglected the one 
thing- needful. 

lotkly, Mourn for the latenefs of thy repentance, 
and thy prodigious folly in delaying fo long to be- 
think thyfelf, and turn to the Lord. " Oh how un- 
wifely have I acled, to mifipend the time of health, 
and delay fo great a work till now, that I am laid on 
a fick-bed ! and now, if I die before I am converted, 
I am lolt forever. O Lord, I am afhamed and con- 
founded at my madnefs and folly, and have no excufe 
to plead for myfelf, butmulHtand afar off with the 
poor publican, and finite upon my breaft, and cry, 
God be merciful to me a linner." 



Direct. V. Flee prefently to Jefus Chrifl by a true 
faith, and clofe with him as offered to you in the go/pel. 

ART thou fenfible, O linner, of thy grievous 
guilt and ill-deiervings before God ? then do 
not delpaif : for Jelbs Chriit, who hath offered to 
divine juitice an all-fufficient facriricefor fin, is offer- 
ing himfelf to thee, faying, " O dinrefled finner, 
look unto me and be laved. Turn unto me, why 
will ye die? Come unto me, heavy laden foul, and I 
will give you red. He that cometh to me, I will in 
no wife call off." Will not fuch gracious words, 
fuch moving calls, melt thy heart within thee, and£ 
make thee cry to him, " Lord Jefus, I flee to thee as 
my refuge, for deliverance from fin, and protection 
from the wrath to come : I look to thy wounds I 
truft in thy rjghteoufitefs, I depend on thy merit, I 
he af thy feet, and this I am refolved to do as long 
'as I have breach to draw in the world." 
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DiREfBT.VZ. Call for the elders of the church that 

yourJickni.fi. 
[ames, his direction to the 
X fick, James v. 14. {he doth not lay, if any be 
m lend for the phyiicians. butfor the elders 

or niairters. 

It is true, phyficians are to be called, but not in 
the iirit place. It was Ai'a's fault that in his dif- 
eafe he {"ought not the Lord, but to the phyfii 
and, alas, how many follow his example J Mini 
are only called for in the lait place, and very often 
when time is paft, the Tick being at the point of 
death, and fcarce capable to (peak or hear. But if 
you deiirc to reap benefit by the inliructions and 

• prayers of ministers, call for them tirueoufly, and 
open your cafe unto them ; feek their cou 
beg for their prayers. It is their office to teach and 
pray for you, and they have authority to one 1 
vation to you through Chrift, and to miniher 1 
fort to them that are cait down ; wherefore a 
ing may be expected on their miniftrations and per- 
formances more than others. Hence God faid to 
Abimelech of Abraham, Gen. xx. 7. tl He is a pro- 
phet, and he {hall pray for thee." And to Job's Er 
concerning Job, Job xlii. 8. tk Go to my fervant j< b, 
and he fliall pray for you. for him will I accept : lelt. 
that 1 deal with yoa after your f< 

And laftly, Remember that as the apollle James en- 
joins the nek to call for the elders 10 pray 
lb at the lame time he 1 James v. 1 

iLconfefs your faults one to another, Chriftian to C 
ian, one friend to another.the p< 
tcr. Not that this gives any warrant fbi 
their auricular confeffion, which they force upon all 
men to their priefts as a fatisfaction for fm, and 
where they rack their confidences (when th; 
no diUrefs) to confe(s their moil fecret fins, to 
merate them all under pain of damnation, and which 
t ley ufe as a politic to dive into tlie fecrets 
itates, and a.l private! perfons : But as Luther, Cal- 
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vyi, Beza. arid many others of orthodox divines do 

\ ery pro/ita! >le and ne< that 

led with a fenfe ol 

eafe a heir conference g of 

. to the faithful minifters of Chrilt in order to 

ii\i'.ig fuitable counfels and id (j.-i^ons 

from them Chrift hath left in His word for 

contrite-hearted penitents 

Tin s let every man in ficknefs ufe all appoint- 
iring his foul for a fntnre Hate. 
Thy preparation Will by no means haften death, 
b;:t fweeten it to you. Death muit furely have a 
moil formidable afpe& to an unprepared (inner : 
it as Ahab did Elijah, " Hail thou 
O mi ic enemy?" why? it brings he-- y 
and doleful tidings to him. But a prepared foul 
may falute death, Welcome. O my friend, thou 
bringeft me tidings of great joy ; everiaftirig deliv- 
erance from fin, and ail the bitter fruits of it. I 
ihall never complain of thei'e any more. 

CHAP. V. 

Containing directions to the people of God, when the 
Lord ispleafed to recover them from ficknefs and 

dilfrcfs. 



Dm t CT. I. // it very props?- both under ficknefs and 
after it, to examine if the affiiclion befanclified to 
you. ana hath come from the love of God. 

IT would be ve.cy comfortable for us to know*' 
that the a dictions which God vifits us with, 
ar iicnt of a judge, but the chaftife- 

of a falher ; that taey do not proceed from 
t from love : that they are not curies, but 
I to us. Now. the be ft way of knowing 

i ; v. Inch they work and produce 
in >-s. ig of God. 

\ that thy affliction hath hum- 
bied thee in -.he fight of God, and made thee confefs 
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and bewail thy fins and ftrayings from God 
procuring caufe thereof ? Hath it been like Mofa'l 
rod, that fmote the rock, and fetched out much 
water? Did you water \our couch with tears, and 
mourn humbly before God, for all thy God-pr6vok* 
ing tins ? Then it is a good lign ficknefs is fan&ified. 

idly, Doth thy affliction drive thee nearer God\ 
and caufe thee aim at elofer communion with God, 
in duty than formerly, laying, " However carelefs 
and overly I have been in duty in time part, it is 
furely good for me now to draw nearer to God ?" 
Then thy ficknefs is a blelling to thee. 

^dly, Affliction is fanctified, when the corruption 
and deceitfulnef6 of the heart is the more difcovered 
and laid open to the view of the foul: fo as the'nian 
is made to abhor himfelf in dull and allies, and cry 
out as the leper, ii Unclean, unclean." I never 
could haye thought my heart was lb wicked as now 
I fee it. 

4//;/y, It is a fan&ified ficknefs, that purgeth the 
heart and changeth the life, and gives a dead llroke 
to thy fins and idols, and makes thee to lothe and 
abhor them more than ever, faying with Ephraiin, 
44 What have I to do any more with idols?" 

$thly, It is a blefled rod, when grace is more quick- 
ened and llirred up thereby, and the man turns 
more fruitful in holy duties and good works; when 
it is a budding and blollbming rod, like to Aaron's, 
Numb. xvii. It is recorded there of Aaron's rod, 
that it brought forth buds, blooming blolloms, and 
yielded almonds. So it is happy with us, when our 
rods and licknefies do produce in us, not only the 
buds of aprofeifion, or the bloflbms or fome begin- 
ings of a reformation; but even caufe us to yield 
almonds, fruit favoury to God. Is confeience be- 
come more tender with refpett to fin ? Are we more 
jealous over our hearts ? Are we more fervent in 
prayer, more lively in praife, more mortified to the 
world, more delirous of communion with God? 
Then may we fay with David, " It is good for us we 
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have been affli&ed ?" and with Hezekiah, " Thou 
hah, in lo\e to my foul, delivered it from the pit of 
corruption." 



Direct. II. Make confcience of offering to God the Sa- 
crifice of tbankfgivivg, uton his recovering thee 
from Jicknefs or any diftrcts. 
nTMiE Pfalmift gives us this direction from Cod, 
X Pfal. 1. 14, 15. aiui he fliews us t!iat it was his 
ov. a practice in fuch a cafe, Pfal. cxvi. 17. Pfal. ciii. 
1, 2, 3, &c The command is juft, let; ns obey it ; 
the example excellent, let ns imitate it. Praife is 
cpnaely for the upright. Ihre I ihaiJ give fome mn- 
tives ana ad\ 

1/?, God, who is the author of all thy mercies 
and deliverances, gives you eongnes fortius very end, 
that you may -1 praife him for thefe mer- 

cies, James iii. 9. Heme maa's tongne is called 
his glory above the reit of the creatures, Pfal. lvii. 8. 
There is none in the creation fo endued and qualify 
ed for praifing God, as man is. Anj Is have rea- 
fonand minds, whereby they adore and admire 
God's goodncis and excellency, but have ao tongue* 
to praife him; beaits have tongues, but without 
fpeech or reafon to ufe them : bit man hath both 
rcafon and fpeech, that he may both admire Go ; '-> 
good, with his tongue found forth God's 

praife. See then, O believer, that: yo u ufe your 
e to anfwer the end or' your creation. God 
Joictli his dae rent of praife from the reit of the 
world, but he expects it from his children, whom he 
hath rormed for this end, and on whom he hath be- 
itowed many diitiaguilhing favours. 

2<//y, The iacrihee of thankfgiving is moft pleaf- 
mg and acceptable to God. He loves your tears 
3ffid prayers, O believer, but much more your praifes 
How well pleafed was our Lord with the poor leper 
bamantan, that returned and gave him thanks for 
curing his bodily dittemper? Luke xvii. He difmiff- 
cd nun with a fpecial bleffing, and cured him of his 
L 
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foul's difeafes as well as of his body's. And there- 
fore. 

^dly, Confider that thankfulnefs for thy mercies 
received is a molt profitable courfe for ourfelf; for 
it is the way to get more and better blellings beftow- 
ed upon you, according to Pfal. lxvii. 5, 6. " Let the 
people praife thee, O God. Then mall the earth 
yield her increafe : and God, even our own God, 
lhall blefs us." Thankfgiving for former mercies is 
a kindly way of petitioning for new favours, and 
God will uuderltand it in this fenfe. 

qthly, God is fo well pleafed with the duty of 
thankigiving, that he honours it to be the eternal 
work of heaven. Whereas other graces, fuch as 
faith, hope, and repentance, will then be melted into 
Jove and joy forever, fo other duties of worihip, fuch 
as reading, hearing, and prayer, will then be chang- 
ed luto.that of praife and thankfgiving: the glorifi- 
ed company above will never be weary of this work; 
and fhall not we delight in it now, when Cod is call- 
ing us to it by fomany new mercies? 

In the next place, that thou mayeft offer the fac- 
rifice of thankfgiving to God for thy recovery, with 
gracious acceptance, I lhall lay before you the fol- 
io vving advices. 

1. See that your heart be touched with a fenfe of 
the greatnefs of the mercy, and of the goodnefs of 
God manifefted therein. We mult put a due value 
upon our mercies, and have ,our hearts affected with 
God's kind dealing towards us in them, if we would 
be rightly thankful to God the author of them, — 
Hence it was that David called upon his heart, and 
all within him, to blei's the Lord for his benefits, 
Pfal. chi. r. and in Pfal. cxxx\ iii. 1. he faith, M I 
will praife thee with my whole heart." As in an 
.inftrument of mulic, the mare found comes out of 
the belly of it, it is the fweeter ; fo our praife is the 
more acceptable to Goch, when the heart is full of 
-gracious affections. 
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2. Let your prafife be the native refult of faith and 
love in your foul, ocherwife it will be but an empty 
found. Faith is neceilary to draw by the viel, and 
fhew us the perfections of the invilible God, who is 
the fpring and author of all our mercies ; love gives 
a deep fenfe of his goodnefs, enlargeth theheart to- 
wards God, and opens the lips to fhew forth his 
praife. 

3. Study to have a deep fenfe of your own unwor- 
thinefs and ill-defcrvings at the Lord's hand, upon 
the account of your fins, and ill improvement of 
former deliverances, laying with Jacob, Gen. xxxii. 
10. "I am not worthy of the ieafl of all thy mer- 
cies." 

4. Look above inftruments and fecond caufes, and 
do not afcribe your recovery to phyhcians or out- 
ward means, but to the Lord, the prime author of 
it, whole bleiling alone it is that gives efficacy and 
fuccefs to the appointed means, ami by whofe mercy 
only we are {pared and brought back from the gates 
of the grave. To this the apoftle attributes Epa- 
phroditus his recovery, Phil* ii. 27. " Indeed he was 
lick nigh unto death, but God had mercy on him." 
Hence we are told, 1 Sam. ii. 6. " The Lord bring- 
edi down to the grave, and bringetfa up." 

5. Obierve narrowly the remarkable circumftarices 
of the Lord's goodnefs, and the fweet ingredients of 
thy mercies. As for inftance, (r.) How difcernable 
the Lord's hand was in thy deliverance, which obiig- 
eth thee to fay, Surely this is the finger of God ? 
this is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in mine 
eyes. (2.) How thy deliverance came to thee as 
the return of prayer, makes thee fay, Surely he is a 
prayer hearing God. (3.) How deliverances came 
when there was but little ground to hope for ic. See 
how Hezekiah obferved this ingredient in his recov- 
ery from licknefs. Il'a. xxxviii. 10. 11. " I faid in 
the cutting off of my days, I (hall go to the gates of 
the grave : I am deprived of the refidue of my 
years. 1 faid, I lhall not fee the Lord, even the 

2 L 
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Lord in the land of the living: I ftiall behold man 
no more, with ch< ii hal itants of the v 1 rid. ' vei e 
15. "What -J allliay? h< hath both fpoken ti 
fhath done it," ben < t 
to his \:i ( th« y afe moil hop< 

. with the captives of L 
xxxvii. n. Behold our bones uic dried, and our 
.\ we are cut off for 01 r parts." (4.) 
mber how the extremity of thy d'Hlrefs was 

nity of fending relief. Abraham) 
t vIlc fgaibnablenefs of God's appearing for 
him in his extreme need v.j on mount Moriah, wh< u 
he called the name of the place Jt/.c; . 
preferving the memorial of it; " in the mount of the 
Lord it will be fecn." So doth David. Plai. cxvi. 
I was brought low., and he helped me. 1 ' 

6. Let the prelent deliverance bring all former 
mercies to thy remembrance, that fo thou mayft 
praife God for them all, whether they be national 
or perfonal mercies, piiblic or private, fpiritual or 
temporal. New mercies mould revive the memory 
of the old, and all of them Ihould come above board 
at fuch a time; fo doth the Plalmiit direct, Pfal. 
cv. 2." Sing to the Lord, talk ye of all his v ondrous 
works." And what lie directs others to, he pra< 

a cafe, Pfhl. cxvi. 12. " What fhall I 
r co the i iord for ;- : l his bs nefits tov 1 

7. B ate toothers an account 
of the Lord's kind dealings towards you, a! 

uts of his mercies; and];. 

tual deliverance to your foul, as 

rd deliverance to your body, when he 

to do fo. And do this in order to recoin- 

od to others, and to engagt 

: them to afliftyou in bleffing and praifing 

the Lord. We fee I bferved his foul de- 

, i. 7, 6. and, declares I 
ence to ot ..2. " I will declare ihy 

name ■ : in the , ngrc- 

gation will i praife thee." Pfal. lxvi. 16. ct Come 
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and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare 
What he hath done for my foul." 

Laflly, Remember always to give thanks for mer- 
cies to the Father, in the name of our Lord Jefus 
Chriit, as directed, Eph. v. 2.0. Your fpiritual fac- 
riliees are only accepted to God, when you offer 
them up by Jefus Chriit, 1 Per. ii. 5. As we mult 
feek all our mercies in Chrift's name, fo we mult 
give thanks for them alfo in his name. He is the 
Mediator of our praifes, as well as our prayers, 
Believers have not one mercy, but what comes 
fvvimmhig to them in Chriit's blood, and is the fruit 
of his death and purchafe to them : and therefore he 
is to be owned and looked to in there ceiving of ev- 
ery mercy. And as Chriit is the only mediator for 
conveying bleihngs and mercies from God to us, fo 
he is the fole mediator for conveying all our fervices 
and fpiritual facrifices to God. God accepts of 
them only as they are perfumed by Chriit's merito- 
rious facrifice, and potent intercellion. 

Direct.. III. V/hen the Lord ispleafed to grant thee 
any Jlgnal mercy or deliverance from trouble, be- 
ware tf forgetting the Lord's kindnefs towards the. 
FORGETTING of God's remarkably kind pro- 
vidences is an evil we are naturally prone unto 
w ben we are in a profperous ftate. Hence it is that 
the fpirit of God gives fo many cautions againlt it in 
his word ; and the faints of God do io folemnly 
charge their own fouls to beware of it, as in Pfalm. 
ciii. 2. t; Blefs the Lord, O my foul, and forget noc 
ad his benefits; who healeth all thy difeafes, who re- 
deemeth thy life from deftruction." Forget not his 
its, but carefully preferve and treaiure them 
up in thy memory. It was ufual for faints under 
the Old Teftament to fet up fome vilible monument 
to remind them of God's fingular favours to them; 
they erected hones, and built alters, to be memo- 
rialsof the mercies they received, and put names on 
the places for this end. Let all this teach you to 
L3 
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• 
kmd pro\ 

j of .1 s c> il, when you do not i 
value the mercy, but let it pais as a turn of com- 
mon ] you let the impreiijon of the 
mercy wear iron of* your hearts; when you make 
bad i.fe of it, or do not rightly improve it to God's 

, and your own ♦foul's good ; when you d 
put on new resolutions to walk mori , live 

more fruitfully, and ferve God more holy and 
humbly; then are you guilty of forgetting Ins ben- 
efits. 

This is an evil mod grievous and provoking, to 
a good and gracious God, as is evident from the 
many heavy complaints he makes of his people for 
it, as in ; ill. 34. Plain, lxxviii. n. Plal. evi. 

13. Wherefore watch and pray againft it. 



Dt^ct. IV. Inquire after thefe fruits of righteouf- 

nefs A which are the genuine ejjzrfs of affliction in 

the children of Cod, "who arc duly excrcijid therely, 

'"II "TIE apokie 1 peaks of thefe fruit! . ii. u. 

Jj^ as following upon fanctmed aftlic- • 

tio::s, and a kindly exerciie of fpirit under them, 
therefore it is your duty to inquire if they 
i 1 prdduced in you. 

) //, The increafe of true repentance is one of thefc 

the prodncr. of fan&hied trials. Job 

found k in himfelf on tic back of his affliction, 

xiii. (u l - Now I abhor myfelf, and repent in duft 

andaib.es." Ic would be happy, If we could find 

more (ofi and melting upon the view of 

have been in the furnace of afflicti 

"iidtyi Another fruit is the improvement of faith. 

The afflicted believer is taught to look to, and de- 

n ore upon God for help in tin c of need, and 

,'ou the creature. He now fees that vain is the 

*i in the day of calamity, and that God 

in ChrM is the only proper object of the foul's truft. 

This was the fruit of the apoftk's afihetion 2, Cor, i. 
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8, 9, 10. * We w< d out ofmeafure, above 

; -tli, infbmuch mat we difpaired even of life. 

ice of death in , that we 

I not tr it in ox 1 febves, but in God chat raifeth 

the d« reth lis from lb great a death, 

dpth d( .er: in whom Ave trudt that he -will 

yet deliver." 

oaly, Humility and low thoughts of ourfelves is 
one of the fruits of fneis which fanctified af- 

fliction cloth yield. How proud and lofty was Neb- 
uchadnezzar beforq he was aiiiicted, Dan. iv. 29, 30. 
But afterwards lie is made to own God, and hum- 
bly fuhmk to him as his fupseme and incontrolable 
Sovereign, and to acknowledge that theie who walk 
in pride, he is able to abafe, ver. 37. This was 
various trials of his people If- 
in the wiideraefs, Deut. yiii. 16. " That he 
thee, prove thee, and do thee good 
at thy latter end." bee then, O believer, it this 
fruit be produced ii I 

4*V&/y, Another fruit is the fpirit of prayer and 
f replication, 'ibis was vifible in the Haimift's 
. after God had delivered him from the forrows 
of death, and heard his voice, Pfal. cxvi. 2. " k There- 
fore, lays he, will 1 call upon him as long as I live." 
;ie true believer, God's mercy to me in 
troubles and his fending me relief v. hen I cried to 
him, will make me love prayer the better, and en- 
gage aie to be more diligent in it ail my days ; for 
i loll ice 1 have daily iced ot his helping hand. 

/y, Heavenly-mintiedneL is a fruit of fanctified 
affliction. Before the man was inclined to that 
language, It is good for t.s to be here, let us build 
tabernacles in this lower world. But now he turns 
his tongue, and changeth his thoughts, and faith 
with the Pfalmift, kt It is good for me to draw nigh 
to God. Ariie let us depart, this is not our reit." 
This world is 1 1 hot fe of our pilgrim- 

age, heaven only is our home. 
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6thly, Another fruit of fanftified trials, is greater 
love to God than formerly. How much (was Da- 
vid's heart wanned with love and gratitude to God 
upon the back of his atiheton, fo tiiat he wants 
words to exprefs the affections of his lord ? Pfal. txvi. 
i. 8. 12. '* I will love the Lord becaufe he hath 
heard my voice. I was brought low, but he helped 
me. Thou haft delivered my loul from death, 
mine eyes fruin tears, and my feet from failing. — 
What lhall I render to the Lord for all his benefits 
towards me ?" 

"jthly, Learning and keeping of God's word is a 
fruit of fanctified affliction, Pfal. cxix. 67. 71. Let 
us inquire if this fruit be produced in us after lick- 
nefs. Do we attend to the word more clofely ? do 
we believe it more firmly ? do we embrace its offers 
more earnellly ? and do we live more in the expec- 
tation of that glory which the word doth reveal to 
us ? " Then it isgood for us we have been afllidled ; 
for we have learned more of God's word." 

Zthly, Tendernefs of confidence is a happy fruit of 
fanclified trouble ; when the believer, after it, be- 
comes exceedingly afraid of fin, and of making new 
wounds in his confeience. He cannot think of ad- 
venturing again upon any known (in : for the imart 
of former wounds, and the pain they occasioned in 
his foul, when diitrefs lay upon him, makes deep and 
Lifting impreffion on [his mind, as it did on the af- 
flicted church, Lam. iii. 19, 20. *' Remember mine 
affliction, and my mifery, the wormwood and the 
gall, my foul hath them hill in remembrance, and is 
humbled within me." Now Inch fruits of righteouf- 
nefs are an evidence we have been fuitably exercifed 
under affliction : O to find them produced in us af- 
ter ficknefs is over. 
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Dirf.ct. V. Be careful toperfonn thefe re/'Jutions, 
engagements or voivf. you have come under in the 
timeofjirkne/s: and walk fuit ably to them. 

AS a time of ftcknefs and affli&ion is a proper 
feafon for making vows to God, and binding 
(i 1 ouls with refolutions to mortify fin in the heart, 
and purge it away from the life, and to be diligent 
ill duty, and walk more humbly with God ; lb a 
time of recovery from licknels is a proper feafon for 
paying arid performing thefe vows. This was the 
royal Pialmiit's practice in filch a cafe, Pfal. cxvi. 6. 
16, 17, 18. " I was brought low and he helped 
me. Truly I am thy fervant, I am thy fervant. I 
will offer to thee the facrificc of thankfgiving. I 
will pay my vows unto the Lord now in the preience 
of all his peop'e." Now for your affiitance in this 
matter, I offer you thefe few advices. 

j/7, Defer not to pay your vows, but be fpeedy, 

and take the firit opportunity to pay them. Delays 

in this cafe are moit dangerous i oolomon, that wife 

, was fenfible of this, which made him give thee 

idvice, Ecclef. v. 4. *" When thou vowel! a 

vow unto God, defer not to pay it." 

'2.tllv. Be ftill jealous of thy heart which is prone 

to deal treacherously with God after affliction is oyer. 

The Iiraclitcs practice is a lad inftance of this truth, 

Pfal. lxxviii. 34, &c. k * When he flew them, then 

they fought ban, and they returned and inquired 

aUcr God, &c. Neverihelefs they did flatter 

bun with their mouth, and they lied unto him-With 

their tongues^ for their heart was not right with him-, 

r were they Wedfnft in his covenant." The 

purpofes of ma >n are like cue vows of 

rs irt a Itorm ; they are the firft things v hich 

brgetam ance they win fate afhore. 

I patient fome teem to Le in licknels, yet 

when they recover from it, they foon return to their 

old ims again. They are like metals in a furnace, 

melt and turn .liquid while in it, but when out 

they foon return to their old hardneis. There is good 
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reafon for that caution die Lord gives us, Mai. ii. io\ 
*■• Therefore take heed to you: Ipirit, that you deal 
not treachcroufty." 

3c//)', Cry continually for ftrcngth from above to 
enable you to perforin your vows. The Pfalmilt 
took this courfe, and found it fuccelsful,Pfal. exxxviii. 
3. " In the day when I cried to thee, thov. anfw cr- 
edit me, and itrengtheneit me with ftrength, in my 
foul." And forget not, O believer, that God has 
treafi red up itrength for thee in thy head and fure- 
ty Chriit Jefus ; wherefore be ftill borrowing from 
him, for the performing of all thy engagements, 2 
Tim. ii. 1. " My fon be ftrong in the grace that is in 
Chrift Jefus." Put thy treacherous heart in thy Sure- 
ty's hand, for though thou art weak, vet thy redeem- 
er is ftrong. Whenever then you firlt perceive your 
heart begin to ftart atide from God, be fure to check 
it, and look up to God in Chrift for itrength and fe- 
cure it againft treachery and perfidious dealing : cry 
with the Pfalmift, " Be furety for thy fcrvant for 
good." 

4^/j, Guard diligently againft thy predominant 
fin, the fin that hath moit ealily beiet thee, the fin 
that was moit bitter and uneafy to thee in the day of 
diftrefs. Keep a narrow eye upon it now ; for if 
once that iin be got vanqiifned, the reft will the 
more eafdy be put to flight. 

5//'/y,lie frequently meditating on thy vows, and 
on the condition thou waft in when they were taken 
on, and ftudy to keep alive in thy heart the fame 
apprehenfion of things after licknefs which thou 
hadit in the time of it. How vain and comfort lefs 
did the world and its vanities then appear to thee ! 
how awful were the truths of God on thy fpirits ! 
how far preferable was the loving-kindneis of God 
to thee than life ! how precious was Chriit then in 
thy eyes! O that your judgment, thoughts, and 
impreilions of thefe things may continue itill Uc 
fame. 
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bthly, Keep up the impretfions of precioufnefs 
of time, that you may diligently improve it ; and 
fliake off (loth and idlenefs. xleinember what a view 
you got in the time of ficknefe, of long-lalting eter- 
nity ; and what a trouble it was co you to look 
back, and fee how much time you had loft in fin and 
vanity. When fometimes we are brought to the 
brink of eternity, the near views we then get of its 
vaftnefs and unchangeablenefs, are fometimes fo aw- 
ful and amazing to us, that we are ready to think, 
though we had Methufalem's years to live, it would 
be unreafonable wilfully to miilpend one hour of 
them all. Well -then, is ficknefs over, o; r time fo 
mort, and f© 1ml of it remaining behind ? will we 
be fo foolUh, as to-be laviln of it ftill, and trifle it a- 
way as before ? 

jthly, Set a fpecial mark upon all thefe fins, whe- 
ther of omilliou or commillion, that made death io 
look grim and ghaftly upon you in the time of fick- 
nels, and againit which you refolyed; and fee toj;et 
every one of them amended and removed. Ke- 
member and coniider how fad it will be for you, if 
iickneis find you again in the very fame fins which' 
formerly flung you. What will you fay to con- 
science, when it lhall challenge you ? How will you 
-look death in the face, if it mould find you living in 
the very fame fins you formerly moi-rned for, and 
promifed against! Death would then be the king 
of terrors to tny lo.d indeed. 

O then, mind thy vows, and fay with the Pfalmift, 
Pfal. Ivi. r2, 13. **Thy \ows are upon me, O 
God: I will render praifes to thee. For thou halt 
delivered my foul from death: wilt not thou deliver 
my feec from failing' that I may waik before God in 
the light of the living?" 



CHAP, 
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CHAP. VI. 

Containing directions to the unregenerate, when they 
are recovered from fickneis, and reitored to health, 

Direct. I. Seeing the affliftions of the -wicked ore 
unfaitlifi d, it Is nee e (fury you examine -what fort of 
affliction yours hath been, and what ft nits it hull) 
produced in you. 

I HAVE in the preceding chapter Ihewed, that 
the afflictions oi believers are fatherly clialli "c- 
ime its proceeding from love; that they are iinali- 
fied, and yield the peaceable fruits, of rightequfnefs : 
I have given the marks of fanctified afflictions, and 
d the happy fruits which they produce in 
the - hildren of God. 

On the other hand, it is nece.Tary to letChriftlefs 
perfons know, that Lheir ailiicYpns are of a diff 

; they are even puniihiuent$ from God as .1 
judge, proceeding from v. rath; chey are vnfancti- 
fied to them, and produce no fruits, but what are 
bitter and unlavo ry. 

•'. ell uien; O Chriillefs foul, thou haft: reafon to 
fufpecl cue worit concerning thy Gcknefs, that it hath 
noc been fanctified., and its fruits are not good. O 
then, laho r lo know the truth of the matter, that 
thou mayeit be humble under a fenfe of thy mifery, 
ai a dee co jefus Chriitfor relief. And for thy af- 
Jiitan e in this inquiry, 1 will give lbine marks of 
Ui fanctified afrhcTons. 

. if iickneis hath not humbled thee under a 
fenfe of thy fins, the procuring caufe thereof, nor 
a y wd'ehach weakened fm in thee, nor reclaimed 
thee from it, but ic remaineth in thee as llrong as 
it is a fign thy affliction is unfanctificd. This 
was the cafe of thofe of whom God coniplaineth, 
Jer. 11. 30. "In vain have I fmitten youi children} 
they recer-e no correction." As if he had laid, The 
phytic I gave them did not purge out lin ; nor 
weaken corruption in the lealt. They have been 



ftricken, but not grieved for fin : iv.rr.t 

round about them; but they have not laid fin t» 
rt, that kindled the flame. 
'..d'y. It is a mark of unfancYifiecl afflL 
it hath no infli n a finner to bring 

• heart (. 
the eitatc 
he Hands with God that afi 

ion is that in Hap;, i. 7. " Now con 
r ways." in th< dterfity confid 

yon arc, what you are, what yon h and 

what is the meaning of the rod" and what-v 
the blue of it through eternity, in cafe it hath a 
million to cut the thread of life. No 1 man 

remains ftupid and carelefs about thefe important 
matters, and never nOticeth the voic« ftion, 

lo as to inquire ferioufiy al>out his fold's condition - T 
' Am I under a covenant of works, or a covei 
race? Am I a child of God or an enemy of God? 
el Hed to the city of refuge, or am I flill in a 
fhelterlefs ftate ? Am I ftill under a cfoud of 'wrath*, 
pram I brought under the banner of love?" i 
where there are no fiicb inquiries, the affliction is 
unfanctified. 

.'.', It is a certain lign of unfactified affliction, 
1 aperfon grows worfe by it, and revolts the 
wore he is ftri ke thefe* Ifa, i. 5. 

eft. When may it be faid, that a perfon grows 
by afilkftion? 
t/w. 1. When the finner's heart turns harder 
than it was before: fo every plague on Egypt, hi- 
ed the plague of hardnefs in PharaolA' heart. 
It fares with many hearts, as with iron that is of- 
ten heated in the lire and quenched in the water, it 
Ihil increafeth in hardnefs, 2. When a perfon g'iv- 
eth way to impatience and murmuring againft Ood 
while he afrlicrs him. 3. When the lulls of the 
heart grow more ftrong and impetuous, and after- 
wards rage the more, that they have bees {] 
M 



134 JfJURtd Marts Comp&h*. 

their courfe by afHidion. In fuch cafes a perfpn 
gnOwswojtfe by the rod. 

Direct. II. Confdtr the great danger of mt bang 
better pd by fickne's, and of not complying with the 
voice of God's rod. 

GOD's voice by his rod cloth loudly call Tinners 
to repentance, and fleeing to the Lord Joins 
Chrift for refuge from wrath. Now, when this voice- 
is not barkened to, but men go on in their fecure 
and finful courfe as before, God is highly provoked, 
and the blue will be terrible. For, 

i/?, Though licknefs be removed, and the furnace 
of affliction be cooled for the time; yet the wrath 
that kindled it, continues bill to burn. And you 
havje ground to fear leb you be ranked among the 
who are the generation of God''s wrath, again it 
whom he will have indignation forever. 

su//y, If leffer rods do not awaken you, you may 
expect greater and forer judgments are coming on 
you. Yea, God may caufe them to come rolling 
I hick upon you, as waves and billows in a norm, 
one upon the neck of another. The great depths, 
both above and below, may be opened together; the 
difpleafure of God, and wrath of men, may confpire 
and meet to pour out themfelves as water-fpouts up- 
on you at once: and to whom then will ye look for 

help ? 

3///J/, The Lord may give over dealing with yon, 
or uang any fi rther means to reclaim you; he may 
refule to correct you any more, or beftow a rod upon 
you for your good, and fay of you, as of Ephraim, 
Hof. iv. 17. V Ephraim is joined to his idols, let 
him alone." 

4//;/y, The Lord may give you up to fpiritual 
plagues and judgments; and indeed this commonly 
is the ref^k and o'of'cinacy and incorrigiblenefs under 
outward rods. When Iirael would not barken to 
God's voice, he gave them up to their own hearts 
lutts, Pfal. lxxxi. 11.. i2. Now, the fc plagues are 
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the fevereftof all others. External judgments are 
God's rods, but ipiritual judgments are his iv/orc •:■>, 
which pierce the very foul. Blindnefs of mind, 
eis of heart, fearednels of confcience, vile affec- 
tions, arid a reprobate fenfc, are the very forerunner, 
of hel] and damnation. Thefe who arc impenitent 

unfruitful under outward adhesions, have 1 
to tremble leil God be provoked to inflict thefc /pi- 
ritual judgments. 

5/ '.!y, Be aTured, though God ip.ire yon long, yet 
the glafs of his forbearance will at length run oat. 
God's patience towards fmnners' hath a term and 
bound, over which it will not pafs. The time will 
come, when a long fuffering God will at laft fay, 
" My fpirit (hall no longer Ih'ive ;" and the angel 
will cry, as in llev, xiv. 7. u The hour of God's 
judgment is com;." You that abide God's patience, 
a id prefume upon it, his treaty of peace will end 
with you in a little, and the matter of the hoafe will 
rife up and ihut to the door. Then patience will 
eofne down, and jultice will afcend the ftage, and 
trample upon, and triumph over, all that aoufe di- 
vine patience. Sodom was a wonders of God's pa- 

e for a long time; but now it is a laliing mt>:iu- 

I of his anger. 
(tthly. If you be not bettered by G^S 
{paring mercies, then your preservation at prefent 
will be nothing but a reiervation for the day of God's 
wrath. And the longer your cup of iin is a filling, 
the fuller ihall the cup of God's wrath be for you ; 
by your impenitence and abide of God's patience, 
you treafure up Wrath for yourfelves againft the day 
of wrath, Rom. ii. 4. and though you be delivered 
from fome judgments, you are referred for wbrie, 
yea, feven times worfe, according to Lev. xxvi. 1?, 
24. Nay. there is a ruining blow defigned a'gamit 
you, both foul and body, as loon as your cup is full ; 
and the axe is already laid to the root of the tree, 

h. iii. 10. One blow of God's axe v. ill c Lit you 
off forever. 

Ma 
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- not to b 
ofvifitai 
. be, when In 
how hot and fiery mufl 
md blown up by fo long 
■tience ? 



fin /pari fie 
.'■ Ic tkank- 

JYili a lor ferved the thr< ad 

~ \ of your life, when it was almoft fnapt afi 
by the violence of ficknefs? hath lie freed you from 
ig pains^ under which you were groaning ? 
nay, faved you from the grave and hell, into which 
you were falling? and have you not caufe of won- 
dering and thankfgiving ? To move you to it, con- 
fid-rr thefe few things. 

How miferable had you been through all e- 
ternity, if your licknefs had carried you oil to ano- 
ther world in your fms ? You had been howling with 
led fpirits, under endleis and eaf'elefs torments, 
forever cut oil' from thefe hopes and offif 
mercy you now have. Then the mailer of the houfe 

hco- 1 : 

i would, Luke dri. 2z; 
■ 
patience with y 

); and that afcer 

, on; fo I : 
ii. 13. *■• Behold .1 

with 

:• how foon he could have eafed 



Affliftid Alan *s Co nip anion 137 

felf of the load, and fhaken yon off into the pit of 
d<.hVucV:ou. In a moment could he have done ir, 
and yet he bears many years with your fins that are 
i'o grievous to him. Yea, it is with a fort of reluc- 
he eafes himfelf of finners, after he gets 
I provocation, lia. i. 24. " Ah! I will eafe 
mc of mine adverfaries." 

4^/j/, How ready is he to turn aM ay his anger, 
and reprieve finners from deilru&ion. when in their 
diftrels they make but a mew of repentance, and 
turning unto God ! as we fee in Piul. bexviii. 36, 30. 
iJe, like a tender hearted prince, calls back the war- 
rant for their execution, after it was :;onc forth. 

5/7;/y, Confider how much many Chriftlefs fin- 
ners are beholden to Jefr.s Chriit for fparhig mercy. 
He is reprefented by che drefi'er, Luke xiu. inter- 
ceeding that the fruitless fig-tree might be fpared 
and tried fome time longer, after orders given to 
cut it dawn. Were it not for Jefus Chriit, O {in- 
ner, however much you forget and flight him, yon 
had furely been in hell long ere now. How oft 
doth he obtain another year, and after that another, 
for the unfruitful tinner, and unthankful abufers of 
divine patience! 

6tkly, Confider how {paring mercy hath diftin- 
guifhed you from many others, who lived not fo 
Jong, nor finned fo much as you have done. God 
hath wounded the hairy fcalp of many, and taken 
them away in their youth; when he hath continued 
to manhood, and perhaps old to age: though 
ins and i!l defervings be greater than thefe 
ol many, on whom he hath long iince taken venge- 
ance. & 
God hath left many alfo toffmg and groaning on 
of pain, when he hath eafed and railed you up. 
O then, return like the thankful leper, and magnify 
the God of your health. Hath God dirtingiulhed 
you from others by his goodnefs ? It becomes you 
to didinguim yourfelves from others, by your 
thankfulnefs. G that men would praife the Lord 
M :> 
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r< lidue i 
(hall I on 

■ fwallow, lb did 1 i 
rn as a dove. Behold, for peace I 
efs ; but thou haft in l< 

the pic of corruption. The 
■ life thee as I do this [day." Yea, he 
was io overcome with a fenfe of the J 

, and mer irds him; that he is at a 

verfe 15. " What fliall I fay? 
. uuto me, and hirofelf ; 
1 done 

all who are rco- ered from ficknefs, ftudy to 
good king in holy admiration 
tha^i 1 life. 

God brought you back from 
\_J? >f hell, re I 

: in a J ; 

e now to ira- 
; and hind dea 

care, and abui 
1 in order thereto, take the 
coiinfels. 

I for your former obftinacy 
and inroenitency, notwithltau.ding of God's gra 
and patient dealing. O let the jiparing mere; 
1 Is thee load thee to n 

l. ii. 4. " Dei: 
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neft, mce, and long-fuffering, not knowing 

efs of Go:i leadeth thee to repent- 

■'" As if he had tid, ! - • oil chou noWfee, O 

ce of God "in fparing and re- 

rom ficki e>'., taking thee by the!, 

and J 1 >ut to th< : to 

.-, and weep for all part fins, and parti- 

[y for thy miApending the time of .health, and 

abuiing of the Lord's patience?*' The conhdera- 

of David's goodnefs and forbearance towards 

heart, for as hard and rugged 

as it was, and made him to lift tip his voice and 

Eld I'd/ to David, 1 Sam. xxiv. 17. 
44 Thou art more righteous, than I; for thou hal 
as I have rewarded thee 

how that thou haft 
b me; for at; much as when the Lord 
■red me into thine hand, thou ki 

, he) if a man find his enemy will he 
let him go wed away?" Oil far more reafbi 
O man, to weep and cry, "•'■ Gov. 
ly enmity 

on a tick be< 
tnd the hah torch of his hand 
. : but yet he hath fpared his 
. Oh, will net 
me, and this 1 
md hire me to repent ? Can anj ration 

in the world be more powerful than this to melt my 
. l into tears of holy fhame and forro'w for 
eckednefs and rebellion againft a gracious 
God ? Away with thefe c 
God-prov< s of mine ] down with thefe wea- 

er lift them more againiv 
i'uch a merciful fo . 

II. . [time which God in his 

•. 0. in working 
I. Have you fo lorn* 
ith your : 

Spirit, 
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by trifling away your time, flighting his motions and 
venturing on tins againfl light ? O then beware of 
burdening his patience any more : but diligently 
harken to every motion of God's ipirit, and of your 
own conference for the time to come. You have 
much work to do and but little time to do it in , 
therefore lay hold on every opportunity for carrying 
it on. The conlideration of the much time you 
have already loll and mhTpent, fhould make you the 
more diligent in what remaineth. How much of it 
have you lolt in youth ? how much in ignorance ? 
how much more in negligence? how much in work] - 
lineis? how much in paflimes ? how much in id!e 
words ? how much in actual Tins and provocations 
againfl God? and now it may be near the evening 
of your day. And will you not fpend the evening 
(which -God is mercifully lengthening out) with ex- 
traordinary care and diligence? If a traveller lofe 
the beginning of the day, he mufl travel the farter 
in the evening, otherv/ife he may fall ihort of his 
jonrney, and have his lodging to feek when night 
comes. Paul had millpent much of the beginning of 
his life; and this couiidei-ation (when his eyes were 
opened) did ftir him up to be the more diligent in the 
iervice of God, lb that he was more zealous than any 
of the reft of the apoftles. O man, follow his exam- 
ple, and trifle no longer in the work of God. Art 
thou not convinced thou haft fquandered away e- 
nough of this precioi.s treafure of time already ? 
And wilt thou alio miflpend and throw away the 
little that remains ? Gh ! be not fo foolift. 

III. Be careful to raze all falfe foundations, and 
build your hopes of falvation, upon the only Aire 
rock, Jefus Chrift. Let it not difcourage thee to 
dig to the foundation, that fo much of thy day is 
loft; for it is better to do it late than never. Re- 
member how miferableis the condition of thathoufe 
which is built upon the land, Matth. vii. 27. " For 
when the flood comes, and the florm arifeth, and 
beats upon it, great and difmal will the fall of that 
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be." Do not build your hopes of heaven up- 
on God's abfolute mercy, upon your convictions, up- 
on yo ;rofs fins, upon your prayers' 
or tears, upon yo with 
men: though thefe be necelFary and excellent hi 
themfelves, yet they are fal£p foundations for to build 
the hopes of your justification and fajvation upon, 
feeing they are w holy infufficient to bear fuch a 
;ht. However much thefe things have been ef- 
id valued by you formerly, in the matter of 

: ation; yet if you refolve to be a wife builder, 
you will let them allow go, yea, count them ail bi.t 
loft and dung, tliat you may win Chrii'c, (our only 
hope) build on him alone, and be found in him, not 

gonyourpwnrighteoufnefs) which is butfilthy 

Well then, raze and tear up every falfe founda- 
tion dig deep, till you win to the rock Chriit. Dig 
deep into the holy law and nature of God , dig till 
you fee the infinite itri&nefs ofdivinejuftice, the un- 
speakable evil that is in lin, the hidden vilenefs and 
abominations of the heart, your own inability to do 
any thing for your help and relief. Dig yet further, 
till you fee &iic iiiiiieis and freenefs of GocVs 

ift, that fuitab'.e remedy that an- 
all a poor finner needs. Dig deep, and dig on, 
ou win to this rock; let your cry be hul to 
, Lord, lead me 60 the rock Chrift, and his all- 
righteouihefs only Act faith ipon this 
it, build all your hope's on ft, and fay, 
11 This is my rclt forever, here will I dwell, furl 
. Lord, the defire x>f my foutis only 
, and to the rememberance of Ins nam.-. 

forth; therefore do the 

IV. If j Id ri htly improve the fparing 

fiof God, let it lead you to re- 
ran of life. Tint from all 
fins, whether of ommlon or commilhon, now 
in the day of health, which conference challenged 
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you for in the time of lickncfs. Mind Chrift's cau- 
tion and warning to healed tinners, John v. 14. 
" Behold thon art made whole: fin no more leit a 
worfe thing befal thee." O let (in die with thy iick- 
nefs; and do not relapfe into thy former fecurity and 
iinfal ways. Beware of returning with the do 
thy vomit, and like the low that is wafhed, to the 
wallowing again in the mire of thy former fins and 
uncleanneiies ; left being entangled and overcome 
again with the filthinefs which thou now haft efcap- 
ed, thy lat:er end prove worfe than thy beginning. 

La/ily, And to tuna up all I Iliad lay in this chap- 
ter, be careful to redeem time, and active in provid- 
ing for an eternal ftate. O prize and value the mer- 
cy of health and ftrength mere than ever. Sympa- 
thize with thefe who are ftill lying on lick-beds, and 
under languilhing d&Wmpers ; neglect not to pity 
and pray lor them. Remember the diftreffed cafe 
you were in yourfeives, v. hen you had no reftin your 
bones, when wearifome nights were appointed to 
yoj, and you were full pf toilings to the dawning of 
the day. Confider how llippery is your Handing. 
Though the late ftorm of trouble be over, yet the 
cioi'ids wiH return airsr r-a-m, 

CHAP. VII. 

Containing direftions to tbofejlck per/fins viho ars ap- 
parently in a dying condition, and drawing near to 
another wot Id. 

I HAVE already in the firft, third, and fourth 
chapters, given feveral directions concerning our 
fubmiffion to the will of God, making preparation 
for death, calling for minifters, edifying others by 
our difcourfe, fettling our worldly affairs, &c. which 
are very proper for dyings perlbns, and therefore I 
fhall not repeat them, but proceed to fpeak of other 
things. Only let me add this word, if you have 
hitherto neglected to make your wills, fettle your 
worldly affairs, fend for minifters to difcourfe with 
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and pray over you; delay it no longer, but do it 
ipeeddy, while you have the ufe of 5 o r reafon and 
underltanding. And what I have more to lay, 
take it in the follwing directions. 

Direct. I. Confider mhen death flares you in the 
face, that now is the time if ever to exert the ut- 
mof} aclivity in pe faring to meet v-iihit 

ALAS, it is to be regretted that the moft part of 
men neglect their fouls, miflpend their lives, 
miliinprove their healths, and leave undone the 
work for which they were created, preferved and en- 
joyed the gofpcl. Surely a near profpccl of death 
and judgment cannot but be uneafy to iuch perfons. 
What a melancholy thought muft it be for a dying 
man, ** Oh! I had all my time given me to make 
preparation for cndlefs eternity: and alas, I never 
minded it till now, that I mult leave the Itage of this 
world. Is there any hope for fuch a carelefs and 
miferable (inner ?" I acknowledge the cafe is fad, 
b it yet it is not remedilefs nor defperate; .feeing 
there is a facrafice provided for your fins, and there 
is an all-fuilicie.ic Saviour in your offer, who never 
did call our any humbled foul, that came to him for 
mercy. You have great reafon indeed to abhor and 
.condemn yourielf before God, for your fin and folly ; 
yet deipair not, but believe, whatever be your fins 
dangers, your fears, and temptations, that Je- 
fiis Chriit is both able and willing to fave to the ut- 
termolt all that come to God by him; and that his 
grace abounded! more than your fin aboundeth. O 
how glad would devils and damned fouls in hell be, 
if they were but in your cafe, and had your offers 
and hopes] how d'ligently would they improve the 
time of mercy ! O be perfuaded then to fpend the 
little time that now remains with the utmoft care, in 
making penitent confeilion of fin to God, and apply- 
ing the blood of Chriit for pardon. Nay, even the 
bed of God's people have need to be diligent at this 
time^ in making actual preparation for dying. God is 
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now faying to you, as Jolhua did to the Ifraelites, 
Tolh. i. ii. l * Prep u - for w ' 

days ye iball pafc over this Jordan, to go in to \< 
the land which the Lord your God givctb you,' 1 
Lay in provifion for yo , over this Jordan of 

death: you know not how rough the pailage ma; 

I man give fome motives to prefc this diligent and 
active preparation ; and therefore confider, 

t//, The lhort time of yo r Lie that remains is all 
the time you have for working out your falvation. 
What you do tor attaining heaven, and avoiding hell, 
muftbe done now or never ; for there is no work nor 
device in the grave whither thou goelt, nor is there 
coining back to this world to amend what hath 
been amifs. Dying is a thing you cannot get a 
trial of, it is what you can, only do once, and no 
;nore, Heb. ix. 27. 

, Be diligent now, for as foon as death gets 
liifion to cut youoif, it will execute it: it will 
not fpare /o , nor allow vou one minute more time 
•pare for eternity. The molt mevcilefs en 

is been overcome by the prayers and 

of n ch as on their knees do beg a little more 

time .0 prepare for another world, and do barken 

to their requeffe: but this enemy, dcaih, will not 

grant one moment's refpite. 

3 ily .', Confiderthat your eternal ftateand cone: 
will be a ; to the hate in which yo 

Death will open the doors cither of heven or hell 
to you, in one of which you mall take up your eter- 
nal abode, .vs the tree falls at death, fo will it lie 
through cte.r u . 

4//'/;', Confider what a ferious and awful matter it 
is to die, and go into another world, for then you 
immedia e'y to do with God your judge; 
there will be no veil then betwixt him and yo. r foul 
■ hi then enter into a world of fpirits, v. here- 
with you ar< lo lit le acquainted: you are frighted 
now o a room alone, that is laid to be 

by a fpiritj how frightful then mu.fi the 



cafeofthofe be, who are hurried into a world of 
., not kno t devils muft be their com- 

panions, forever! Surely then, it is your intereit to 
. to make your acquaintance 
with th< Lord of that world, before you enter into 
it. 

/-,/'/", Put forth thy utmoft activity for thy 
no • ; for, tobe fi re, Satan will put forth his utmoft 
. If thou be in a Cm te at this 

time, be will ufe all his efforts and lira tage 
thee from Chriit ; cither by g thee tha 

(late is good, thereby to lull thee afleep in fin and 
rityj or by telling thee, it is out of time to help 
I rs with thee, thereby to drive you into defpair. 
The devil will leave no method unattended to ruin 
ml, when death is near: for he knows histime 
is mart ; and if he catch not the foul then, he will 
never get it: and neither can he hurt it here; 
lor it' once it enter heaven, he can trouble it no more. 

if thou art a believer in Chrift; Satan, thy 
ions enemy wil I thee, at t 

t; for though he may kno 
cannot keep thee out of heaven, yet he will labour to 
render thy paffage towards it, as dark, ten 
and uncomfortable as poflibly he can. But it is the 
believer's happinftfs this cruel enemy is under a 
ftrong chain, and cannot do all he would; forjefus 
Ciirr.t is the good fhepherd that hath undertaken for 
ail his IheeD. Neverthelefs, by his wife permilfion 
tins adverlary may fometimes givpgr. rbance 

to a dy.no; faint; which calls thee to the greateft 
diligence and watchful- histime. It is the 

obfervation of one, that as the devil is molt bufy "at 
conclufion of a duty, as of prayer, that the 
Cnnttian may he moll diiturbed and diiiracfed when 
to dole up all in the najnq ol Chnit, and fo ail 
nisdeiires befruftrated; ib he is molt bufy in the 
hon ot our days, and when death is at hand 
g by temptations, diffractions and fajfe imag' 
Watwn«, to do us all the miichicf he can, and all 

i -■-■> TN.T * 
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becaufe he know eth his time is fhort ; according 
to that word, ilev. xii. 12. " The devil is coine 
down, having great wrath, becaufe he knowcth that 
he hath but a hiort time." He may fitly be t 
the wolf of the evening, mentioned in Jcr. v. 6. in re- 
gard he comes forth molt hcrcely in the evening 
of men's lives, to fet upon their precious fouls. 
Yea fo bufy is he fometimes with believers i.nder 
dangerous licknefs, lecking to overthrow their faith 
and affurance, that it is the obfervation of a good 
man, that he feidom feeth a lick faint, followed 
.clofe with temptations, recover of that licknefs : 
for Satan, knowing he hath but little time, proves 
as uneafy to him as he can. Hence that great man 
of God, Mr. Knox, faid, when he came to die ; *' In 
my life time the devil tempted me to defpa'r, caiting 
my fins in my teeth : but now in my licknefs, he 
teils me, I have been faithful in the miniftry, and fo 
have merited heaven : but blefled be God, who 
-brought thefe texts into my mind, Not I but the 
grace of God in me : What hail thou that thou halt 
not received »" 'I he children of ifrael had never 
ilich hot work from their enemies as when they jult 
came to enter into the promifed land. 

What need the^ had thou, O believer, to be dili- 
gent in thy preparations on a dying-bed to quicken 
grace, put forth thy utmoft ftrength, bring all the 
alliitance thou canit from the Captain of thy laivation 
when thou halt fuch a cruel enemy to encounter 
with .' Now is the time for action, though yet it 
will be yo. r wifdom to leave as little to be done at 
-this time as poihble. 

Dirfct. II. Continue to the I aft hi the exercife of 
true repentance and humiliation for fin. 
^OSSIDQNHJS, who wrote the life of Auguf- 
tine, faith, that he heard him often fay in his 
health, that repentance was the fittelt chipofition 
both for dying Christians and minilters ; and for 
hiiafelfj that he died widi tears iu his eyes, w ctp- 
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ingfor fin. When death approachcthneareft, we Pnould 
thus llir up oarfelves to give ilu the molt deadly 
blow of any we have given it all our life. As it is 
moft laudable to die forgiving finners that have 
wronged us, fo alio taking revenge upon hn that 
hath injured a gracious God-. The apoftle tells us, 
2 Cor. vii. 11. that indignation and revenge attend 
true repentance. "Wherefore, as Samuel took ven- 
geance on Agag a little before his death, and Mo- 
les (at God's command) avenged the children of, 
Urael of the Midianites jufi before he was gathered 
to his people, Num. xxxi. 2. and dying Samfon 
gave the molt fatal blow to the Philiftiues of any 
he had given them before : fo a dying Chriftian 
fhould take the fevereft revenge upon iin at laft, 
which hath fo oft through his life dishonoured God, 
pierced Chrift, and grieved his holy Spirit. It is the 
lair opportunity you. will have to mew your ind 
tion at it, and therefore do it effectually. 

Again, couiider it is old fins unmourned for, 
that many times keep believers fo much in the dark, 
when they come to die, thefe do raife fo many thick 
clouds about their evening-fun, and hinder them 
from going off the ftage' with fuch comfortable aflur- 
ance of God's love as they might otherwife attain 
to. Thefe did very much hinder Job's peace and 
fettiement in the day of affliction, as he complains, 
Job xiii. 26. u He makes me to poffefs the inicpui- 
ties of my youth." It is a lad thing when voung 
fins and old bones meet together. O that young 
people would mind this in time ! you are doing that 
now which will abide with you to age, if not to eter- 
nity, bin mull be bitter fome time or other, for 
God calls it a root that bears gall and wormwood, 
Deut. xx-ix. 18. lirael could not have peace nor 
inccefs while there was an Achan in the camp: fo 
neither can you have confolation or aflurance while 
any iin lies unreckoued for in the conl'cience. Make 
a thorough fearch then into old fins and mourn over 
them. We find Paul frequently calling over the 
N 2 
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lie oft lc oking Ik. I in- 

ward forrow and faith in Chrift's blood, if \ou 
Id ha\ e a death-beil eafy and foft to you. 

/ of all aEls ofjuftice and cha- 

vi you at this time. 

Ix v orldly 
hea th, that fo thei 
ritual exercifes, and not diii. 
cares and bufinefs when they come to 
this hath been neglected hitherto 
it mult not be omitted now. I have given directions 
about it; clap. I. direct. 6. lo that 1 lhall fayjittle 
here ; only Le careful to do juftice to every man. as 
much as in you lieth; and particularly, i. By mak- 
ing a juft and rational provihon for your wife and 
children. 2. By ordering payment of all your juft 
debts; without defrauding any of your lawful credit- 
ors. 3. By making reltitution in cafe you have 
wronged any man. If juftice" be not done in theie mat- 
ters how can your fouis be diftnirdened of guilt ? 

In the next place, forget not the acts of charity 
which God rt brs of tb 

k reconciliation with your n; 
ence er miftakes ha\ e I 
foyoumaydie in peace and charity vvi 
>ut you. 

' v' from the heart to forgive 
that have done you' any wrong. If the . 

> down upon our wrath, much lei's 
e hm of o 

into anoth I, how can 

you expect to meet with a forgiving G 

• l 5' U If 

ve forgive not r v\ ill your 

ss ?" O the 
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glorious Saviour and his martyr Stephen, who at 
their death begged mercy from God for thole that 
mortally heated them, Luke xxiii. 34. Acts vii. 60. 

3<#y, If the Lord hath given you fubftance, ho- 
nour the Lord with it, by leaving fome part of it to 
the poor, and to pious ufes. I have preffed this 
once and again before, but I mention it frequently, 
becaufe it is much forgotten by dying perfons in 
oi.rage. Remember, it is not left arbitary to you 
to give or not, as yoifpleafe : no, for God doth 
charge it upon you as a duty', yea a debt that you 
otve him, r Tim. vi. 17, 18. * Charge them that are 
rich in this world, Sec. that they do good, be rich 
in good works, ready to diftribute." And he pro- 
nounceth them Welled who confider the poor, Plaf. 
xli. 1. I grant that people are not to leave all their 
works of charity to a death-bed; thefe lhould alfo be 
minded in our lifetime, fo as to make our own hands 
our excutors, and our own eyesour overfecrs of bur 
charitable projects : but furely it is a proper feafon 
for ihewing charity to God's poor, when we are 
leaving them, and cannot have occalion for mewing 
it more. Remember what is recorded of Dorcas af- 
ter her death, Acts ix. 36. that ihe was a woman full 
of good works and alms-deeds. And her friends 
ver. 39. fhewed the effects of her charity to Peter 
afar her death. Ali which is written for our ex- 
ample and admonition, that we may be rich in fuch 
good works, that our friends may have them to mow 
alar oir death. Surely it is a iign of the degenera- 
cy of this age, and that religion is on the declining 
hand, when people generally fall fo fhort of the zeal 
and piety of their fathers in this matter. 

<tfhly, It world be a commendable work of chari- 
ty in dying perfons, to be giving many good coun- 
fels to their relations and children, and to be putting 
many fervent prayers to God for them. So Chrift 
when near to death, committedjhis fpiritual children 
to his Father, and earnestly begged his protection 
and care of them, John xvii. Ix . « I am no nore 
N 3 
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evil," cvc. 
God for j o Iren : 

" Lord, thou hall • ne, I 

e the ki back to tl 
ce, that th< 
time ! 1 am be icm of I 

and tern] t it may I 

Jefus ! Keep them by 
thy power through faith^uuo falvaiion. O take 
te bond of thy covenant, and be 

i .1 provide for 
Give than . in thy ho. ■ than 

is and datjghts I may meet wl 

at thy right hand with 

. Be fuitably cg aifo fol^the whole 

church of Chrift, and efpecially for thefe that are in 

ion, that God may loofc their bonds, 
them liberty and prosperity in his d " Do 

good in thy good pleature unto Zii>n, build ii] 
w alls of thy jerufalem. Fc: 
and prosperity within her, palaces.'' 

DiRKcr. IV. to overcome the 

life, and eath : that you may attain 

the world when God 

m, or one that 

ill, he unwiliii i 

it of pair fins, 

(1 it is i. 

) be rid of thefe till he become a true belie\ er in 

ft. No man hath ground to < 

believer; yet it is to be regretted, that fo 

g to leave this 
', which o- txj them but a wildernefs 

and weary land. Lot's foul was vexed and troub- 
led in Sov I yet he was loath to leave it; lb 
en called toleavea vexing world, 
tew much hankering towards it, er Le- 

r from i 
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liflblution, and partly from the weaknefc 
U let all God's children labor to 
oine this averiion, and go forth to meet > 
; < - iconic. And for 

i . I . . ; ■ i . the folk) 

its. 
j/?, Contiden how little reafon a ; hath 

ch-ii love with this prefent life. r.Itisa 
life, fin dwells in your na aks out in 

voir life, and pollutes ail your duties. How often 
have you under this burden ? and mould 

j ou not be glad lo he t u it ? 

2. rt is a life of difeafes 

to be tired of them e? 3. 

u is itillharramng thee, 
and ii: efirous to be out 

4. It is a I Lions from the wicked : they 

hate reproach and injure you ma d is it 

not (letirable to be " b where the 
troubling and the v k?" 5. Ii 

fs, your fun ii 
youl < cured, v. I 

ter complaints; and flio 

break, and all 
6. Jt is a calamities and fears: It is 

flormy fea, wl . ... one wave noils upon the 1 

ther ; and 
times fear a greater is coming; and fometira 
heavens turn fo black and gloomy, that we 
hi rricane of judgments is ready to b 
mould yoi Ls. God, when he com< 

to houle your fouls, and let you out of ha] 
It is in mercy that God takes away the rig] 
from the evil to come, Ifa. lvii. 1. &>.dea 
joliah, 2 Kings xxii. 20. "I will gather ;j 
:hbu lhalt he pi t i 
d thine eyes lhall not fee all the < 
1 lhall bring upon this place.' 5 !So is it 
I th ilelah tiled tl 
at 1 little before the lacking I po ; Pa- 
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reous juft before the taking of Heidelberg. 1 

obftrves that all the apoitles died before the d< 
tionof jeruialcm. And Luther himfelf died before 

the bloody wars broke out in Germany. Thus God 
frequently hides his people from the temptations 
and troubles that are coming on the earth. Why ; 
he fees many of them not in cafe to endure them : 
and therefore he in mercy takes them away from 
a tempting and tinning world, to a land of holineis 
and reft. While we are here, we live in a world that 
lies in wickednefs ; every fenfe of the. body betrays 
the foul into fin : the poor foul can fcarce look out 
at the eye, and not be infccled ; nor hear by the 
ear, and not be diftracicd • nor finell at the noftrils, 
and not be tainted ; nor talk at die tongue, and not 
be allured ; nor touch by the hand, and nut be de- 
filed. 

O believer, what is this life that thou art fo fond 
of: it is but a living death, or a dying life. It is 
full of grief for things paft, full of labour fori 
prefent, and full of fears for tilings future. The 
firftpart of our life is fpent in folly : the middle part 
is overwhelmed with cares; and the latter part of 
it is burdened with infirmities and age. And what 
gain we by the prolonging of this life ? nothing but 
to do more evil, fee more evil, and fuller more evil. 
And mould a Chriftian be unwilling to Le rid of 
thofe grievances ? 

idly, Confider that dying is appointed as the way, 
and the only way to glory ; there is no way to en- 
ter the promifed land, but by crdling the Jordan of 
death. And mould not a ftrani re to be at 

home with his friends, though he dath a roi gh way 
and ftormy fea to pals? Is there any home like 
heaven, where your incomparable friend Chrift is? 
O what a happinefs is it to be \, . ia d to 

fee him as he is ? how happy do you tliink Peter, 
James and John were, in being t; to moi nt 

Tabor, to be eye-witneffes of their Sa\ iour's transfig- 
uration? but, O believer, death procures a gi. 
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happinefs to you; it timers you to mount Zion, 

■ you fhall not only fee your Savio 1 
tli.i 1 the Low , and brighter than the fun, but your*. 
felf transfigured with him, made like him, and eter- 
nally fecured of his prefence. The three apoflles 
faw but two prophets; but you mall Tee all the pro- 
phets, all the apoitles, ail the patriari 1 , all the mar- 
tyrs, all the holy perfons yon once coi.veried with on 
earthy and in general all the faints in kca\ en, each of 
them lhining as the fun; and how fvveet will their 
company be. J O how loon will the trifles of the world 
vanifh, and all its pieafures be fogot, when once 
the believer gets a view of that captivating glory 
above ! \Vnen the fhepherds heard but fame few no-tes 
of the angels fongs, who praifed God at the nativity 
of ot.r Saviour, they preiently left their flocks, and 
ran to Bethlehem to behold the child Jefus lying in 
the manger; but much more caufe hath a believer 
to leave ail the plefaures of the world, and run to be- 
hold an exalted jefus fitting on the throne of his 
glory, with all his faints and angels tinging praifes 
around him. 

If Cato and Cleombrotus, two Heathens, after 

reading Platce's book of the immorality of the foul, 

did voluntarily, the one fall on his fword, the other 

his neck from a precipice, that they might 

the fooner come (as the fancied) to partake of 

thefe joys; what a lhame is it for Chriitians, who 

luvc a far furer and clearer difcovery of thefe things 

from GoS: own book, to be found unwilling to en- 

.) thefe heavenly joys, when t. sd Re- 

ner calls for them thither? 

lg Chrift was to come 
from! : earth for yon; and fliould you be 

unwilling to remove from earth to heaven for him? 
yea, fbr .e gain is yours? O did 

Chrifl our nature* become obedient to.death, 

and piircb nice for you with his blood ; 

aiU i v. ard to go and take po 

at' it? O for a Chrift- like obedience at death : 
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Laftly, Confider what a reproach is cart on Chrif- 
tianity, by a believer's unwillingnefs to die. For 
Christians to pray, aud i'peak much of Chritt, of 
heaven and glory, and yet be unwilling to enter in- 
to that glory; what is it but a mifbeheving of God, 
and a tempting of Grangers to think there is no re- 
ality in religion ? 

Jgueft" Since death is not eafy to grapple with, 
how ihall I attain to this blelied diipofkion, a willing^ 
nefs to die ? 

Anftv, ifti Be frequently putting, forth the acts cf 
faith upon the righteoufnefs of Chriit; and believe 
that Chrift died to bring in a perfect righteoufnefs 
for believers, that they all might be complete in him. 
Now why mould a believer be afraid to appear before 
God in Chriit's righteoufnefs. which is fo pleating 
and acceptable to him? Rev. xiv. 4. 5. they are 
faid to be " without fault before the throne of God." 
If a believer were to appear before God in his own 
righteoufnefs, clothed with his own duties and per- 
formances, it would be dreadful to think of dying; 
but to have the white garment of an elder brother 
to put on, gives another view of d( ath. Alas, it is 
our neglecting the daily exercife of faith in the righ- 
teoufnefs of Chriit, that makes the thoughts of death 
fo unwelcome. 

idly, When you attain to peace and reconcilation 
with God, labour to preferve it. Be Hating and 
clearing counts with God every day, and watch 
againft thefe fins that wound confidence, wade com- 
fort, and grieve the Spirit of adoption. \\ hen we 
think God is difpleafed with us, we will be afraid of 
going to him. 

3^/y, Study to be more denied to the enjoyments 
of this life, and to ufe them with a holy indulcrency ; 
otherwife there will be an unwillinefs co leave thefe 
things. 

4/^/y, Labour to be deeply fenfible of the burden 
of indwelling fin and corruption, ar.d the workings 
thereof in your hearts; and this will make tlui 
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thoughts of death welcome, becaufe it eternally de- 
livers yeu from it. 

$thly^ Seek further difcovcries of the loveftnds of 
Chriit, and the daily exercife aud increafe of your 
fouls love to him; for it is the fi'ati re of love to long 
after communion with the perfbn that we io - e. 

dthly, Make death familiar to you by the freq ent 
forethoughts of it. Retire oft from the world .to 
think of dying, when you are in belt health. 

~jthly, Be much taken up indie fweet employment 
of praifing God, and exalting the v or thy Lamb that 
was flairf; and this will incline you to be there, 
where this is the continual work. 

Laftly, Be oft tl hiking ef thefe warnings andfor- 
runners of death, which God fends to wean your 
heart from the love of life, and difpofe you to a wil- 
lingnefs to die. Forthisend, God ends manifold dif- 
eafes, pains, infirmities, wants, <',r.nts, holies, croifes, 
difappointments, &e. And in a ipecial manner, let 
old people view the forerunners and harbingers of 
death which God fends to prepare his way: fuch 
as the decays and infirmities of old age, which we 
have elegantly defenbed in figurative ekpreffions. 
Ecclef. xii. 2. " Then the light of the lmi, moon, 
and liars lhall be •darkened;*' *. e. in old perfons, the 
intellectual powers and faculties, which are as lights 
in the foul lhall be weakened. And then do " the 
clouds return after rainj ? ' /'. e. their diftempers are 
frequent like a continual dropping in a rainy day; 
and the ending of one is but the beginning of anoth- 
er — v erfe 3. *' Then the keepers of the honle do 
tremble;" i. e. the head aiid hands which were em- 
ployed for the prefervation of the body do lhake. — 
*■' The Itro ig men bow themfeives ;" /. e. the legs and 
thighs which are che pillars of the ho ie become weak 
and feeble. — '•* The grinders ceafe becanle they are 
few ;" i. c the teeth which like the upper and nether 
niillrtone do grind out meat and prepare it for con- 
coction then ceafe to do their pan: — K Thofe that 
look out of die windows are darkened;" /. e, the 
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eyes wax dim, whereby God calls us to turn thein 
trom beholding vanity, and to look after the 
chat are hoc feen. — v er£e 4. " The daug 

of muiic are brought low y, i, e. they hive neither 

voice nor ear.; they can nei her iing themiclves, nor 
take pleafure in the voice of I men < r momen. 

Then death pulls us, as it were by the ear, to I 
©n the mufic above. — vude/j. " i'he almond- tree 
nourifheth ;" i. e. the hair grows whice, like the al- 
mond-tree in the bloflbm. And as the oi;tv. ard 
parts of the body do weaken a.ul decay, fo alio do 
the ir\ward parts thereof: therefore it is laid, Verfe 
6. '• The lilver cord lhall be looi'ed, the g< 
bowl broken, the pitcher broken at the fountain, and 
the wheel broke. 1 at the ciilern;" /'. e. the (ilvcr 
cord 1. wsis loofed, which carries the facul- 

ty of ic.'l: a;. d motion from the head, through the 
body. The head, which like a golden bowl or box, 
Irani, that is the fountain of fenfe and 
motion through, age is broken, and turns crazy. 
The many pinchers of the vains, which carry the 
aoiiriming blood from the vvell to the liver unto 
each part of the body, become like broken veffels. 
Liie wheels of the arteries, which convey the 
siro.n the heart to the i'everal members, 
for quickening them, begin to turn faint and lan- 
guid. All thefe things do warn o;d perfons to take 
their affections oil' time's ehingSj and let thein upon 
things abo\e, that they may be helped to fay, we 
*' del ire co depart and to be widi Chi m." 

But after all, fome believers w dl have objections 
againit wilhnguefs to die, fome whereof I lhall con- 
ficicr. 

Ol'jeft. I. " I am threatened to be cut off in the 
flower of mine age." 

yj yw. Inltead of fretting on this account, you 

ough.c rather to adore a id pra'u'e a gracious God, 

that is willipg to beitow Jk reward of the whole 

who had only labored fome hours 

of it. iraife him ; tiiat is willing to take you fo l'oon 
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home; whereby you will prevent much fin and fur- 
row in the world. 

O.yecJ. II. " I have houfes and lands, and a com- 
fortable dwelling on the earth." 

Anfw. Thefe arc only needful in your pafiage 
through the world; above there is no ufe for thefe 
comforts. Their God providcth maniions for his 
people athoufand times more comfortable, John >.iv. 
•x. 1 Cor. v. 1. Surely houles of God's building, and 
of Chriit'sfurniihing, are preferable to the cottages 
built by men's hands. 

Objcfi. 111. " But I am loth to leave God's ordi- 
nances, and the fwect communion I have had with 
him therein." 

Anfw. Above there will be no need of ordinances, 
facramentes, bibles, orminiiters; for the Lamb will 
be the light of the heavenly temple, and ail hid things, 
in religion will be difcovered in Chriit's face, there 
you will celebrate an eternal Sabath, drink the fruit 
of the vine new with CL.rih, be ever with the Lor:!, 
without any cloud or interruption of your communion 
with him. Is it any lofs to be taken from che fhal- 
lowhreams, and fet by the foundation that is ever full 
and running over? 

Objefl. IV. '"i am loth to leave the company of 
godly friend;. rions." 

Anfw. Death \. . take you to your friend Ch'rift, 
that is far better than cl em ail. And for one friend 
you lofe upon earth, you lhall find an hundred in 
heaven; and thefe godly relations you leave here, 
yoalhall feoain&et with the.: again there; where you 
will have far i . eeier commun on than pbflibly you 
can have upon earth with them, r the belt of men, 
who while here, have feveralinfirnii ties and paffions, 
that many times make their convene uncomfortable. 

OkjeftN . "Bin . would fain fee the gxory of Zi- 
on upon earth, when God's promifes to her ihall be 
accomplished." 

Anfw. bo Mofes would fain have feen Ifrael's hap- 
pinefs in the promiied land: but his dymg in. ijieiirr 
U 
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belief of God'i 

there, was more acceptable to God, than hisfc hold- 
ing the performance. And ry of the church 
militant is a fight nothing comparable to that of the 
church triumphant above. 

Objeft. VI." But I would incline to flay to do 
God more fervice in his church below, whole ne- 
ceiTities arc clamant." 

fw. 1 You will not want oppotunity lor 
ferying and glorifying God above, and where you 
will be in far better < afe for it. Here our hearts arc 
oft out of tune for God's work, and we 
to hang our harps upon the willows; but 

e are no willows to hang them on ; no 
there will ever complain of any indifpoiltion of heart 
.or tougv.e. 

idlv, Gi s the necclhtics of his church. 

is more concerned for them than tliou 1 
and it is e.:i , to raiie up initruments to 

carry on his work when tneu art gone. 

ObjeSl. VI. " I am afraid of the pain and pangs 
of decth. The thoughts of theie make me ilirink 
back." 

Anfw, ift. Many die without much feeming fenfp 
of pain, and ic is probable have lefs pain at the hour 
of death, dun they have felt under ieverai former 
difea 

:..'/]■, If they be fliarp, they are foon over ; and 
each paag of death will let fin a ftep nearer the 
door, and thy foul a Hep nearer home; and there- 
fore it becometh a Chriftian to die cheerfully, ar.d 
to be glad when lie can find the grave. 

Now, what I have laid in this chapter is to the 
belies I: for it is no wonder though th 

. , at death, flirink back into the 
and tremble to gp forth, when they can ha 
pcofpect of any better lodging than utter dafknefs. 
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V. Study to imitate th 

r~|Si : Iis\vas the character and 

' :.'. 13. k - Th 
txlTa faith, fo 

erstothe kit, dying in the (late of faith,, but they 
in the -exercife.of faith . the c?:er- 

,, worthy 
to he '«"S. 

An open and pro berance to the 

■ of faith, and truths of C v. This 

faith all u && 

view of death, and gerfevere in it to the laii ' 
out v . This would be to dii 

in our b 

:e to Ghriftand hie truths to th 
and' ib then in faith! When ho was urged by the 
proconful to deny Chrift,he 

. have I ferved him, and he 1 
one- Line: and h 

hi faith imports- an inward, hi 
and firm belief in the of the 

i 10 as to make 
indation of our comfort a. 
of death. As for infto 
1 
a:id exifting in a feparate condition 
and of that future ftate of.bleflednefs 
>ared for a 
dy to the 

refurr chon at the laft 
in Job both I 

.'.-•Ik: 1 . liveth, 

! at the latter daj 
■ 
- 

! 

U2 
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Cod hath given concerning it: As Abraham did in 
going out to an unknown land. Hcb. xi. 8. lk By 
he was called to go out into 
a place which he Ihould after receive for an inheri- 
tance, cl eyed, and he went out, not knowing whe- 
ther he v . n:." 

3<#y, The believer dies in faith, when he makes 
freili application to Chrift as his only hope and ! 
our, takes him in Ins arms of faith, as old Simeon 
did before his death, laying, " In the Lord Chrilt 
I have righteouChefs and ftrength ;" though I have 
neither righteoufnefs nor Ilrength in myfelf, yet I 
have both in him, my blefted lurcty and redeemer. 
We have many ules for faith in Chrift at the hour 
of death. By faith we muft depend upon Chrilt's 
blood for making atonement, and walking away 
the guilt of all 01 r by part fins. By faith we mult 
put on the righteouinelb of Chrift for covering our 
naked fouls, when they are to appear and Hand be- 
fore God. By faith we muft rely on Chrift for 
Ilrength to fuffer pain, refilt temptations, and con- 
quer death and all our enemies. By faith we muft 
look to Chrift as our leader, and truft him for onr 
fate condi cl through the dark valley of death, and 
for fafe landing on the (bore of glory. 

qtfrty, The believer dies in faith, when he truft 

his departing fqirl with confidence in his Redeemer's 

[, faying with Paul, 2 Tim. i. 12. " I know 

v'c believed, and I am perfuaded that lie 

is able to keep that which I have committed to 

again'ft tha^ day." : the Pfalreift's pra 

xxxi. 5. " Into thy hard I commit my fpirif - r 
fcr tl. 01. haft redeemed me, O Lord God oft: 

•1 that dies in faith, commits the icwel 
fouj to hi pkig, and co- 

in his cs re oi ' -t. Vv it, he hath redeem- 

tdit, he loves it, it : cr of his 

and hew. own flefti. He loves his dy- 

ing fai 1 better than we love an ey 

or any other member of our body, which, to be 
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fare, we will not lofc, if it be in our 

it. 

g in faith imports, that the - 
ides in God's 

tl and 
li are not yce accon 

all his pr ruing the 

of his church, th , of the. J 

thed< '..rife, and the jlbcond c< 

and likewife ; 
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t/7, Let us be c 

i 
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C hri i 

\ or ivh 11 God ha ers. 

frequently de; ;s for 

I and beware 01 ' 
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- 

r~U~^iIbj is the laft oppotunity you have of doing- 
ice to God, and the intereft o 
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trivetoii honor 

.. God's people leaving 
Chriii and his fervice, and per- 
lie in with their laft breath? 
111. diTecl. 5. and 6. addi ral 

e dire&ions con- 
:ech and behaviour of the children of 
nck-beds, which I mall not repeat. 
tt v\ hich I defign here is, to let before you die 
r> amples of fame eminent faints, and their exempla- 
ry, pions, and I 5ches and lay "n 
were a- dying; and that in order to confirm and 
?rs in religion, and alio to excite them to 
worthies when they alio come 
to d.c. St rely it is far this very end that God hath 
ordered us to be cbmpaffed about with fo great a 
cloi d of witneifts , Heb. xii, 1 . Thus doth theapof- 
tie improve their example, Heb. xi. And how ear- 
neft is he in this matter ? Heb. vi. 11,12. tk And 
v. e ciciire, that evei / one of you do (hew the fame di- 
lio-erfce, to the F tice of hope unto the end; 
at ye be ri dul, but followers of them who 
through faicifsnd patience inherit the promifes." 

I Ml begin with fome examples from the facred 
hiftory ; and in the firft place, with the King of 
faints, our Xord Jefus thrift. O how fweet and 
,, , , ul p; c v/c cor.rfes unto his difciples, 

•ew nigh ! and what a heavenly 
, and all his clcd ones 
xv e have recorded in the 14th, 
d 17th chapters of John : which are 
;iv ? ii;;;ionalic at' ail times" for us to read and medi- 
tate upon, bi tefpecially when death is approaching, 
knd hkewife let us read the hiftory of our Lord's 

e the wo 
..This faith in God, his paticr.ee under ft] f- 
ferings, his pity toids enemies, tohismother, 

and hi& difciplefs, his concern for) r's glory, 

: his obedience in b.4 and his w to be 

1 Fered up. 
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1 more glorioufly at his felting, with the ra- 

. is of his heavenly grace and virtues : and 
1 h bath let hiinfelf a pattern to allaying 

f the end of the world. 

. /hen he was on his death-bed, called his 
ther, and gave them many fpecial charges 
and bleifmgs; we have his excellent words record- 
ed in Gen. xlviii. and xlix. chapters. And in par- 
ticular, how iwcetly doth he fpeak of the coming of 
the Mali,'; to them? Gen. xlix. 10. 18. And how 
ioiaately doth he commend God's goodnefs and 
kind providence towards him through his life? 
Gen. xlviii. 15, 16. u The God which fed me all 
my life Jong unto this day," &c. 

Jofeph, when lie was a-dyingfpoke lovingly to his 

brethren, who had deals cruelly with him; and af- 

n of the Lord's faithfulness in keeping his 

promife to tl. rs, Gen. 1. 20. w 1 die, 

God will furely viiit you, and bring you out of tins 

i." 

1 he was to go up to mount Nebo to 
die there, left many bleffings, and gave many weigh- 
ty charges to the children of Ifrael; we have his ho- 
ly and ravilhing words recorded, Dent, xxxii. and 

iii. chapters. And particularly how plea, 
doth he commend God, and his ways, to the people ! 

4. " lie is the rock, his work 1 
feci: : for all his ways are judgment : a God of truth, 
and without iniquity, jiift and right is he." 

Joihua, when he was near his end, gave many 
arges and exhortations to the people, which 
we ha\e narrated, joili. xxiii. and xxiv. chapters. 
And there we may fee the reitiarkable methods he 
takes to rivet impreffions and convictions upon them, 
n he can inilruct them no longer. And 
. to their confeiences concern- 
God in keeping his word to 
e them to fidelity to 
•• And behold this day i am 
rth ; and yc knovt in ail 
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your hearts, aiivl in all your I 

'.ailed of all the 
your God (pake con 

David, when his end v. a:, near, 
people, and folemnly charged them, as in the audi- 
ence of God, to keep his coi lente, 1 Chrpn, 

:i. 8: 9. And particularly, 
and fucce . to " know the God of his 

.r, and to ferve hi t, and 

with a willing mind." 

The apoftie Paul, when taking his laft farewell of 
the elders of Ephefus, he molt folemnly charges 

1, to •■ 1 1 . 
over which the Holy Ghoit had made them ovtr- 
feers," Acts xx. 28. And how fweetly doth he ling 
in the view of approaching death ! 2 Tim. iv. 6. 7, 
8. " I am now ready to be offered, the time 
departure is at hand. I have fought a good I 
I have fini-ihed my courfe, I have kept the 
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righ- 
teouihefs, which the Lord, the righteous Judg< 
give me at that day ; and not to me only, but unto 
them alfo that love his appearing." 

In imitation of thele fcripture~faints, the pe 
of God in all ages have ftudied to glorify G,; 
edify men at their death, by commending Go>.\ and 
godiinefs to their friends and families. Thefe we 
ought to teach by both how to l:\ 

how to die, as others have Thus 

faid once a dyh ; I t to his family, tk I have for- 
ight you how to live, and n h you 

how to die." 

•w, becai the fpeeches of d 

Chriflians have been much 1 I God hath 

kably '.,;■ 1 to the it and 

co lfirmation, q others to 

I ihall bring, fever al 1 . from 

:s and \ from 

■ gra- 
w ere 
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moll heavenly, w lien the fun of their life v. as at 
tig. 

1. That old difciple, Polycarp, when he came to 
the (lake at which he was burnt, defired to ftand un- 
tied, laying, " Let me alone, for he that gave me 

ch to come to the fire, will give me patience 
to endure the flame without your tying." 

2. So holy Cyprian triumphed over death, faying, 
" let him only fear death, who mull pais from this 
death to the fecand death." When he heard the 
fentence of death, pronounced againft him, he faid, 
44 I thank God for freeing me from the prifon of 
tliis body." 

3. Baiil, when the emperor Valens fent his ofFcers 
to tempt him with great preferments to turn 
from the faith, he rejected them with fcorn, faying, 
''You may offer thefe things to children." And when 
they threatened him with ivfferings, he faid, 44 threat- 
en your purple gallants with thefe things, that 
give themfelves to their pleafures." 

When Modeflus the perfect: threatened Bafil, to 
con fifcate his goods, to torment him, to banilh him 
or kill him. he anfwered, 44 he need not fear confifca- 
tion, that had nothing to loofe: nor baniihment, to 
whom heaven only is a country: nor torments, 
when his body would be daihed with one blow ; nor 
death which is the only way to fet him at liberty." 
The perfect telling him he is mad, faid. Opto me in 
eta nuntj J?c (hlirart j , I wiJh I may forever be thus 

2. Ignatius being led from Syria to Rome to be 
torn in pieces of wild bcalls, he expreiled hisfe 
1 as to fome others th 
lions out of a kind of re\erence, wo • ire to 

him. And therefore he oft wi-fhed, 44 at 
their a might be whiited t • 1 .1. 

44 For (laid he) the iions teeth are I t mill, 

which though it ft, yetwal | 

wheat, only prepares ana fits it to I pive 

. Let me be broken by them, lb I may be 
made pure ma tchet for heaven." 
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5. The great Mr. Knox, our reformer, when he 
lay a d er,ever crying, "( 

Lord [efusj fweetjefus, into thy han 

my fp;rit. :> Being aH 

if his pain was great? he anfwered, u th 
110c efteem that a pain, which would be to hii 
end of all trouble, and the beginning of eternal j< 
Oftimes, after fome deep meditations, he faid,"0 
ferve the Lord in fear, and death lhall not be terri- 
ble to you; bleffed is the death of thole that have 
part in the death of Jefus." 

After a fore temptation from Satan, (which I 
formerly mentioned) over which he triumphed at 
lenght, he laid, " Now the enemy is gone aw; 
Ibamed, and (hall no more return. I am fure now 
my battle is at an end, and that without pain of 
body, or trbul . I lhall Ihortly ch 

tins mortal and miferable life, with t! , and 

immortal life which fhall never have an end."' Af- 
ter one had prayed for him, he was aflced wh 
he heard the prayer? he anfwered, u Would to God 
you had heard it with fuch an ear and heart as I 
havedone! ;,Lord Jefus, receive my fpirit." 

With vtffaich words, without - ionofhai 

as one falling afleep, V. 1 dying, he en- 

ded his li ■. 

9. Dr. Gouge, when he was was 

fore afflicted with the (tone, and other painful 1 
dies; yet though by reafon of his pains he \ 
heard to groan, he never once gr ,1 the 

difpenfatrons of God. 1. cried 01 

: yet {till 
himfelf, that there is a great Saviour. In] 
ell tcr would 1 

there is nothing of hell, or of God's wrath. ( 
foul, be fdent t: it is thy God and Father 

that thus orders thine eftate. Thou an 
he may tread and tr m thee a 

tho 1 hall i 
thou art kept 01 ; though 
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«\is, yet they are not intolerable, thy God affords 
; he will turn it to thy good, and 
: to all; and none of thefe corn- 
el in hell." In his greatetf pains, 
he oft ufed holy job's words, t: Shall \vc re 
good from the 1 be Lord, andnoteyil alfo ?" 

When any of his friends would have comforted him, 
telling him of his eminent I fervice in 

Jniitry, he would anfwejr, '* 1 d;ire not tiling 
. ii thing I ly Jefus Chrift, 

,vhat he hath done and endured, is the ground 
ifort." The thoughts of death were 
.it to him, when he often termed, his i-cft 
;, tie Lt unto Jefus Chriit. And he would blefs 
pod, that he had nothing to do but to die. 

6. I have read of another mimifter under the like 

.1? pains. When he was alked, how he did? 

hisfre ' , " The bum always burning, 

pied ; though my pains are above the 

ftrength of nature, yet they are not above the fup- 

ports of grace. 1 ' He would pray, " Lord drop 

thefe bitter waters of Marah. Let the 

blood j, which extinguijheth the fire of 

.thine dlay my burning pain. Oh, if my pa- 

re more my pains would be lei's; Lord, 

give n ad inflict what thou wilt. This 

>t, but it will carry me to heaven. O 

my God break open the prifon door, and fet my 

poor captive ioul free: I defire to be diflblved, b t 

enabl; " 11 g^y to wait tn >' time." He would 

again :n mail the time come, that I ihall 

i more, nor forrow more: Lord, keep me 

from dilhonouring thy name by impatience. Oh, 

who \ t, even in burning, have honourable 

of God! Lord, thou gaveft me no occa- 

lion to have hard thoughts of thee. - BlelTed be 

God, for the peace of mine inward man, when my 

is fo full of trouble. I 'his is a bitter 

but it is of my Father's mixing; and ihall I 

jiot then drink it?" 
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8. Mrs. Jean Alkew, who was a martyr in I 
Henry's reign, to her co ifeifion in Newgate ihe thus 
fubfcribed; "-Written by me Jean . that 

neither wiftieth death, nor 1' 

merry as one bound towards heaven.*' w liei 

chancellor lent her letters at the ftal 

th£ king's pardon, if ihe would retain; i 

to look upon them, gave this anfwer: "That Hie 

came not hither to deny her Lord and Mailer." 

9. Mr. James Bainham, when he was at the 
Hake in. the midil of the 'burning fire, which had 
half confumed his legs and arms, l'pake theie wordtfj 
"O ye Papifls! behold ye look for miracles, and 
here now ye may fee a miracle; for in this 

feel no more pain, than if I were in a bed of clown; 
it is to me as a bed of rotes." 

10. John Lambert, as he was burning in Smith- 
field, ad his legs were quite confumed with the 
fire, he lift up his hands, his fingers naming like 

lis heart abounding with comfort, cry- 
ing out,' 4 ' Joi e b it Chrii't, none but Chrift." 

1 1 . bei t Glower, a little before his death, 
had j the ft tie of God's favor, for which he was 
ing c hea inels and forrow; but when he came 
v. th of the flake at which he was to faffer, 
he was ou a Hidden. fo filled with divine comfort, 
that, claj J i rg his hands together, he cried out to his 
fer a t, "He is come, he is come;" and fo died moil 

rfi liy. 

2. it was a faying of Auguftine, "Boughs fall 
o rees. and flones out of buildings; and why 
{.. Id it .tern ftrange that mortal men die ?" 

3. Mr. jbhn JUodd had a violent fever, that there 
wa but little hope of his life; yet at length his phy- 
fi .'i coming .0 him, find, ''Now I have hope of 
y> 1 recovery." To v hoin Mr. Dodd anfwered, 
You ti omfortme with this, but you make 

it-art lad. It is as ii you fhould tell one who 
ha een lore \ eather-bpaten at fea. and conceiving 
he was now arrived at the heaven where his foul 
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longed to be, that he nn.il go back again to he 
i with new winds and waves." 
would ofi in his laft ficknefs, "I am 

not afraid to look t the face. I can fay, 

Deal mot hurt 

He iifed to fay, "The kne of two th 

Would make one willing to die, viz. What heaven is, 
and that it is mine." "Yes, (Taid one) if a man 
were lure of that." To whom he anfwered, "Truly 
affurance is to he had ; and what have we been do- 
ing all this while r" 

Some others of the fayihgs of this holy man were 
fo pithy and remarkable, I cannot pafs them here. 

Once Mr. Dodd coining to villi: a godly mihifter 
on his death bed, who was much opprefled With me- 
ancholy, and complained to him, laying, u O Mr. 
Dodd, what will you fay of him who is going out of 
the world, and can find no comfort?" To whom 
Mr. Dodd anfwered, "What will you fay of our 
Gavionr Chrift, who, when he was going out of die 
world, found no comfort, hat cried out, My God, 
my God, why haft thou forfaken mc?" He faid 
'ictions, "they are God's portions, which we 
may fweeten by faith and faithful prayer ; but we, 
for the molt part, make them bitter, putting into 
God's cup the evil ingredients of our impatience and 
— He called death the friend of grace, 
gh it be the enemy of nature; for whereas the 
word, facramehts, and prayer, do but weaken tin, 
death kills it." He ufed to fay. "A man is never 
in a hard condition, unlefs he have a hard heart, 
and cannot pray," He inftructed Christians how 
they mould never have a greac nor lal ction, 

and" that was by looking upon the things that are 
not feen, which are eternal, 2. Cor. iv. 17, 18. For 
what can be great to him that counts the world 
nothing? And what can be long to him, that ac- 
. his life but a fpan long ? — When he law a 
Chriftian look fad, he would fay a? Jonadab did to 
Amnon, "Art thou a king's fon, and lookelt fo ill?" 
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And when fuch complained to him of their loflfes 
and crones, he would ufe the words of Lliph 
job, U D6 the confolations of God feem fmall unto 
you? God hath taken from you your children, your 
goods, &<;. but he hath not taken from you himfelf, 
his Chrift, nor his Spirit, nor heaven, nor eternal 
life." 

To a friend of his that rofe from a mean to a great 
eftate, he fent word, "That this was but as if he 
ihould go out of a boat into a barge or Hup; but he 
ought ferioufly to remember, that whUll he was in 
this world, he was but upon the floating lea." 

lie oft faid, "That if it were lawful to envy any, 
he would envy thole that turn to God in their youth, 
whereby thy efcape much firi and forrow, and arc- 
like Jacob, that Hole the blefiing betimes. He ufed 
to compare reproofs given in a pafifon, to fcaldihg po- 
tions, which the patient could not take down: in 
reproofs we mould labour for meeknefs of wifdom, 
ufing fort words and hard arguments. 

lie was a molt popular minifter, but much perfe- 
cuted. Once he took a journey to fee his father-in- 
law, Mr, Greenham, and to bemoan himfelf to him, 
upon account of his croiies and hard ufage. 
Greenham, having heard all he could lay, anfwered 
him thus: "Son, Ion, when affliction lieth heavy, 
lin lieth light." Mr. Dodd ufed oft to blefs God 
For this fpeech, faying, "If Mr. Greenham had be- 
moaned him as he exfpe&ed, he had done him much 
hurt." He forgot not this faying in his old age, 
but made excellent ufe of it for bimfelf and others. 

14. Gecolampadius, that famous divine of Swit- 
zerland, when lying on his death-bed, and being 
aiked' Whether the light did not offend him? hean- 
fwered, pointing to his breait, Hie fat lucis. u Herc 
is abundance of light;" meaning of comfort 
joy. He aiked one of his friends, What news? His 
friend anfwered, none. Then, faith he, I will tell 
you fome news ; I mall prefently be with my Lord 
Chrift. 
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15. A certain godly man pafling through his laft 
ith extraordinary calmueis of confcie 

fo le of his friends about it, he aa- 

:1, that h 

that fweet promife, I/a. xxvh 3. ''' Thou wilt keep 

him in perfect peace whole mind isftaidon thee; be- 

he trufteth in thee," And my God, faid he, 

hath grecioufly made it fully good unto my foul. 

, Mr. Robert Bolton, minifter at Brougton, 
well known by his writing, in the time of h 

. ' .huh was long ana (harp, he oft 

ed out thefe words: " Oh, when will I hour 

.' when fhall I be diffolved? when ihall I be 

Chrilt." Being told, that to be diffolved was 

for him, yet it would better for the 

i that he would {lay here ; he anfwered, " If 

1 (hall find favour in the eyes of the Lord, he will 

i,and (hew me both it and his k: 
tion : but if other wife, lo here I am, let him do 

:th Him good in his eyes." 
other, if he conk; not be content to live, if it 
ed God? he anfwered, i; I grant that life is a 

Dg of Go J, neither willlrieg 3 that 

may -prefer ve it; and do h< to God's 

nore to bs 
' Heb:u 
n,makefu - 'ift before tfrsy came 

to die ; a ' now as a lump of 

vaii . d the minifters that came to 

t auk com 
I . I 

■ 

ir his 
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hoped eved, that none of them durft I 

et himat that dread tribun; Lin an unregenerate 
ftate." 

Some o\ to watch with hi 

is doctrine he had difcovered 

to them the exceeding comforts that were in Chrift 

fo he would now tell them what he felt in his own 

" Alas, faid he, do you look for that of me 

now, that wants breath and ftrength to fpeak? I 

have told yon enough in my miniftry: but yet I 

tisfy you, I am, by the wonderful mercies of God, as 

full of comfort as my heart can hold; and I feci 

in my foul but Chrift, with whom I heartily 

e to be. And obferving fome weeping, he 

d to them and faid, " Oh, what a deal ado there 

is before one can die.", 

When the pangs of death were upon him, being 
told, that fome of his dear friends were about him, 
to take their laft farewell, he caufed himfelf to be 
railed up in his bed, and after a few gafpings for 
breath, he faid, " I am now drawing on apace to 
my diffolution: hold out faith and patience, your 




ven, and to hear in mind what he had formerly to'.d 

in his miniftry, ^protefting to them, that the 

hed to- them for the fpace of 

I 

... 
.' 
17. I, a godly minifter, crp.- 

■ 

. Romans, , .,,. 
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on it, verfe by verfe : but on a fudden lie faid, i: Oh 
Hay your reading ; what brightnefs is this I 
ited up any candle ? A Pander by 
no, it is th line (for it was abpiitiive o'clock 

i '. a cleai fummer's evening). Lt ~ ! 

tviour's iun-iiune. !• .vofld; 

t a ; the day-ltar from on high Lath 
trt: O fpeak it when I am gone, and 
:h it at my funeral: God 
man: I feel his mercy, I feehisniajefty, whe- 
ther in the body or out of the : tell, God 

js that are unutterable." 
>ture he cone: 
18. 1 knew not long ago, an man 

[. that fell into ie\ eral fuch nary rap- 

tures fometime before his death, fuch as his t 
ind fpirit were not able to fupport ui 
b be had no ficknefs. Sometimes he was ib 
fwallowed up and overcome by the manifefcation§ of 
e co his foul, that his words could not be 
rftood; his natural colour, heat and 
gth, would ib go off, that all about him would 
to be dying; but when he was able to 
uttered, they were lb heavenly and ravifh- 
oncerning the love pfChrift, and freedom of 
i lers could not hear him without 
ucs mimfters, when they came to 
viiic him, and found him in theie : 
cd to ti rn ail their prayers in his behalf into pr 

. lo.ne petitions they would put up to God, 

w That he might gracioufly fpare and be tender of 

body, and enable him to bear that load of 

s, God was pleafed to let out to him, 

and v bodily ftrength was not fuf- 

. ' lea, they would be put to cry," Lord, 

/ will, hold thy hand, for he is but a clay 

v wuie will burn the old boctie ; pre- 

l in life as a mo of the rich grace of 

com idtion oi' Athtiits and carnal peo- 

.. cou.irmarion of the faith of the chil- 



f'Gdd."-— Sot Id cry in a1 rr.pt 

, O a [help me to pi ! O 

.re his love; ai 

: ; cs of !o-- 

• Lamb in the midll of 
■ nl, \ e of Chi liti' i:; 
rds him! my fpirit is < .l.v.i< d 
out of mc by the manifeftations of God!" — H< 
ently to Jay \ ivenly Jir to his fr'u 

O wl k. ye of Chrift ? — \V hen his e< (ta< y did 

fomewhat abate, fo that he attained a plea! 
nefs ' edom of fpeech, he ' 

ries of religion, the electing love 
ii of grace, the unfearcl : bl< ri< li- 
es cf Chrift, and the glorioi s contrivance < 
lion I facrifice; I fay he v\ 

of thele things more like an angel than a man. 
For fuch Was his heavenly eloquence, I 
words, and facility of fpeaking upon thele fnl 
(which ol was not rati ral to him) 

\yho< i /ere exceedingly fur] 

ihed to hear him. His body gradually weak- 

under thele raptures of fpirit, and he longed 

much co he off the world, becaufe he thought he 

[ be fodittle ufeful in it 1 ncing Goi 

nor. rfe reckoned bound to improve the 

ihort svas like to have here, in c< 

a to all that he had ac( i 
of any thing he 1 
in th d molt coi.vincn 

ances, a 

JX] 

God was to be found in them. — He Ct 
fin wonde - for he c< • 

ed it 

and ; 

it. IV; 

iaa 
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Cc?:w\ that fubtle enemy felf will enter in with 
tt.c, an I Oif< r to pull the crown off his head before 
ice." 
Once after hearino 1 a fermon on Ffal. Ixxxv. 8. 
" I will hear what God the Lord will fpeak," he 
diico rfe to i) e that 1 
God that lie had fpoke to h 
that fermon. " And O (faid he) what am I, that 
oflfrael ihoiild have {poke to me thefethree 
fermon-da ■ that all my fins are 

lat am I, a viie worm, that lie 11 
he lb kind I condescending, as to d Chrift 

in J :ne, and 

be with him ! - ight thatl 

. away from me, but 1 fee he will not 
1 J admirable free grace ! Oi 
I .. him !" 

ir, there was fome ; 
in It tioned his intei 

:d, " i know he is my God 
:ner, and I will ihortly I 
And ■ ready to 1 for want 

Nations, he faid, " 
knew his I 

had met with, yet ( 
, he hath given n 

19. Dr. Harris, head of Trinity 

ifed to exhort ; t him to get 

gs. " It is (fai r victory, 

. 
piece ( get on all 

light: Stand to 
lorious. On 

Do all 
from 
I 
I 

l , ' • C ( 

aci n. of 
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what they have heard, he would refume the heads 
thereof, and fay , "O what excellent truths are I 
Lay them up carefully, for you will have n< 
thc.u." — When friends came to viiit him, he would 

• ; I cannot'fpeak, but I can hear." Be 
where his comfort lay ? He anfwered, " In v. 
and in the free grace of God/' 

One telling him, that he might take much comfort 
in his labours, and the goo 
fwer was," All is nothing without a Saviour, \ 
out him my bett works would condemn me. Oh, 
I am alhamed of them, they are i'o mixed with (in. 
e done nothing for God as I ought. — Oh 
of time fits very heavy upon my fpirit. V 
work apace; allure youri'elves nothing will 
trouble you when you come to die, than that you 
have done no more for God, who hath done fo much 
for you. 

Sometimes he ufed thus to breathe out himfelf, 
I never in all my life faw the worth of a Chriit, nor 
tailed the fweetnefs of God's love in that meafure as 
now I do." — Being alked by minifters, what they 
/hould chiefly requelt for him ? he anfwered, " Do 
not only pray for me, but-praife God that he fup- 
ports me, and keens otf Satan from me in my weak* 
nefs ; beg that I may hold out. I am now a good 
way home, near the more, 1 leave you tolling on the 
fea : Oh, it is a good time to die in." 

In all the letter. wills which he made, he took care 
this legacy mould ffill be , I be- 

11 to all ! , 

da I Iraa, to each of th< 1 ifcrip- 

tion, None but Chrift." lie ufed to it is a 

hard thing for a faint to forgive himfelf fome 

em." 
. 2o when he lay a dying, lift up 

*" s lv of his 

learn- 
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2.1. Mr. Cooper, when a-dying faid, " Ifawnot my 
children when they were in the womb, yet there the 
Lord fed them without my care or knowledge. I 
I not fee then) when I go out of the body, vet 
(hall they not want a father." Again,- death is 
fomewhat driery, and the ftreams of that Jcrdon 
between us and our Canaan run furioufly, bat they 
ftand {till when the ark comes." 

11. The Reverend Mr. Halyburton, that mining 
light in St. Andrews, when a-dying commended 
Chrift and godlinefs with great earneftnefs, to all 
that came to fee him. He exhorted his brethren 
to diligence in the minifry. " It was the delight of 
my heart (faid he) to preach the gofple : I defired to. 
decreafe, that the Bridegroom might increafe ; and 
to be nothing, that he might be ail. I repent I did 
not more for him. O that I had the tongi.es of men 
and angels, to praife him!" When he was advifed 
to lie quiet, he laid, u Whereon mould a man be- 
llow his laft breath, but in commending the Lord Je- 
fus Chrift, God clothed in our nature, dying for our 
fins?" 

He caufed read one of Mr. Rutherfod's letters, 
viz. that to Mr. John Me..;, and thereafter laic', 
" That is a book I would commend to you all, there 
is more - practical religion in that letter, then in a 
book of a larger volume." 

He exhorted fome minifters that came to fee him 
to "As for the work of the miniftry 

(faid he) it was my deliberate choice, were my -.'ays 
ned out much more, and days as trouble- 
they are like to be, I would rather ie a con- 
te . of God, than the greateft prmce on 

d, when taking farewel oi his wife, 
n and fervants, " Here is a demonftration of 
1 reality ol Lt I a poor, weak, timorous, 

raid s any, am now ena- 

bled, by the power of grace, compofedly : oy 

to look death in the face I dare look it ifc 
in its moft ghaftly fhape. and h&pe within a little to 
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have the viclorv. I cannot but cQmmend the Lord 
Jefus. As far as my word will go, I mult pn 
claim it, he is the belt mailer that ever I faw.' To 
his lbn who was a child, he faid," If I had as many 
fons as there are hairs in your head, I would beftow 
them all on God" — To fome prefent he faid, " O 
Sirs, I dread mightily that a rational fort of religion 
is coming in among us ; I mean by it, a religion 
that coniiftsin a bare attendance on outward duties 
1 ordinances, without the power of godlinels; 
and thence people mail fall into a way of fervii 
God, which is mere Deifm, having no relation to 
Chrift Jefus and the fpirit of God." — He exprefled 
his fears of a ftorm coming on the church of Scot- 
land; but he faid, " The day would break, and the 
Lord would arife, and he hoped the church would be 
made a wonder, and the Lord will fay, Lo, this 
people have I formed for myfelf; he can make a 
nation to be born at once." He cried often with the 
fpoufe in the long, " When mail the day break, and 
the (hadows fly away ? Turn my beloved, and be 
thou as a roe, or a young hart on the mountains of 
Bether." 

faid, " Shall I forget Zion? Nay, let my right 
hand forget her cunning, if I prefer not Jerufalem 
to my chicled joy. O to have God returning to 
this church, and his work going on in the world ; if 
every drop of my blood, every bit of my body, every 
hair of my head, were ail men; they Ihould all 
to the fire to have this going on." — He faid, " l\' 
I would fay, that I would tpeak no more in the 
name oi the Lord, it would be like a lire within 
I am calling you to fee a miracle, God is melting 
down into corruption and dull, and yet he is k< 
ingme in a calm. — I cotid not believe that i would 
have burn, and born ch this rod fo li 

this is a miricle, pain without pain; and this is not 
a fancy of a man disordered in his brain, but of one 
lying in full compofure, O blefled be God, that 
ever I was born. I have a father and mother and 
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ten brethren and filters in heaven, and I {hall be the 
eleventh. I lhall ihortly he at that glory that I have 
been long expecting. Though I come not near Mr. 
Shield's glory, nor Mr. Anderfon's, yet I will be 
well enough if I win it. Worthy is die lambto t re- 
ceive glory." 

«.?. Mr. Hugh Mackaill, in his fpeech before his 
., faith,"- 1 have elieemed the loieinn engage- 
ments of this nation to the Lord, pregnant preiorm- 
ances of that promife, Ifa. xliv. 5. where it is evident 
that where church reformations come to any maturi- 
ty, they arrive at this degree of faying, I am the 
Lord's, and fubferibing with the hand unto the 
Lord. So was it in the days of the reforming kingg 
of Judah, and after the reftoration from the captivi- 
ty of Babylon in the days of Nehemiah. This fame 
promife did the Lord Jefus make yea and amen to 
ws, when he redeemed us from fpirir.al J^abylon — 
I glorify him, that he hath called me forth to fuffer 
> name |nd ordinances, and the folemn en- 
tile land to him. Hereafter I will 
not ta ,'ih and blood, nor think on the worlds 

conibiations. Farev/cl all my friends, whole com- 
pany hath been refrelhftd to me in my pilgrimage. 
I have done with the light of the fun and moon. 
Welcome elernal life, everlalfmg love, eyerlafting 
praife, evcrlaiting glory. Praife to him that fits up- 
on the throne and to the Lamb forever." 

2,;.. ous Mr. Durham being viuted by a 

mini Iter in his lad ftcknefs, which was long and lin- 
gering, who laid to him, fir, I hope you have fo fet 
all in order, that you have nothing elfe to do but 
die. u I blefs God (faid Mr. Durham) I have not 
had that to do neither thefe many years. 

25. Mr. Rowland Nevet, his dying prayer for his 
children was that the Mediator's blelfing might be 
the portion of every one of them. Adding to them, 
I charg'eyou all, fee to it, that you meet me on the 
right hand of Chrill at the great day. When he 
was lbme times much fpeut with his labours he would 
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appeal to God, that though he 

his fervice, he wo I 

of: diftempered in 

nc er better th i i in the | 

hell plact ■ ' t0 Jlc i:1 - 

26. Mr. - pains 
were very {harp, he fa s w h° caine 
to fee him, C for your fouls by g - 
ting an mtreft in Chrift, while you areinhea 

if I had chut work to do now, what would come of 
me. A little before his Laft illnjfs he wrote to a rev- 
erend brother, tk Methinks it is Orange, that il 
be your lot and mine to abide fo long on earth by I 
ftuff, when fo many 6f our friends are divid 
fpoil above; but God will have it fo; and to be 
willing to live in obedience to his holy will, is as true 
an act of grace as co be willing to die when he calls." 
One anting him how he did, he atifwered. kt I find 
the chips fly oil apace, the tree Will be dow 
He was fbmetimes taken with fainting fits, which 
when he recovered from, he would Ay, " Dying is 
but a little more." Once he faid After recover}-, 
" Well I thought I had been puljPg into die har- 
bour, but I find I mull yet to lea again." 

27. Mr. Matthew Henry, his feme, 
what fudden, he i;: ; d a iude before it, l 

him, u You have be ufied to tak§ notice of the 
irigs of dying men; this is mine , That a life (pent 
in the fervice of God, and communion with him, is 
the moft comfortable and pleafant life that any 
one can live in this w«rki." 

89. Holy and learned Mr. Rutherford, a little be- 
fore his death, let a -.written teltimomy to our cove- 
nanted work of rfBK^- therein he proves 
the wana, tablcueft 1 ig into cove- 
nant w ith Cod under the New Tefitament times, 
fhe\ his practice is the accomplifhment of 
feverai Oid-'j eita dent projpliefies, fuch as Jer. 1. 4. 
5. Ifa. ii. 3. Ze.h. viii. 2. ila. xix. 23, 24, 25. 
which relate to gdfbel times. And when he 
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fent feveral meuages to the prefby t ;r 
Lndrews, deiiring them to to God's 

it.— In hi . he oft 

.. extolling a; = lding 

. hom he bften called ' 
Mafter, h When his death drew 

, he laid, I fhall fhine, I (hall fee him as he is, I 
him reign, -M\d all his fair company with 
him, and I lhall have my large fhare: my eyes 
. thefe very eyes of mine, a 
■ for me." — Wheito exhorting one to be di 
in feeking God, he faid, " It is no eai 
Chriftian ; but for me, I have gotton the v'i<! 
and Chrift is holding out both his arms ti 
me." — He was wonderfully ftrengthem 
the fears of buffer in g and of death, " For," fays he, 
u I laid to the Lord, if he mould flay me five thou- 
fand times, T would truit i ice it 

with much trembling, fearing I fliould not make 

heart good. But as re cr he fpol 

me by his Spirit, h : that 

his grace fliould be fuiftcient for me." — He laid to 

to fee him, " My Lord 
and Mafter is the'ehief of ten thoufand of thou;' 
none is comparable to him in heaven or in earth. 
Dear brethren, da all for him, pray for Chrift 
'] lor Chrift, feed the i ! to your 

• for Chrift; viilt and catechiie for Chrift- 
Chrift, and beware of man-pleafing. ] 
the flock out of love, the chii rd will appear 

fhortly." Once when he recovered from a faint- 
ing fit he laid, " I feel, I feel, I believe, I enjoy, I 
e, I feed on manaa." — As he took a little 
wine in a fpoon, Mr. Robert Ejair*faid to him, You 
feed on the dainties of heaven, and think nothing of 
our cordials on earth. He anfwered they are all 
but dung, yet they are Chrift's creatures, and in o- 
bedience to his command, I take them. — After fome 
difcourfe Mr. Blair faid to him, "What think you now 
of Chrift? to which he replied, I lhall live and a- 

a 
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tlore him; glory, glory, to my Creator, and to my 

Redeemer forever. Glory Alines in Emmanuel's 
land. — Afterwards he laid, O that my brethren did 
know what a Mailer I have ferved, and what peace 
I have this day! I (hall deep in Chrilt, and when 
I awake I mall be fatisfied with his likenefs." Then 
he faid this night ihall elofe the door, and put my 
anchor within the veil; I Ihall go away in a deep 
by five o'clock in the morning:" which exactly 
fell out. That night, though he was very weak. 
he oft had this es.prellion, O for arms to embrace 
him ! O for a well tuned harp ! 

When fome fpoke to him of his former pain fidnefs 
and faithfulnefs in the work of God; he faid, " I 
diiclaim all that; the port I would be in at, is re- 
demption and forgivenefs of lmsthrovgh his blood." 
His lad words were, " Glory, glory dwelled* in 
Emmanuel's land." 

29. Hugh Kennedy, provoftof Ayr, when he 
a dying, a minifter laid to him, You have caufe, 

to be allured that the angles of God are now wait- 
ing at the Roups of this bed to convey your foul to 
Abraham's bofom: to whom his anfwer was, " i 
am lure thereof: and if the walls of thishoufe could 
fpeak, they could ted how many fweet days I have 
had in fellowiliip with God, and how familiar he 
hath been with my foul." — He was one iaf the great- 
eft wreltlers with God that was in the age wherein 
he lived, and had mod remarkable returns of prayer. 
The great Mr. Welch, in a letter from France, laid 
tohiw, u Happy is that city, yea, happy is that na- 
tion, that hath a Hugh Kennedy in it; I have my- 
felf certainly found the anfwers of his prayers from 
the Lord in my behalf." 

30. The great Mr. Robert Bruce, minifter of Edin- 
burgh, when dying through weakneis and old age, 
being aiked by one of his friends, How matters dood 
now betwixt God and his foul? aul'v. ered, " W hen 
I was young, I was diligent, and lived by faith on the 
Son of God ; but now I am oid, and net able to da 
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h ; yet he condescends to feed rac with lumps 
fe-" That morning before he died, he came 
to breakfkft at Instable, and having eat, as he ufed, 
ingle egg; he faid to his daughter, I think I 
am yet hungry, you may bring me another. But 
ntly he fell into a deep meditation ; and having 
mi fed a while, he faid, IU Hold, daughter, hold, my 
Mafter calls me." With thefe words his fight 
failed him. whereupon he called for the Bible ; bat 
finding his light gone, he faid, " Caft me Up the 
h chapter of the epiftle to the Romans, and fee 
my finger on thefe words, "I am perfuaded, that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, &c. fhall be able 
to feparate me from the love of God, which is in 
Chrift jefus my Lord." Now, faith he, is my fin- 
ger noon them? they told him it was. Then, with- 
out any wore, he faid. "Now God be with you, my 
children, I have breakfafted with you, and fhall fup 
with my Lord jefus Chrift this night." And i'o gave 
up the ghoft. 

91. John Stewart, provoft of Ayr, was a fingu. 
larly pious man; yet when he lay a-dying, he laid 
ne about him, U I go the way of all iieih, and 
it may be fome of you doubt not] my well- 

being: yea, I tejtify, that except when I flept, or 
was on bufi'nefs. I was not thefe ten years without 
wits of God, fo long as I could be in going 
to the crofs; and yet I doubt m 
and am in great agony, yea, at the brink of diipair." 
or two befon L, he turned his fa< e 

to the n company for two hours. Then Mr. 

;ufon the minifter coming in, aiked what he was 
a-doing ? upon which he turned himfelf, with thefe 
d have been lighting and working out my 
falvation with mar and trembling; and now* I blefs 
God, it is perfected, fealed, confirmed, and all fears 
are gone." 

32. Luther, when he fell fick. made his will, in 
which he I don of Popery to his 

Q. 2 
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fore 

- 
h, kt O Lord God, I , 
thou wouldft have me I 
m u] cm: earth. I have 

. 
Lor< 

ck unto thee. Nourifh, inftruct, and keep 
:. ^ O thou the Father of orphans, and judgeof 
the widovt 5, as tho one to me fo do to I , 

In his laft prayer, Feb. 18th, 1546 he hath theft 
wordsi "I pray God to preferve his gospel among 
us; for the Pope, and the Council of Trent, have 
ous things in hand. O heavenly father, I give 
thee thanks that thou hart revealed to me thy ion Je- 
ins Chrift, whom I believe, whom I profefs, whom I 
glorify, and w horn the Pope and the root of the w ick- 
ed perfecftte and diihonour." Mr. Fox faith of Lu- 
ther, "That a poor friar ihould be able to Hand a- 
gainft the Pope was a great miracle; that lie fhould 
prevail againftthe Pope was a greater; and afte all 
to die in peace, having fo many enemies, was the 
greatest of all." 

r. Jofeph Allein, a molt painful, laborious 
-rived of the ufe of his arm 
by a friend, h 
v ell c< 

"What J 
Jefus r i t „J 

ton came to D 

I 

■ 
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tio, when he had been abfent from them. And tho' 
very weak, yet he (pake to them thus, " O how it 
rejoiccth my heart to i'ce your faces, and to hear 
• voices, though I cannot fpeak as heretofore Un- 
to you. Methinks, I am now like old Jacob, with 
all his foiis abdut him. Now you fee my weak ef- 
tatc ; thus 1 have been for many we?ks iince I part- 
ed with you, but God hath been with inc. My 
[s, life is mine; death is mine ; in that covenant 
of which I preached to yon, is all my l'alvation,and 
ire: although my body do nctproiper, I 
hope through grace my foul doth. I have Jived a 
life promifes, and hope through grace 
tan die by a promife. It is the promifes of God that 
v. id hand by is. Nothing- but God in them will 
(land us in a day of affliction. My dear friends, I 
feel the power of thefe doctrines 1 preached to you 
on my heart, thcdoftrines of faith, of repentance, of 
I, of the covenant of grace, of contentment, 
&c. that you would livethem over, now I cannot 
preach them to you ! It is a fhame for a believer to 
be cait duv. 11 under amidtions, that hath fo many 
glorious privileges, juftification, adoption, fanclifica- 
, and eternal glory. We ihall be as the angels 
of God in a little while; nay to lay the truth, be- 
lievers are, as it were, little angels already, that live 
in the power of faith. O my friends, live iik:- be- 
lievers, trample this dirty world under your feet; 
with its comforts, nor difquieted with 
■offes, you will begone out of it ihortiy." 
When they came to take leave of him, he would 
needs pray with them as his weak Itate did fuller 
him. Than he find, 4t Farewel, my dear hi ends ; 
go home and live over what I have preached 10 you 
and the Lord provide for you when I am gone. Now 
I cannot preach to you, but let my waited ftyength 
and ufelefs limbs, be a fermon to yon. I am afraid of 
fomeof ) on, after a 1 ! I have fpokento you. There are 
re who can pray well, and talk well 
-. we ihall fin.! at th ilier 
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day. hayi 

i . O 

heed of the \vO 
> 

th and uJ 
. rile up ' 

■ Lord." Then he faid, '•The Lord 
i rig e\ to his.miniilers to 1 ; 

s you in his name," (• 
r s ufed af nents) " The I 

blefs yon and keep yon, the Lor 

. 
ace, fhat brought again from the dead, 
!s, that gi herd of the ftieep, thro' 

the blood o; the e\ - aant,make you per- 

fect in every rood work to do his v. ill, working in 
yzw that which is v. ell pleafing in his fight, thro 

Chrih; to whom be jlory for ever and ever. 

In the m ' is firft fpeeehes would he (wl 

he alio ufed in his health) ** Now we ha^ i 
more; this-is one more? for God; us live 

well this day, work hard for o lay up much, 

treafure in heaven this d 
to live." 

Bch:^ taken to the Bain, where he met with 
traorqihsry kindnefs from . re- 

torted to hiru, to lee him, and hear 
inp; heard v. hat a monument of mercy he was : he 

Lord's kindhefs to him; and the tokens of (tr 

theii Ijvc, a 

an< . me in ; in pj 

me; lu and it \ 

had been much perfeciitc | nt in prifon, 

no other crin 

He had a mod ife, that j 

waited ( 
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and I ne and abroad, in prifon and 

be prayed, 
r wkh all 
. . .;d fuppon and 
tl [ties. 

I efore 

L>ieie words, ■' Away, 

/ of all mankind, thou 

er, art tin come to mole ft me? 

: am fo • 

>n me I Trouble for I am none 

! I am the Lord's ; CI. -e, and I 

mt ; I have fwora rayfdf to 

be the La d his I will he: therefor 

i words he repeated often, as 
anting with God, a 
anions. \ 
ed on his we ds, he w ould 

" Thefe 1 .d: this vile body mall be 

like to Chriil's glor /, O what a 

oiis day w ill the day of ftion he ! 

- by faith ; how will i ft up 

ipd rejoice ! and how fa the 

wick e let us mal e hafte, 

our Lord ortly ! If we long to be in 

with o, r -A'drh: for ■ 
we (hail be fetchecL O thisvai 
h, dirty world! I wonder how r 

'.it upon it 1 What orth 

the lookin lottobe in it lo 

hath eh' ering 

" me: were that done, farewei to earth." 
This eminent fai ■ iven him 

I of him, in as high a d< 
as of moft faiiirs on ^at each thought was to 

him a pra er a i'ong, each day a Sab- 

h meal a l*crament, and fo his life on 
eai th a foretafte of that eternal repalt, to which he 
hath now arrived. 



1 88 Affudzd Mak\s Companion. 

34. The noble Marquis Of'Argyll, -being a zeal- 
ous friend of our covenanted reformation, was put 

to death May 27th 1661. His friends contm ed 
methods for his making his efcape out of the caftle 
of Edinburgh; but he thanked them, and told 
them, he would not dil'own the gcod eaufe he had 
fo publicly eipoufed, but refolved to iuifer the ut- 
most. When the icntence of death was palled by 
the parliament on Saturday May 25th, he faid, 
" I had the honor to fet the crown upon the king's 
head, and now he haftens me to a better crown than 
his own." Then he was lent to the tolbooth. His 
excellent lady embracing him when he entered 
wept bitterly, faying, feveral times, u The Lord 
will require it." Not any in the room could re- 
frain from tears ; but the Marquis himielf was per- 
fectly compofed, and laid, " Forbear, forbear; tru- 
ly I pity them they know not what they are do- 
ing : they may ftrat me in where they pleafe, but 
they cannot fhut out God from me. For my part, 
I am as content to be here as in the caftle, and as 
content in the caftle as in the tower of London," 
(where he was firft put) " and as content there as 
when at liberty : and I hope to be as content upon 
the fcaffokl as any of them all." — He added, that 
he remembered a fcripture cited lately to him by an 
honeft minifter in the caftle, and endeavoured to put 
it in practice, when Ziglag was taken and burnt, 
and the peo'ple Tpoke of honing David, " He en- 
couraged himfelf in the Lord his God." All his 
ftiort time, till Monday, he ipent with the greateft 
ferenity and cheerfulnefs, and in the proper exer- 
oi'a dying ChriUian. He faid to lbine minif- 
ters, allowed to be with him in the priion, that 
ihprtlj! th Id envy him who was got before 

them.— And a Ided, " Mind what I tell you, my 
Ikill fails me, if you who are mihifters will not ei- 
ther fuffer much, or fin much : for though you go 
along with tl efc men in part, if you do it not in 
all things, you are but where you where, and fo muft 
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; and if you go not at all in with them, you 
inall bat fuffer." 

f lorour, hut he de- 

i ' it him to obferve, as he could not 

it the Lord had heard his prayers and 
rom him. And in-deed his 
fiends work was to refrrain and qualify his fervent 
longings after his diflblution, and not to fupport 
1 under the near views of it. The Lord was 
exceeding kind to him at thjs tl.ue: For upon Mori- 
/-morning, that day !.: e WI , S m 

the midftof company, and thronged with fubfcril 
ers relating to his ertate, he was fo overc: 
with a lingular mauifeibtion from God, that lie 
broke out in a rapture, and laid, " I thought to have 
£ on - Lord's goodaeis, but it will not do : 

1 am now ordering my affairs, and God is fealing 
my charter to a better inheritance, and juft now 
laying to me, Son, be if good cheer, thy fins, are for- 
riven thee." After he had retired fometime alone 
when he opened the door, Mr. Hatchcfon. one of 
theminifters that attended him, fai<$ to him, What 
cheer, my lord? he anfwered, L - Gooa cheer, Sir 
n coniiivied and faid to me 
fr0) «, be of go^i cheer, thy f. is arc />- 

& ve he ginned out in.al .• of 

tears oi joy, fo chat he retired to the windows, and 
pt there. Afterwards he faid in a perfeft ran- 
t! r «," I think his kindiiefs ov 

: : but God is good to me, and lets not 

of it here, for he knows I could net 

■ it ; get k and let us go." lint being 

that the town-elock was kept back, lb that the 

was nor yet come; h red, u They are 

far in the wrong ;" a kneeied down 

and prayed before ail prefent, in a mofc fweet and 

heavenlj r, to the refreihments of all that 

ut to the fcaH'oki, he faid, I 
c°t : «, but 1 choofe rather to die 
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as a chriftian. Come away, gentlemen, he that goes 
firft, goes cleanlieft."— When going clown, he 
called Mr. James Guthrie to him, and embracing 
him in the molt endearing way, took his farewell of 
him, Mr. Guthrie, at parting, addrcil'ed the Mar- 
cus, " My lord, God hath been with you, he 
is with you, and God will be with you ; and fuch 
is my refpeclfor your lordihip, that if I were not un- 
der die fentence of death myfelf, I could cheerfully 
die for your lordfnip." So they parted for a 
fhort feaibn, in two or three days to meet in a bet- 
ter place. 

The Marquis, in his fpeech on the fcaffold hath 
thele words, " God hath laid engagements upon 
Scotland ; we are tied by covenant to religion and 
reformation. Thofe that were thenunborn aire en- 
gaged to it, and it pa'fleth the power of any under 
heaven to abfolve a man from the oath of God." 

35. Mr, John Welih, ininilter of the gofpel at 
Ayr, whom Mr. Rutherford (in his preface to his 
furyey of Antinomianifm) calls that apoftolic hea- 
venly and prophetical man of God: and there tells 
lis, that he had it from thofe who were witneffes of 
his life, that of every twenty-four ho rs he gave 
nfually eight to prayer, and that he fpe;>t many 
:s in prayer to God, interceding for fuffering 
Protectants abroad, as well as for his mother-cl 
This holy man, when prifoner in the caftle of 
Blackflefs, and in the view of death (being con- 
demned to it for maintaining the liberties of this 
chwch, though afterwards the fentence was chang- 
ed into banifhtnent) in a letter to hisChrillian lady 
hath thefe words : 

" I long to eat of that tree which is planted in 
the midft of the paradife of God, and to drink of 
the pure river clear as cryftal that runs through 
the ilrcet of the New Jerusalem. I long to be re- 
frefned with the fouls of them that arc under the 
altar., who were (lain for the word of God, and 
the teftimony y held: and to have theft 
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long white robes given me, that I may walk in. 
white raiment with thefe glorious faints, who have 
wafhed their garments, and made them white in the 
blood of die Lamb. Why fhould I think u a 
Urange thing to be removed from this place, to that 
where my. hope, my joy, my crow.i, my elder 
Brother, my Head, my Father^ my comforter, and 
all the glorious faints, are and where the long of Mo- 
fes and the Lamb is fang joyfully ; where we mail 
not be compelled to fit by the rivers of Babylon, and 
hang up onr harps on the willow-trees, but ihall take 
them ip/ancl ling the new hallelujah, BLelnng,honor, 
glory, and power, to him that tits 1 pou the throne, 
and to the Lamb, for ever and ever? What is there 
under the old vav.lt of the heavens, and in this old- 
worn earth, which is groaning under the bondage of 
corruption, that mould make me defire to remain 
here ? I expect that new heaven and new earth, 
wherein righteoufnefs dwelleth, wherein I lhall reit 
for evermore. I look to get entry to the New Jerufa- 
lem at one of the twelve gates, whereupon are writ- 
ten the names of the twelve tribes of Ifrael. I know 
that Jeius Chriit hath prepared them for me. Why 
may i not then, with boldnefs in his blood, Rep into 
that glory, where my head and Lord hath gone be- 
fore me? jefus Chriitis the door and the porter; who 
then ihall hold me out. O thou faireit among the 
children of men, the delight of mankind, the light 
of the Gentiles, the glory of the jews, the life of the 
dead, the joy of angels and taints, my foul pan teth 
to be with thee. I refufe not to die with thee, that 
I may live with thee ; I refufe not to fuffer with 
thee, that I may rejoice with thee. O when lhall 
I be filled with his love ! Surely if a man knew how 
precious it is, he would count all things but drofs 
and dung to gain it. I long for that fcaftbld, or 
that ax, or that cord, that might be to me that lail 
ftep of this my wearifome journey, to go to thee, 
my Lord. Who am I, that he mould firlt have call- 
ed me, and then conftitute me a miniller of the glad 
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tidings ofthegofpel offalvation thefe mari5 years, 
and now laft of all to be a fufferer fdr th\ 
kingdom? Thefe two points. t Chrin 

head of the church : 2.1 Hie is free in her 

government in Chrirt; 

yea, as free as any kingdom .wen, not only 

to cortvocate, hold, and keep her mo id al- 

lies, but alfo to j\ dge of all johgft 

her members and fubje&s ; thele arc the can ie of 
our i' . I would be melt glad to-be offered 

up as a funnce for fo glorious a truth : but, alas ! 
I fear th.. id the abnfe of fo g! 

yasl has e fo nd .deprive me of fo fair a crown : 
Yet n 1 know, if he v 

and itrenj e init.it would be to me the moil 

glorious day, and gladeft' hour I ever law in my life; 
i, to do with me whatfqever 
afe hi a. 
This eminent faint fpent much of his time in the 
. of prayer and wr^fthng with God; was ad- 
imate nearnefs with him, and had 
- fecret things revealed to him from God. He 
ufed to fay. *' He wondered how a Chriftian could 
lie in bed all night, without riling to fpend fome of 
the night in prayer and pi'aife." 

In bis lalt illnefs he had a great wcaknefs in his 
5, caufed by his continual kneeling at prayer, 
fiefh thereof became infenfible, and hard like a 
■f horn : but when ih his weaknefs he was de- 
fired to remit fomewhat of his former painfulnefs, his 
r was, '' He had his life of God, and there- 
t liiould be fpent for him." During his fick- 
neis he was fo filed with the fenfible enjoyment of 
be was fometimes overheard in prayer to 
words ; kt Lord, hold thy hand, it is e- 
noi '■ thy fervantis a elay vefiel, and can hold no 
more." 

06. Mr. Chriftopher Loye, minifter of Lanrence- 
Jury in London, who was beheaded on Tower-hill, 
Angvdt22 ? 1651 . ( in time of Cromwell's ufurpationj 
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and for fufpccted plotting againft his government ; 
his words on the fcailbid were raoft pathetic and 
weighty. — "Although, laid he, there be but little 
between me and death; yet this bears up my heart, 
.there is bat little between me and heaven. It com- 
forted Dr. Taylor the martyr, when he was going to 
execution, that there were but two ftiles between him 
iind his Father's houfe: there is a lefTer way between 
me and my Father's houfe, but two fteps between me 
and glory. It is but lying down upon that block, 
and I mail afcend upon a throne. I am this day 
failing towards the ocean of eternity, through a 
rough paffage, to my haven of reft, through a red fea 
-to the promifed land. Methinks I hear God fay to 
me, as he did to Mofes, Go up to mount Nebo, and 
die there ; fo to me, Go up to Tower-hill, and die 
.their. Ifaac faid of himfelf, that he was old, and 
yet he knew not the day of his death: but I connot 
fay fo. I am young, and yet I know the day of my 
death; and I know the kind of my death, and the 
place of my death alfo. I am put to fuch a kind of 
'death, as two famous preachers of the gofpel were 
put to before me ; John the Baptiit, and Paul 
rhe apoftle, thy were both beheaded. I read alfb 
in Rev. xx. 4. The faints were beheaded for the -word 
of God, mid teflimony ofjefus. But herein is the dis- 
advantage which I lie under in the thoughts of ma- 
ny; they judge, that I fuffer not for the word of 
Go;!, or for confcience, but for meddling with {late, 
matters. To this I fliall briefly fay, that it is an 
old trick of Satan, to impute the caufc of God's peo- 
ples fulFerings, to be contrivements againft the date- 
when in truth, it is their religion and confcience they 
are perfecuted for. The rulers of Ifrael would have 
put Jeremiah to death upon a civil account, though 
indeed it was only the truth of his prophefy that 
made the rulers angry with him: and yet upon a 
civil account, they pretend he muft die, becaufe he 
fell away to the chaldeans, and would have brought 
in foreign forces to invade them. The fame thing 
R 
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is laid to my charge, of which I am as innocent as 
Jerimiah was. So Paul, though he did hut preach 
jefus Chriit, yet his enemies would have had him 
put to death, "under pretence that he was a mover of 
iedition. Upon a civil account, my life is pretended 
to be taken away; whereas it is, beeaufe I purine 
my covenant, and will not proftitute my principles 
and confeience to the ambition and lulls or men. I 
had rather die a covenant.keeper, than live a cove- 
nant breaker. Beloved, I am this day making a 
double exchange: I am changing a pulpit for a 
fcaflold, and a fcaft'old for a throne; and I might 
add athird, I am changeing the prefence of this nu- 
merous multitude on lower. hill, for the innumera- 
ble company of faints and angels in heaven, the holy 
hill of Zion; and I am changing a guard of foldiers 
for a guard of angels, which will receive me and 
carry me to Abraham's dofom. This fcafiold is the 
belt pulpit that ever i preached in ; in my church- 
pulpit, God through his grace made me an in lini- 
ment to bring others to heaven, "'but in this pulpit 
he will bring me to heaven." Afterwards he faid, 
„Thoughmy blood be not theblood of the nobles, yet 
it is Chrinian blood, miniiler's blood yea mote, it is 
alio innocent blood. I magnify the riches of God's 
mercy and grace towards me, that I who was bornin 
Wales, an obfeure country, andofobfeure parents, 
mould be Angled out to honorable fuffering. For 
the fir it fourteen years of my life I never heard a ier- 
mon preached ; yet in the fifteenth year of my life, 
it pleafed God to convert me. Bleiied be God, 
who not only made me a Ckriftian, but alio a mini- 
iter, judgeing me faithful and putting me into the 
miniitry, which is my glory. I had rather be a 
preacher in the pulpit then a prince upon a throne ; 
i had rather be an mfirument to bring fools to hea- 
ven, than that all nations Ihould bring tribute to me. 
formerly (faid he) I have been under a fpirit of 
bondage ; yea, fometimes I have had more fear in 
g out a tooth, than now I have for cutth 



yielded Man's- Co n ipanton. r 95 

my head. When fear was upon me, death was not 
near ; now death is near me, my fear is evan- 
ilhed. I am comforted in this, though men kilkme 
they cannot damn me; though they thruft me out 
he world, yet the cannot ihut me out of heaven. 
When I have med my Hood I expert the full decla- 
ration of the remiluon of fins through the blood of 
Jefus Chrift. I am going to my ioiig home, and 
ye to your fhort homes; but I fhall be at my home 
bsfore ye be at yours." He prayed, that feeing 
" he was called to do the work which he never did, 
he mi<dit have the fhrength which he never had." 

Dr. Wild, in his elegy, hath thefe lines. 

Meihinks I hear beheaded faints above 

Call to each other, Sirs, make room for Love. 

Who when he came to tread the faial fta^s, 

(Which prove'd his glory, and his en'rnjes nige) 

iiis blood n^'er run to's heart; Chrifl*! blood was there* 

Reviving it ; his own was all to fpare ; 

Which, illing in his cheeks, did feem to fay, 

Is this rhe blood yon thirft for? Tafe't I pray. 

Spectators in his looks fuch life did fee, 

That they appear'd more like to die than he. 

Light'njng, which fiird the air with Blazing li^ht, 

Did ferve for t nches at that difmal night •, 

In which, and all next day for many hours, 

:-r, g oan'd in thunder, and did weep in fhowers: 
N»rdo i wonder that God ihunder'd fo, 
VVhen's Boanerges murdered lay beiow. 

37. Mrs. Joyce Levis being condemned to be 
burnt for the Proteftant religion in 0; ry's 

reign, when fhe heard that. the writ for her execu- 
tion was come, fhe faid to her friends, " as for death, 
I fear it not; for when I behold the amiable counte- 
nance of Jefus Chrifl: my dear Saviour, the ugly 
face of death doth not much trouble me." 

?3. Bullinger of Zurich, in his ficknefs, faid to his 
friends, " If the Lord will make any further ufe of 
me and my miniftry in his church, 1 w ! i bey 

him; but i." he pleafe, (as I much defire) to take 
me out of this mliei able life, I fhall exc< re- 

joice, thafhe pleafech to take me out of this corn 
i» ~ x 
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and wretched age to go to my faviour Chrift. For 
(laid he) if Socrates was glad when his death ap- 
proached, becaufe he thought he mould go to Ho- 
mer, Hefidd, and other learned men, whom he ex- 
pected to meet with in the other world; how much 
more do I joy, who am fure that I Hull lee my fav- 
iour jeius Chrift, as alfo the Taints, patriarchs, 
prophets, apoftles, and all the holy men who have 
lived from the beginning of the world ? Now , when 
I am lure to fee them, and to partake of their joys, 
why mould I not willingly die, to enjoy their per- 
petual fociety and glory ?" 

29, Mr. Theodore Beza, a famous paftor in Ge- 
neva, when he apprehended the* approach of death, 
reviled his will; and fo ealing himielf of all worldly 
thoughts, wholly betook himielf to expect the time 
of his departure, which he had much longed for. 
He oft ul'ed the apoftles faying, " We are his work- 
manship, created in Chrift Jefus unto good works." 
And that of Agv.ftine, Domine qucd crfifti ferfice, 
ne in pgrtue naufragium accidat. "Lord, perfect that 
which thou haft begun, that I fuffer not fhipwreck in 
the haven." Aid that faying of Barnard ; Domine % 
fequemur te, per te, cdte. le qui averitas ; Pcrte r 
quia via: Adte, que a vita. ''Lord, we will follow 
thee, by thee, to thee. Thee, becaufe thou art the 
truth; by thee, becaufe thou art the way; to thee, 
becaufe thou art the hie," 

40. tbon o? SVittemberg, Luther's dear 
compani >n, faid "• That he much longed to be dif- 
folved; andthat for two reafons ; 1/?, That he 1 

the much defired preience and fight of Chnft, 
and of the heavenly church. 2<//y, That he might 
be freed from the cruel and implacable difcords of 
es." 

41. Mr. John Bradford, a minifter and martyr 
in Queen Mary's reign, when the keeper told him 
that the next day he was to be burnt in Smithfield, 
he put off his cap, arc! lifting up his eyes to heaven, 
laid, I thank God for it, it comes not now to mc ou 
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a fudden, but as a thing waited for every day and 
hour; the Lord make me worthy thereof." One 
: - , ring to interpofe for him, and defiring 

to know what hisrequeft: was, he (aid/, I have no 
requeit to make; if" the queen give me my life I 
will thank her; if me will baniih me I will thank 
her ; if ihe burn me I will thank her ; if lhe will con- 
demn me to perpetual imprifonment, I will thank 
her." 1 he Chancellor preffing him to do as others 
had oone, in hopes of the queen's mercy; he faid, 
y lord, I deiire mercy with God's mercy, that 
is, without doing or faying any thing againft God 
and hi;, tr ith. But mercy v id's wrath, God 

keep me from. God's mercy (added he) I deiire, 
ami alfo would be glad of the Oj:een's favour 
to live as a fubiecl without clog on concience : but 
rwife the Lord's mercy is better tome than life. 
Life in his difpleafure is ^ovix: than death, and death 
with his favour is true life." 

In h to Dr. Cranmer, Dr. Ridly, and Dr. 

:er, lie hath thefe words; " Our dear brother 
ith broken the ice valiantly. This day or 
to-morrow at the uttermoft, hearty Hooper, lincere 
I trufty Taylor, w hi end their courie, 
e their crown. The next am I, who hour- 
ly look for the porter to open me the gates after 
them, to enter into the deiired reft. God forgive me 
my ui Inefs for this exceeding great mercy. 

tly, (Jur I have been a great hyp- 
ocrite, unthankful, <sc. the Lord pardon me, yea, 
he l\d: . . lie hath done it indeed) yet what evil 

Chrift, whom the prelates perfecute, 
his truth which they hate in me, hath done no evil, 
jj death. O what am I, Lord, that thou 
I t thus magnify me? Is it thy wont, to lend 
for luch a wretched hypocrite in a herv chariot, as 
thou idforElias?" 

In one of his meditations, after confefling of fin, 
he, " O what now may we do ! defpair? no, 
tiou art God ; and therefore good; thou art 
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ill, and therefore tl ivettfin: with 

there is mercy and | and therefore thou 

art worfnipped. W am finned, thou j 

him mercy before he defired it; and wilt thou deny 
c] , who now defire the fame; Adam e-xcui- 
i-\ his fault, and accufed thee : but we accufe our- 

d.lhall we be fent empty 
? How often 'in the wildernefs didil thou (pare 
, and deter thy plagues at the requett of Iviof- 
es, when the people themfelves made no petition to 
thee? Novy we do p.oc only make 01 r petitions to 
, but alfo have a Mediator, far above MolYs, to 
appear for us, even Jefus Chrift thine own Son;, 
and mall we (('car Lord) depart afhamed? — O 
merciful Lord, for thine own glory filter not the 
v of thy Son Chrift, the Romifh Antichrift, 
wrefichedly to delude and draw from thee oi r 
poor brethren, for whom thy dear Son once died, 
c.e. Suffer him not to feduce the finiple fort with 
his fond opinion, that his falfe gods, his blind, 
mumbling, feigned religion, or his foolifh fuperfti- 
t on, doth give him fuch conquers, fuch victories, 
and fuch triumphs over us. But, () Lord, this is 
thy righteous judgment, to puniili us with the ty- 
rannical yoke of blihdnefs, becaufe we have call a 
way from us the fweet yoke of the wholefome words 
pf thy Son cur Saviour." 

In his letter to Mrs. Anne Warcup, he faith, 
My ftjfff ffandeth at the door. I look continually 
for tl e fheriff to come for me; and I bjefs God I 
am ready for him. — Now go I to practife that 
which I have preached. — Now I am climing up 
the hill; it will caufe me puff and blow before 1 
come to the elixir*. The hill is ftc-ep and high, my 
breath is ihert, and my ftrength is feeble. Pray 
therefore to the Lord for me, that, as I have now 
through his goodnefs even almoft come to the top, 
i in ij by his grace be flxengthened, not to reft till J 
come where 1 ihould be."' 
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He was Angular for humility and felf-abafement, 

a molt eminent faint. He fubfcribed fomp 

his letters, the molt miserable hard hearted un- 

i pinner, John Bradford. A very painted 

hypocrite, John Bradford. Miferrimus peccator. 

The finful John Bradford. 

42. Mr. Edward Deering, a little before his 
death, fa\! to his friends, " As for my death, Iblefs 
God I feel and find lb miich inward joy, and com- 
fort to my foul, that, if I were put to my choice, 
whether I would die or live, I would a thoufand 
times rather choofe death than life, if it may ftand 
with the holy will of God." 

43. Mr. Robert Rollock, when a-dying, prayed 
Lorj, 1 have hitherto feen but darkly in the olais 
of thy wort!; now grant that I may enjoy the eternal 
fruition of thy countenance, which I have fo much 
1!. tired and longed for. Hafte, Lord, and do not 
tarry; Iain weary both of nights and days; come, 
Lord Jfefus, that I may come to thee. Break thefe 
eye-ftrings, and g ivc me others : I defire to be dif- 
folyed, and to be with thee; hafte, Lord Jefus, and 
defer no longer. Go forth, my weak life, and let a 
better fucceed. O Lord Jefus, thruft thy hand into ' 
my body, and take my foul to thyfelf. Q my fweet 
Lord, let this foul of mine free, that it may enjoy 
her hulband." 

44. Galeacious Carraccioins, maromis of Vico, 
when a- dying, took leave of his wife, and all his 
Ghriitian friends, telling them, he would lead them 
the way to heaven. And he cried to Jcfus Chrift 
that " As he had fought him all his life, fo now he' 
world receive and acknowledge him as his own." 

45. The famous Lord Dupleflisin France, when 
a-dying, was mnch concerned for the (lurch of God 
in diftrefs, praying earneftly for her deliverance. Ke 
particularly blefled fuch of his grandchildren as were 
following the ftudies of learning, faying, that he was 

Li ed they thould be blelfed v. ith the bleflings both 
of heaven above, and of the earth beneath." When 
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a minifter fpoke of the fervice be had clone the 
church by his writings he faid, " Alas, what vs 
there of mine in that \ I y not, that it was I, 

but God by me." Then, lifting up his hands aba 
his head, he cried three times, Mercy, mercy, mer- 
cy. Adding, " that he did it, to ihew that it was 
the alone mercy of God to which he had recourie." 

And declared, that his faith was altogether 

founded upon the goodnefs of God in Jefus Chrill, 
who by the Father had been made unto him, as to 
all others that believe in him, wifdom, righteoufnefs, 
fan&ification, and redemption. — " Away (laid he) 
with all merit ; I call for nothing but mercy, free 
.vy." When one was blefiing God for giving 
him i'uch peace and comfort at his end, he faid, 1 
feel, I feel what I fpeak. As to his faith of the 
truths of God, he faid, " He was entirely perfuaded 
thereof, by the demonftration of God's holy Spirit, 
which was more powerful, more clear, and more 
certain than all' the demonftrasions of Euclid." 
When fecretiy praying, he was overheard faying in 
broken fentences, " I fly, I fly to heaven. Let the 
angels carry me to the bofom of my Saviour." Af- 
terwards, he faid, '* I know that my Redeemer liv- 
eth,and I lhall fee him with thefe eyes, flifce cculis-" 
which words he repeated four or five times. 

46. Jerome of Prague, when he was fattened to 
the ftake, and the executioner began to kindle the 
fire behind him, he bade him kindle it before his 
face. u For (faid he) if I had been afraid of it, I 
had not come to this place, havino - had i'o many op- 
portunities offered me to efcaj e it." 

47. Mr. Hooker, a miniiter in New England, 
wh< at his bed-fide, when 
he lay a-dying, faid to him, Sir, you are going to 
receive the of all your labours, he replied, 
" Brother, I am going to receive mercy." 

48. Mr. Heron, another mtnifter there, when dy- 
ing, and ily of many fmall children • 

poor wife fell a-weenine - . and laid. Ala.< ' ^ u .*■ 
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wiU become of all thefe children ? He prefently and 
pleafantly replied, " Never fear ; he that feeds the 
young ravens, will not ftarve the young Herons." 
And indeed it came to pafs accordingly. It was 
an ancient obfervation concerning the Knglifh mar- 
tyrs under the bloody Marian perfecution, " That 
none of them went more joyfully to the ftake, than 
thofe who had the greateil families to commit unto 
the Lord. 

49. Chryfoftom, whom the emprefs Endoxa^ (an 
Arian) fent a threatening menage to him, he laid, 
"Go tell her, Nil niftpeccatum timeo, I fear nothing 
but (in." When he was fentenced to banifhment, 
he faid, None of thefe things trouble me : for I faid 
before within myfelf, if the emprefs will, let her 
banilh me ; the earth is the Lord's, and the fullnefs 
thereof. If me will, let her faw me afunder; Ifaiah 
was i'o ufed: If ihe will, let her car\ me into the fea, 
1 will remember Jonah: If ihe will, let her cart me 
into a burning fiery furnace, or to the wild beahs, 
the three children and Daniel were fo ferved : If Ihe 
will. let her hone me, or cut oft" my head : I have 
St. Stephen and the Baptift for my companions. If 
Ihe will, let her take away ail my fubftance ; Naked 
came I out of my mother's womb, and naked ffaall I 
return thither again." But I mult break off, for 
time would fail me to enumerate the many inftances* 
of the faith, love, patience, hope, courage and con- 
ftancy of the faints and martyrs of Jefus,when in the 
view of death. Some have told the perfecutors, 
44 That they might pull their hearts out of their bo- 
dies, but they could never pluck the truth out of their 
hearts.'"' Others have laid, " That if every hair of 
their heads were men they mould all fuller death 
for Chrift and his truths. — Oh (faid one of them) 
can 1 die but once for Chrift?" 

To conclude ; let thefe examples prompt us to 

race from God, and make it our earneft ifucly 

to imitate and follow inch a clou d of witneffes, that. 

we may die martyrs in reiblution, our graces may be 
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moft lively at the laft, our evening fun may flune 
eft, and we may go oil" the ftage glorifying 
God, and leaving a fwcet favour behind us, as thefe 
famous worthier, whofe praife is in the churches, 
have done before its. 

Direct. VII. Let dying ferfons be much in prayer 
and ejac to God. 

PRAYER is the native breath of renewed fouls ; 
it is asneceiTary to their fpiritual life, as breath 
is to the natural life, Lam. hi. 56. " Hide not thine 
ear at my breathing." The firft thing a child of 
God doth, when he is new-born, is to breathe by 
prayer. Acts ix. it. u Behold he praycth." And 
it is alfo his laft work in the world to pray, Acls 
vii. 59, 60. " And they honed Stephen, calling up- 
on God, and faying, Lord Jcfus receive my fpirit. 
And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, 
Lord, lay not this Gn to their charge. And when 
he had faid this, he fell aileep." A dying Chriftian 
hath many to pray for ; he is to pray for the church 
of God, for his friends and relations, and alfo for his 
enemies, as Stephen did, of which I fpake before. 
But especially he rauft pray for hitnfelf, that fin may 
be forgiven, and that he may have fare conduct 
through the ft irk v:dlcy. I have heard of fome 
that have been found dead upon their knees; a no- 
ble pofture to die in ! How agreea'oU is it, to enter 
praying into the land of praife? So did Stephen, 
yea, lb did bur bieiled Saviour hirnfel?; " Lather, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do. Fa- 
ther, into thy hands I commend my fpirit." The laft 
words that holy LJjher uttered were, lt But,Lord,in 
foecial forgive my fins of omifion." Lord (faid 
dying 13eza) perfect that which thou haft begun; that 

r not ihipwreck in ti:e haven." I rem 
to have read of an old minifter, when he fc 
approaching, he laid, 4t I defire to die life the poor 
to the crucified Jefus foj . J a , a 

nothing, I have nothing, I can do nothing, e: 
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what is unworthy. My eye, and hope, and faith, is 

toChrillon his crofs. I bring an unwordiinefs like 
that of the poor dying thief unto him, and have no 
more to plead than thee. Like the poor thief crucified 
with him, I am waiting to be received by the infinite 
grace of my Lord, inio his kingdom." Let us in 
like manner die, crying to a crucified Jefus for mer- 
cy. Lord, remember me, now thou arc in thy king- 
dom. 

O dying Chriftians, remember the time of prayer 
is near an end ; after death there will be no more oc- 
calion for prayer. O then beg that the fpirit of 
prayer may be fo poured down upon you at this 
time, that you may be enabled to pour out your heart 
before God, both for yourfelf and others. O how 
,earne(ily mould yon pray then, when you are caking 
yoi r leave of prayer ! Mind the example which your 
Redeemer gave you ; it was before his death that 
he offered up prayers and fupplications with ftrong- 
.crying and tears unto God. I acknowledge fick and 
dying perfons are frepuently out of cafe for making 
prayers of any great length or continuance (which 
confideration fhouklexcite us to the greater diligence 
in prayer in the time of our health) and therefore 
they ought to be the more frequent and fervent, in 
ihort and fuitable ejaculations and petitions to God ? 
as their exigencies do require. 



fbome meditations and ejaculations proper for fick and 
dying perfons , and efpecialiy for a dying believer. 

OLord, thou art the God of my life, and haft 
the keys of death in thy hand. Thou halt 
meafured the length of my life, and appointed the 
hour of my death. The number of my months and 
days is with thee 1 , and thou haft appointed the bounds 
over which I cannot pals. 

What is my life but a vapour, that appeareth for 
a little time, and then vanilheth away ? At the long- 
eil how fhort is it ! and at the ftrongelt, how weak ! 
" What man is it that liveth here ? and mall not fee 
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death? When a" few clays arc come, I will go the 
way whence I mall not return." God hath d< 
it, fin hath delerved it, my frailty demonftrates it, 
death's harbengers proclaim it, and I nauft expefl; it. 

There is no difcharge in this war, no exemption 
from death's llroke. Death's meuengers are come 
to warn me, that my laft day and laft hour draw etlj 
nigh. The found of their matter's feet is behind 
them. This clay-houfe muft be diffblvcd, my fo J 
diflodged,and my place here mall know me, no more ; 
I will be quickly as water fpilt on the ground, that 
cannot be gathered up again. 

O that I may be fnitably exercifed in ray prefent 
weak and dying condition ! When my flelli faileth, 
and my heart fainteth within me, O that God may 
be the llrength of my heart, and portion forever ! 
\V hen the keepers of the houfe do tremble, let God 
watch over it, and be the keeper of my foul ! Vv Ueo 
the grinders do ceafe, becanfe they are few, let my 
foul be fed with manna from heaven. When the 
daughters of mufic are brought low, let my Ibid be 
difpefed for hearing the fong of Mofes and the Lamb, 
in the temple above. When thefe that look out at 
the windows are darkened, let the eyes of my foul 
be enlightened to behold, with the dying martyr 
Stephen, the heavens opened, and the glorious Jems 
ftanding on the right hand of God, making intercef- 
f:on for me, and ready to receive me. Let my hope 
and defire ; ook out at the windows, and fay, "Why 
is his chariot fo long a coming? and why tarry the 
wheels of his chariot? Makehafte, my beloved, and 
be thou like a roe or a young hart on the. mountains 
of Be her." 

O that I may obferve the afflicting hand of God in 
my prefent ficknefs! Surely affliction cometh not out 
of the duft, nor doth trouble fpring out of the ground. 
O Lord, rebuke me not in thy indignation, norchaf- 
ten me in thy hot difpleafure. Have mercy on me, 
O Lord, for I am weak ; and heal me, for my bones 
are vexed' When thou with rebukes doth correct 
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man For iniquity, thou makeft his beauty to con- 

i'unie away like a moth : Surely every man s vanity. 

The forrows of my 'e enlarged, C 

out of my diftrefles. Look upon my af 

pain, and forgi •? all my fin. I lo< 

my gre.it High PrielL, who is torched with thp icci- 

ing of my infirmities. Ma engthit it. hi,-;. 

O that when I am aiHi&ed, I may not defjbife the 
charteningof the Lord, nor faint when I am rebuk- 
jed of him ! Lee me hear the rod, znd him thai hath 
appointed it. Let me kifs the rod, and accept < 
punifhment of mine iniquity. O that in my affliction 
I may be helped to humble my felf greatly before ihe 
God of my fathers, and jmake a true and penitent 
confellion of my lins ! 

Oh ! what mall I fay to thee, O thou preferver of 
? I will fay, Lord, be merciful to me; heal my 
foul, for I have finr.ed againft thee. I acknowledge 
that through an evil heart of unbelief, I have many 
a time departed away from the living God. O how 
vainly and fcoliihly have I lived in the world] How 
Iaviih of my precious time ! How unmindful of my 
latter end ! How carelefs of my immortal foul ! 
How little in preparation for eternity ! Oh, my own 
heart condemns me, my fins teftify againft me ; and 
thou who knoweft them bitter than I do r:- 'elf. to- 
gether with their feveral aggravations, mighteft jufi- 
ly condemn me too. But my comfort is, that with 
.thee the Lord there is mercy, that thou mayeft be 
feared; and with thy Son there is plenteous re- 
demption ; wherefore, for his fake, be pleafed to for- 
give me all my paft tranigrelhons, whether in tho't, 
word, or deed, thole I remember, and thofe I have 
forgotten, and let them neither be charged on me to 
my jhame and confufion in this world, nor to my 
everlafting ruin in that which is to come. Lord, 
forgive the follies of my childhood, the extravagan- 
cies of my youth, and all the iniquities of my riper 
years. 

S 
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Oh! I an rd with fin, and d: 

before Go. ■ 

When Ada n 1< ' ,;olli " 

nefs lummoas 

of oif ' apF e arii 

fore Gociv Lit in the garment 

■Son my elder I - n have boldi < 

enter into the holieil of all, but by the bloc! i 
ius. O enable me to whatfoever duties I 

have performed, or graces I have t - and to 

rely on a crucified Chr for parti 

Though thou I e, let me die truiting in and 

cleaving to a en,: us. 

Now the powers ' will feck to rai 

tempeft to ihipwreck th ! ul, when it 

would enter into the eternal haven : O that like the 
wife mariner, when the ftorm approacheth, 1 may 
endeavor^ to feci re the yetfel with the anchors of 
faith and hope fattened on the Rock Chrift. 

O that, when the time of combat wil • ene- 

my cometh, 1 may above all rake the fheld oi 
whereby I may be flickered from thefti 
and may quench the fiery uarts of the wicked or. 
O that t 3j' holts, the Captain of my fa 

tion,may he with me in my lah conflict, 
- i;e>r> me'to put on the whole armour of God, am! 
give me {kill to ufe it, that I may be able to ft 
in the evil C^y ! Teach my hands ro war, and 
fingers to fight, that through thee I may do vali 
ly, and tread down all my enemies. O that i 
I may fmi!h my courfe, and fight the good 
-of faith, that at death I may receive -the crow i 
jrighteoufnefs, which the righteous judge will 
to all that love his appearing. O that my faith may 
ripen into a full affurance, that I may go off the hage 
with jov, and an abundant entrance may be adminif- 
tercd unto me into the kingdom of my Lord ana 
Saviour Jefus Chrifti 

O that the night of my death may fliine bright 
jvith the fparkling ftars of heavenly graces! Lofj 
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increase my faith ! let the pilgri 

o it of my hand till I come to ruey'* 

end. Oh nil all in my an 

i before : , that I may 

>w let thy fervant depart in peace; for m'y ei es 
have feen thy fal.vation," Ivindle the fire of heaven- 
ly iovc in my foul, and give me a tafte of heavenly 
joys. O for one beam of thy light, to baiiiih away 
ail my doubts and fears! Lord, let in fomething of 
heaven to my foul, before itfelf go i en. 

Lord, take me not out of thou haft 

fitted me for a better. May I be fktj 
: I leave the earth, and finifls my woj 

courfe ! Make me ready to meet thee at 
thy coming, that fo thy coming may not be flic mat- 
ter of my terror, but the matter 6 
and joyful expectations. O that I may be in a 
ing frame for that bleiied time, \yhen he wild come, 
and put a period to all my (ins, forrows, troi 
s here; and when I mall excJ 
ray prefent being in the body, for an everlaiti 
ing with the Lord ! Lord, I 

hope, that ib neither th . :b oi" life, the pain 

nh, nor apprehensions . ; future Hate, 

may make me unwilling to die. Is . 
af'cended, and ; :e me to prepare .> 

me ; why then mould I be flothful to ^o ii 
fefs the go >cl I 

idercy hath filled up ; fe, and brought me 

Hear to the end of it ; O let it i 

; 
to nie, and I am t - farewell of 

the .n all. Now on 
thy lo\ 

foul. O remember upojji 

i 
. 

( d, O 

S 2 
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flecp in Jcfus. L< 

foul to thee, and thy hand 

ing ; and ; lh reft in 

im who is the refurrco 
cioii Chrift. 

Love and praife is the exercife of feints for e 
may i be acquainted with it here ! O fhall I not 
and praife him, who hath forgiven ail my ini- 
quities, healed all my uifeafes, redeemed my life 
from deftru&ion, and crowned me with loving-kind- 
nefs and tender mercies? He hath caufed gcodnefs 
and mercy fellow me all the days of my life ; and 
foall I not follow him with praifes at the end of it ? 

Now the time of my departure is at hand , and 
the lamp of life is ready to be extinguished. O that 
die in faith, feat whether the lamp go out of 
its own accord, or by fomfi fudden blaft, it may be 
lighted acrain by the Immortal beams of the Sun of 
righteoufnefs ! And though I be overtaken with 
the flecp of death, and lie down in the bed of the 
grave : yet mall I awake again in the morning of 
the refnrrecYion, that morning which mail never be 
fucceeded by an evening ; when I mall behold thy 
face in righteoufnefs, and be eternally lathf.ed with 
thy likenefs. 

Now I am going the way of all the earth, ready 
to hit \ where I mall be fixed 

ition. Grant me, Lord, the 
on, and | 
y name, 
my n - rs to the latt moment of . 

terrors, O fupport me in my I 

ties and laft agonies^ O mercifully mitig; 

, and lc ; (Tage be eafy, a 

lafe. Stand by me in my dying moment , 
cour my foul h n all it.'; d 

nong the i 
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U a 
hair o itliout 

. iJ into 
the grave without c. 
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:r, that i i 

;, -• d 
have : red to 

give :-.. .; i j> to thee i 
thou ! 

ike ; but giveft 
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lid 1 Idling 

i 

■ 

i have met with i 

rs in their journeys, 
come near to their own cow 
ytitl fhall dot I, a . im, th it hath 

. 
( con • 
eteival habitation,-; 

is do fome women endure 
the r. bearing, being fupported with the 

hopes of a child's being born in tiie world? And 
r.hat is the jpy of a man child Icing brought into 
this finful and miferable world, to the joy of a fancti- 
foulV being brought out of it into heaven for 
ever'? I^is pkafant when the hard winter g 
over, f the fpring, the finging of 

kail not I rejoice when iick- 
forernnners of death do tell me, that the 
r of ray darknefs and trouble is paft, and the 
eterr.sl light and joys is at hand ? 
Whqfctl Jatli he the king of terrors? i 

glorious ( l;h g of comforts? Have not I 

met a effed king : and why ihould 

h are other ? O let my lirergth 
and fuppoCt at rids time come from Chrift, my co- 
mted redeemer. 
O Lord, (if.'. -er my foul from death, mine eyes 
from tears and my feet from failing ! O bring me 
fet'my feet upon a rock, and 
im my goings, and put a new long in my 
to our God I 
, .>.•■•*: down I'o cheerfully into Egypt, 
- God had faid unto him, " fear not to go 
i ; for I will go down with thee, and I will 
bring thee c.p again," why mould a believer fear to 
go down to the grave, when God h ith undertal en 

ill up 
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v may be turned into duft, but God is 
in covenant with his daft and will not fuller the leait 
le of it to be loft. 

• not the righteous take away from the evil 
to coqie ? Do they not reft in their beds, and enter 
r hy then mould I grudge at dying? 
Lord is to bring heavy wrath and judg- 
>n a land, he frequently houfeth many 
pie in heaven before hand: and how hap- 
py are thefe that win the boufe before the f weeping 
r doth fall. A believer needeth not to 
loo'; for any fettled fair weather in this world: it 
will be liotning but one mower up, and anoth :r 
.. till he be houfed in heaven, O why then 
Id I linger in this wiklernefs J 
How highly dignified is the believer, in being 
»d, and a joint heir with his own 
Son JefusChrift! to that Chriftand the believer do, 
, divide heaven betwixt them; they have 
Father-, dwell in the fame houfe, lit at the 
I able, reign on the fame throne, and partake of 
. O what honour is this, which is 
put upon a worm of the earth ! It is indeed but lit- 
tle that the young heir enjoys of the inheritance 
orld ; no more than will fe'rve to 

en, where he mall get all, forget 
his preient iiraits, and remembtfn his poverty no 
i ihouldnotl, like ayoung heir 
Icing and longing for the expiring of my mi- 
nority, when l (hall arrive at ripe aige, and enter up- 
full poflellion of the inheritance! O that I 
could faith and hope, thefe two faithful 

fpies, D thepromifed laud, or at leait to vifk 

the borders of my eider brother's country ! what an 
i .- would they bring back ! My 

glorio is Lord is gone, lie hath left the earth, and 
d into 1 ; my brethren and Iriends 

I i'ed there alfo. How great 

is the - twixt my State and thelr's 1 I am 

ug ovx n 
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God's pfaife ; I am in d Gotl '» 

but they arc in light, and fee him face to face. Q 
my Lord, mall I V. •• I, when t] 

Shoi Id I be fat wander in the 

diftant i'roin m . 

triumphing above, dividing the I will 

look irill after them wit eye, and cry 

O LerJ, how long? I i - now in h 

rejoice in the foreth <7 mi- 

nority ihall he expired, my p e iiniihtd, my 

banishment over, that I may get home to my coun- 
try and friends above. 

What though my days be dark and gloomy now, 
my winter be iharp and ftonny ? why, it is but ihort, 
and near overj the eternal fummer. approacheth^ 
the long day, the high fun, and the fair garden of 
my weii-beloved, above thcie v avens, will 

quickly make amends tor all. Let me get up by 
faith, and vifit the the new land, view the fair 
and behold the white throne, and the Lamb thai fits 
thereon, that I may rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God. 

Shall many of the heirs of wrath go tinging and 
rejoicing to hell; and will a 
big and furrowing to hea 

by my behaviour on ad ; - 1 ' re- 

port upon • '■ which he 

hath purely 

Have i fuch grc; les left me, 

and (hall i not.liNe an on them in the time 

of my need ? Shall I not trufl the word i 
is faithful and tree? H; 
thou paffeft through die waters, I wil 
a d throi gh the rivers, they 

li thou walkeit thr< . tho i (halt not 

tell of 
n thelf 
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U >wed a great calm. My Redeemer's compaf- 
continue ; his bowels are not ftiut up thi 
more than in the daysofJiis flefh. " Jefcs Chriit is 
the fame to day, yeftetfday, and forever." 

All! I haye too hide iriprovca my acquaintance 
with precious Chriit in the clay of my life] how 
ready am I to rmlken and miitake him, when he 
changeth his difpofitions towards me! Though I 
have been long at Ckrift's fchool, what finall profic- 
iency have I made in the work and myftery of faith } 
How little have I learned to believe in the dark, 
and to drop an anchor at midnight upon the rock 
of ages, and to look out for the dawning of the day ? 

Surely the day fhall break, and the lhadows ftee 
away: my King cometh, my well-beloved- is on his 
way; he hath fent his letter before him to warn me 
of it, faying, '* Behold I come quickly.*' O that 
like the cold and wearied night-watch, I may be 
looking out for the appearing of the morning-liar, 
and the breaking of the eaitern Iky ; and may be 
f till crying, " Even lb come Lord Jefus, come 

Thou haft faid, " Light is fown for the righteous, 
and gladnefs for the upright in heart." Surely 
God's iced Ihall not lie always beneath the clods; 
me is at hand, when it lhall fpring; and joyful 
the crop be at ieih O that, like David in af- 
fliction, I would encourage my felf in the Lord my 
God. . " The Lord liveth, Welled be my 

" why mould I droop while my Lord fiveth, 
and my rock llandeth? My hopes may die, my coni- 
;.r. r die, my gifts die, my riches die, my re- 
s die, and my body die : bat good news, 
■ Lord liveth, blcu'ed be my rock!" The 
les had a melancholy tune while Chriit was 
lying in the grave; but that lad time is 
fen, and will die no more. Nay, 
he hath proclaimed it for my comfort, faying, 
r not, I am , and the laft- lam he 

id: and behold I am alive 
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fore vermore, amen ; and have the keys of hell afta 
death." 

When my foul is caft down within me, let me re- 
member God from the land of Jordan, and the hill 
Mizar : that 1 may reafon myfelf out of all my fears 
and difebnragemehts ; for yet 4l the Lord will com- 
mand his loving kindnefs in the day time, and in the 
night his fbng mall be with me. and my prayer to 
the God of my life." 

" Why then art thou caft down, O my foul, and 
why art thou mTquieted within me? hope thou in 
God, for I lhall yet praife him, who is the health of 
my countenance, and my God." 

Now, when death is at hand, let not my Saviour be 
far off. He who remembered the dying thief and 
(poke comfortably to him, let him now remember 
me when he is feated in his kingdom; and fey to my 
foul, " This day thou (halt be with me in paradife," 
When it is abfent from the body, let it be prefent 
with the Lord. Let the angels now be ready to do 
their office, to carry my departing foul into Abra- 
ham's bofbm. Let me now depart, that I rn 
with Chrift; yea, be for ever with the Lord, that I 
may fee his face. Let me dwell there, where they 
have no night, need no candle, nor light of the fun 
forever; where God (hall wipe away all tears 
their eyes, and there fliall be no more death, n< 
forrow nor crying; 

- 

i Father, into thy hands I commit my fpirit. 
the hands of him who hath redeemed it, let it be pre- 
ferred to thee without fpot or wrinkle, or an] 

thing. 



An addition to fomefurlh Mr for any 

Jick t rjb : \i the vh w cj d 
f- 1 ^HE Lord is pleafed fometimes to caft men 
J|^ down on bed.-, ui . 

betwixt the world and them, that 
take a view of their by part life, 
Now is it time i'oi- me to look into my foul, a:. 
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amine my ftate. Oh, how m; op, 

when they tl ake 

a fonnoi 
dece :s fomethu 

Some come the lei gth as to fhed tears, as Efau 

4'ulj prol'efs fair, ht for the Lord, as Saul 

I; wilh for the end of th< righteous, as 

Balaam did: defire God's people to pray for them, 

as 1 walk foftly-, and 

Hio tents, as Ahab did; joy in 

gofpel ordinances, and reform in many tilings, as 

prophefy and fpeak well of Chnd, as 

Caia; has an. tid ; be convinced and tremble 

at hearing a termon, as Felix did; yea, taPce the 

good worn of God, and the powers of the world to 

come, as epoftates have done : and yet for all thefe 

attainments, remain ftfangers to the faxing; work of 

: on the hi 

O that the confideration of hypocrites attainments 
might aia?m me out of my fecurity, and make me 
till I find the diftinguiming marks of true 
; ulcere faith in my foul ! O that I could 
lay, there is a principle in me, that will no: fuller me 
to build 011 any foundation in the world but Chriit 
and e£s; that makes me content with 

Chrift, N\,ih all hisoffices, with all his precepts, and 
with his very crofs for his fake! Doth the love of 
Chriit keep me back from fin, more than the law, or 
fear of hell? Have I aimed at God's honour in all 
my aclians, civil, natural, and religious? Am I hum- 
bled, and^enied to mine own will, wit, credit, eafe 
and honour, and to all the enjoyments of the world? 

1 I acquainted with the throne of grace, and de- 
lirous to keep up a conilant correfponden.ee with it? 
O let me not reff till i preceive thefe things in my 
foul which accompany falvation. 

O how comfortable would it be to me now, if I 
could fay with good Hezekiah in his ficknefs, " Re. 
jnember now, O Lord, how I have walked before 
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thee in truth, and with a perfect heart, and have 
done that which is good in ht r" O I 

could pray, and lay, with Jeiusmy Saviour, when 
in the view of death, lt Father, Iha\ e d thee 

on die earth ; I have finiihed the work which thou 
gaveft me to do : and no\v,0 Father, glorify thou 
ine with thine own felf, with the glory which thou 
had ft ordained for me before the world was J" 

Alas, Lord, I mull eonfefs, my iniquities hare 
gone up above mine head; my miflpent time, my 
unfruitfulnefs under the means of grace, and water- 
ings of ordinances, may cav.i'e me to cry out, Who is 
me for the leannefs of my foul, and barrennefs of m 
heart! I have been an empty vine, bringirfg 
fruit only to myfelf, I have hid my Lord's money, 
.und therefore deferve the doom of the wicked and 
flothful fervant. But my relief is in my Surety's 
righteoufneis. BleiFed be the Lord, who hath fent 
Ids Son to blefs thofe who by nature he under the 
curfe, and to intercede for thofe that cannot 
for themfelves. O how fuitable is he to rny foul's 
cafe ! I have indeed a multitude of iins, but hehath 
a multitude of tender mercies ; I have deep and 
heinous guilt, but he hath a deep fountain for walh- 
ingit out; I am fold under iin, but hehath a ranfoin 
to bay me back again; my lore is broad, but his 
pJaifter is anfwerable; my wound is great, but his 
balm is excellent. Surely it is my wifdom to go to 
Chrift with all my grievances, and always to lie and 
cry at my Redeemer's door. 

O that now, when the fun of my life is fitting, the 
blefled Sun of righteoufhefs may arife and ftrine up. 
on my foul ! Goodnefs and mercy hath followed 
me while I lived ; O that Chrift and glory may meet 
me when I die! I muft acknowledge thy goodnefs; 
were this the laft hour I had to live, and this thelaft 
word Ihad to fpeakin the world, I behoved to fay, 
Lcrd thou haft been a merciful and gracious God to' 
me ; my whole life hath been a continued tract of 
mercy; Lord, crown the end of it with mercy alio 
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Surely the fea is no: i'o full of water, nor the fun Co' 
full of light, as thou art full of grace and mercy. 
O let not my fur. (top the current of thy t< 

es at this time. Lord, drown all my fi is 
the fea of CJtunft's blood, that my foul may not be 
funk by them in the ocean of divine wrath. Lord 

. embrace my perilhing foul in thy arms: let 

rofs be my fecurity, ami thy wounds my refuge. 

O t 1 beared; the young ravens which. cry 

be not ii'eut to me at this time, lest if thou be illent 

ike to them that go down to the pic. 

Lord, I am now called to the work I never did ; 

give me the llrength I never had. Surely it is au 

important matter to die, and my eternal flate de- 

pendeth upon dying aright. What I do amifs in 

my life one day, I mult amend it is the next: but 

not fo here, I can die but once ; if I mar tins piece 

of work I cannot come back to mend it again ; if J 

forgee any thing neceflary for my journey, I cannot 

return to fetch it. Oh, a wrong ftep in going out 

of this life is highly dangerous. In one reipect it is 

like the fin againil the Holy Ghoft, and can never be 

en : for I cannot come back to mourn for it. 
Of all the bufinefs I ever undertook, I have moft 

to take care of my dying. 
Oh, is death coming to take down this earthly 
tabernacle, and to put the one half of me in the dark 
grave, and the other half of me in heaven or in hell; 
and mail I give lleep to mine eyes, or {lumber to 
nunc eye-lids, till I find myfelf in that cafe, that I 
dare look death in the face, and dare hazard my foul 
upon eternity? 

O to have right imprelnons of the certainty of 
death, and the uncertainty of life? What is my life 
but a vapour, a fand glafs of fixty or feventy years, 
which will loon run out. Eternity and a judgment 
feat are now hard upon me. The blaft of the laft 

>et is at hand. There will merely be a procla- 
mation by one Handing in the clouds, that time mall 
be no more. — The world looks big in men's eyes in 
T 
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time of health : but when the eye-ftrings break, the 
breath turns cold, and the imprifoned foul looks 
put at the windows of the clay-houfe, ready to leap 
out into eternity, can the world give any fatisfaction? 
No, no : a lamp full of oil will be valued then more 
than a houfe full of gold. The fined: things on 
earth will then appear nothing but a piece of paint- 
ed dull, and gilded clay. How gladly would the 
greateft worldling then, give all his gold and iilvcr 
riches and honors, for one light of Chrift's fair face, 
one fmile of his countenance ? O wherefore fhould 
men in health neglect the market of grace, and flight 
the pearl of great price? Why ihould they fpend 
their money for that which is not bread, and their 
labor for that which fatisfieth not. 

Lord, fave me from the hypocrite's cafe at death, 
vvhofe candle of profeihon and of hope burns and 
blazes fair all the way with him, but goeth out in 
the dark trance of death; and there he {tumbles and 
falls, and fliall rife no more. O that my profeihon 
-and hope may be of God's creating! If God light 
my candle, then mail my feet be enlightened through 
the dark valley, and death nor hell mall not be able 
to put it out. 

Lord, fubdue fin in me, and let it be continually 
dying now, that it may certainly be dead before me. 
God forbid that my fins Ihould furvive me. 

O that, when the firoke of death difiolves my 
body, my foul may efcape as a bird out of the fn?.re 
of the fowler, and may afcend to the heavenly regi- 
ons to enjoy God himfelf. 

Olet melook through the grates of mortality, and 
long for the jailor's corning to fet me at liberty. 
God help me to overcome the love of life, and fears 
of death. If my neighbour lend me any thing, I 
pay it again with thanks ; and ihall I not reftore my 
life to God with thanks, who hath been pleafed to 
lend it me lb long ? Arife, and let me depart, for 
fhis is not my reft; heaven is jny home. Lcri 
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bring me 10 it : the joys of it arc too great to enter 
into me, O make me fit to enter into them. 

While I lie on a lick bed, Lord help me to patience 
in my licknefs without murmuring. 

How willingly would the damned in hell endure 
my pains a thou fand years, if they had my hopes of 
being faved at laft ! BleiTed be God, that my fick- 
neis is r.ot hell, that my pains are nor eternal. 

O that I may look on my affliction as coming 
I'wvm the hand of him that is the Lord of health and 
of licknefs, of life and of death ; who killcth and mak- 
eth alive, bringeth down to the grave, and raifcth 
up again? That fovercign and wife Lord hath deter- 
mined the time when my affliction fljall er*d,as well 
as the time when it began. Thirty-eight years were 
appointed the lick man at Bethefda pool ; eighteen 
i the to woman that Satan kept bound ; twelve 
years to the woman with the bloody iffue? ten days 
tribulation to thofe of Smyrna : three clavs '■■■••-•e 
to David. The number of the godly man's tears is 
registered in God's book: yea, the ilairs of his head 
are numbered. 

When David got his choice of his own chaftife- 
ment, he chofe rather to be corrected by the hand 
of God, than by any other means, faying, <'• Let me 
fall into the hands of the Lord, for his'mercics are 
tteat." I was dumb, and opened not my month, 
fe thou didtt it. Glory to God, that! am fall- 
en into his merciful hand. Lath God apD< i 
that man's coming into the world mail be atti 
with pain and crying, and his going cue of it 
ind trouble; and ihali 1 quarrel at it? 
ire humbly to underly t)ie corrc&ion of mine 
iniquity, and to bear the indignation of the Lord 
becaufe I have iinned againit him. O that the fick- 
ofmy body may be a means of health to my 
fori ! May i be chaitened of the Lord, lb ih.it I may 
I with the world. 

? t " syerthathe isaffliftedj why? 

itfnfingsirora divine love, and it works for his foul's 
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good. Affli&ioh is a feal of his adoption, and no 
lign of reprobation. The pureft gold is often tried 
the fweeteft grape is hardeft prefled, and the trv.cft 
Chriftian is heavieft croticd. But O how foon will 

the Chriftian forget all his groans when he comes to 
veaven ? As foon as Stephen faw Chrilt, though at 
a diitance, lie forgot all his wounds and bruiieo ; he 
minded no more the terror of the Hones about his 
ears, but fwectly yielded his foul into his Redeem- 
er's hands. 

I read of many in thegofpel, that by fickneiTcs 
and difeafes were driven unto Chrrft, who, if they 
had enjoyed health and profperity, would have neg- 
lected, like many others, to coine to him. O hlelled 
is that crofs that draweth a (inner to Chrift, to lay 
open his own mifery, and implore Chrift's mercy. 
And bleffed be that Chrid, who never refufeth the 
finner that cometh to him, though driven by afflic- 
tion and mifery. To whom fhall fuch a diflrefled 
creature as I go, but to him who is the only phyiician, 
that can cure both me foul from fin, and my body 
from ficknefs. 

Lord, thou never denied thy mercy to any fin- 
ner that aiked it with a penitent heart. There were 
many forts of fick finncrs that came to thee in the 
days of thy flcftv; the blind, the deaf, the i Ian* 
lepers hat were fick of palfies, dropfies, fe\ ers, 

fluxes, and \vt r ; and yet i 

one o rj mg for t*cy, that went 

wirhc its fin ne\ i .it, his 

difeafe never fo grievous. , Corner* 

-. that he 
man-. I it, being moved wit) 

own eompaiuoii, and .he fij 
mifery; O : nvoman o£ Samar: 

■■. of Nain, and the in; lay thirt; 

years at the pool of Bt. \ Oh, if 1 

mercy fo did not afk it, and 

i C, v. ill he 
it ? 



Aj}K8edMarfs Companion 221 

There is but a hep betwixt me and death ; Lord, 
feal my pardon to me, before I go hence, and be no 
more. O draw nigh to me, and lave me : for my 
foul is full of trouble, and my life dravi eth nigh unto 
the grave. Thy ioving-kindnefs is better than life; 
O make me fure of that, and I will willingly part 
with this mortal life* 

O thou who willeft not that any fhould perifh, 
but that all fhould come to repentance; be pleafed 
to nuke ufe of the chaftifment of my body, as a 
niiiic'me to cure my foul, and bring to me a true 
..'id fincere repentance. One da/ is with thee as 
a thoufand years : O work in me in this, which may 
be my lalt day, whatsoever thou feeft wanting in 
me. Enable me to prefentunto thee the Sacrifice of a 
broken and contrite heart, which thou hah promifed 
not to defpife. Give a true and] lively faith in the 
d Jefus, who is the propitiation for our fins ] 
lie was wounded for our tranfgreilions, he was 
brufed for our iniquities, the chaitifeinent of our 
was upon him: O heal me by his ibripes. 
Let the cry of his blood drown the clamor of my 
fins. 1 am indeed a child of \v rath, but Chrilt is 
in of thy love ; O pity me for his fake, and 
let my foul find fan&uary in his wounds. 

O Lord, the waters of affliccon are come in even 
up >n my i'oul. O let the fpirit of God move on 
thefe waters, that, like the pool of Bethefda, they 
may cure whatever fpiritual diieafes thou feeit in me. 
O Lord, conlider my affliction, accent my tears, 
aiTuage my pain, increafe my patience, and finiih 
my troubles. Corrcd me with the chaftifement of 
a father, and not with the wounds of an enemy : 
ami though thou take not off thy rod, Lord, take 
away thine anger. 

Lord, the prince of this world comcth, O let 
him have nothing in me ; but, as he acculeth, do 
tluu abfolve. I have nothing to fay for myfeif, 
but be thou my advocate, Lord: and do thou a it - 
Iwer for me. I am clothed with filthy garments, 
T 3 
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to refift no ; O 
mt of 

to pafs from me, 
- me with Is of ohy 

rd, that no un 

;'c( it \ ..... 

, is filthy 
G wain rite, and make me white in the I 

lay be fit to ihind before ihy 
e. O take me from the teats of Kedar, to the 
tons or" light and purit; en my en 

houfe le is diifolved, O let me have 

a buildtrig of God, an houfe not made with hi 

e heavens. () bring my foul out of 
pri-fon, that I may eternally give thanks unto thy 
name. Amen. 

C H A P. VIII. 

Containing directions to the friends and neighbours cf 
tBeftck^ iffho are therftfelv.es in health for the t 

WHEN the Lord lends fickneft and affliction 
to our neighbours, we ought not to be idle 
and unconcerned fpe&atorsof his difpenfations: but 
we ihouid harken to the voice of God : s rod upon 
others, and confider what it is that the Lord iscal- 
!or at our hands. Thefe following directions 
may be ufefui to fchofe that are in hea 

DrsEcri I. B&yery thankful la God f&r the great m:r- 
cy of health tend ft) cngth^ and Jtnf rove it to kis\ 
*UKELY a 1 perfon hath ft ill great 

.^3 caufe to he a thankful perfon. Health is a 
nrercy that c'oih feafon and iweeten every other 
temporal mercy; without it the greateft wealth and 
honors, nay, a king's crown, can give no fatisiachon. 
It is far more eligible to be a healthy beggar than a 
iickly king. What comfort could it ;; 
toffing Gcknefs, and tottering pains, to have the 
greateft heaps of money to look to, or \\ o ,.\.mL 
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coming to pay , for our imthank- 

fuluefs to him~who is tin o r I alth! How 

little do we prize hi .muing with us 

I a long tract of health '.. r ^ether 

with the tile of our reafon ; \\q\\ many 

are deprived of the,:). Surely God were 

righte ild lie teach r.s to value the worth of 

by the wa it of them. 
Let us confider how many miferable perfons there 
are in the world, and who it is that maketh us to 

-) ; how many difeafed, diffract, de- 
formed, lame, blind, deaf, and dumb people, there 
are ; and how eafy it had been for God to have put 
is in their condition, and them in ours, l hie dif- 
ference is not owing to any thing in us ; their fins 
are not greater than ours. Had we a due fenfe of 
our Iin!s and ill defervings ,wecouldacknowledgeour- 
unworthy of the leait of ail God's mercies; 
we would reckon every common mercy a fpecial 
blefling, and unmerited favor to us. — Again, let us 
take a view of the fainting iicknefs, racking pains, 
and rehicis nights of others. Let us look upon our 
lick friends fweatiog and burning under fevers; let 
us hear them groaning and moaning under ftrorig 
pain. u Their foul abhors all manner o meat, and 
they draw near unto the gates of death." Some- 
times we fee them panting and fainting, and not 
a! >ie to fpeak a word to us. And what is the hm- 
■ of all this to v.s ? Is it not, that we fhofcld 
thankfully adore our gracious God; and blcfl 

for his diftingufhing goodnefs to us? 
O how much are we bound to the Lord, that it is 
not i'o with us as with others ! while w'earifome 
nights are appointed to them, and their bones are 
full of tolling j all the comforts of this life are tafte- 
lefs to them, then- friends are weeping about them 
bar cannot help them : kt It is far otherwiie with me 
(may yon fay), my mercies and relations art com- 
fortable and helpful to me, I relifh my food, my 
bed gives me cafe, my fkep is refreshing: I have 
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freedom to read and and pray, meditate and attend the 
public ordinances. Fraife die Lord, O my foul ; 
and all that is within me, blefs his holy name. 
Forget not this benefit of health, that is the chief of 
all my outward bielu.igs. Some would part 
ail their worldly wealth, to have lb much bodily 
health. as I have. Long have I undervalued and 
abufed this choice mercy of health: O that I could 
mourn for my negle&, and refolvein God's ftrength 
to improve my remaining health, for the praife 
and iervice of that merciful God who is the author 
and prefer ver of it 1 let me fpend, and he fpent for 
God, that gives me all my health anditreugth for 
his glory. Let me abhor the ingratitude of thofe 
who employ the health which God giveth, in the 
fervice of his enemies; and make a facrafice of it 
to the devil, the world, and theileih. O what pro- 
digious folly are thefe guilty of, w ho, for Catisfyirig 
their fenfual appetite, do often deprive themlei yes of 
health, wihch is in itfelf a thouland times of more 
value than all their brutim pleaiure ; God help mc 
to prize this mercy, that can never be prized 
enough." 



Direct. II. make confeience of vijlt'mgyour fickfricmls 
and neighbours, believing that it is your duty and 
interefi fo to (fa. 

VISITING of the fick is not only the duty of 
the mini hers of Chriil ; but hkewife of all 
the members of Chrift : for we are all enjoined to 
remember them that are in adveriity, and to fympa- 
thize with the afflicted, as being; ourfelves alfo in 
the body. '' 1 o him that is afni&ed, pity (hoi Id be 
fhown by his friends," faith Job. And our Lord 
gives it as a character of thofe whom he \siil own 
and acquit at the great day, Matth. xxy. 36. " I 
was lick, and ye viiited me.'' "J his is the way to 
be iikehjm, who is the father of mere! whole 

foul was grieved for the miferies of Ureal, Judg. 
1. 16. Wc lead how tenderly David fympathized 
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with his enemies when they were Tick, Pfal. xxxv. 
13. T4. and much more ought we to vifit and fyin- 
pathize with our lick friends. To vifit the prof- 
perdus, and healthy, is an act of court el y and civili- 
ty; but to vifit the aftii&ed and fickly, is an act 
of charity and chriftianity. 

And as it is your duty, fo it is your intereft and 
advantage to vifit the lick. The wife man tells you, 
Ecclef. vii. 2. " It is better to go to the houfe of 
mourning, than to the houfe of feafting." King 
Joafh went to fee Eliflia in his licknefs, and wept 
over him; and he loft nothing by fo doing, 2 Kings 
xiii. 14. for he obtained thereby three famous victo- 
ries over the Syrians. Though it be not warrant- 
able to enquire at the dead, Dent, xviii. 1 r. yet we 
may learn many wholefome leffons from the dying, 
and even though they be fpeechlefs. As for in- 
ftance, we may hereby be inltructed how to prize 
health, mind our own frailty, and provide for the 
time of licknefs. When we behold their Itrength 
languiihing, their tongues faultering, their eyes 
failing, their countenances pale; we fhonid think 
with ourfelvesj " This will be my cafe ere long; the 
next ;irro\v that death moots, may be levelled at 
me: how much is it my concern to prepare for it !" 
Alio \vc may think, what a bitter thing fin is, that 
caufe of all thefe pains and cii fire lies,- and how 
mad they arc who love fm and take pleafure in it. — 
We may fee like wife the great folly of courting and 
trufting ike world, which leaves the lick and dying- 
man in the time oi the greater): extremity. — And 
>W happy the man is, that hath 
in Chrift, the peace of a good confeience, 
• I hope of heaven; to yield fup- 
e to him under his ftnJgglings 
licknefs a . When we hear the dying 

its of Ins fins, and his lamenting his 
i duty, and mifpend'mg of precious tune, 
ce and relbritoiition-. \ 
I Icfrve their profcilions of love to Chrift, and 
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theirhopemhim to the laft,it doth contribute to 
the quickening and ltrengtheningof our faith. A right 
light of dying perions, is a good mean to incrcafe 
the fpirit of grace and i'upplication in us. We may 
fitly aiude here to the anfwer which Elijah gave to 
Elilha, when he fought a double portion of his fpirit, 
2 Kings ii. 10. 41 If thou feeft me when I am tak- 
en from thee, it ihall be fo unto thee." A double 
portion of the fpirit lhall be the allowance of thefe 
who make conference of this duty. 



Direct. III. Let hi friends ofthefick, and thofe iv/.o 
vifit them, deal fait I. fully Wfththem a' out their fouls. 

C CONSIDER., this may be the Ltit opportunity 
j you may have of doing any thing for your 
friend's foul. If he die, he is fmed in his everlait- 
ing ftate, fo that all advices and counsels then will 
befruitlefs. It is now, or never, you mult exert yov.r- 
feif for your friend's advantage; there is no knowl- 
edge nor wifdom in the grave, to which he is going," 
Cod's loving-kindnefs cannot be declared in the 
grave, nor his faithfulnefs in deftruction," Pfal, 
lxxxviii, 1 1. Now is the proper time for doing good 
to your neighbor's foul. When affliction, opens the 
ear to discipline, be careful to drop in wholefome 
inilruclions into it; and when the heart is made 
tender by ficknefs, it is a fit feafon for good counfel 
to make impreihons on it. Let the opportunity 
then be improved with faithfulnefs and prut! 
And, in order thereto, obfervethe following advices, 
I. Labour to know the lick man's fpiritual condi- 
tion; that your applications may be fuitable there- 
unto. The knowledge of the difeafe is previoufly 
requifite unto the cure: as the millake of a phyli- 
cian about a man's difeafe may be as dangerous as 
the difeafe itfelf ; fo here it is highly dangerous to 
miftake the cafe of the lick man's ib il; for then len- 
itives may be applied, when corrqiives are i i c • 
promifes may be adminiitred, when threatnings ate 
mere proper. 
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II. Beware of flattering the lick With vain hopes 
of life, when he is more likely to die; left he be 
thereby tempted to delay or ftacken his preparation 
for another world. It is fit that plainhefs be wi'ed 
with refpeft to his danger, that he may be quickened 
to his work. 

III. The lick perfon is to be amonifhed and 
told, that ficknefs come not by chance, nor by fe- 
cond caufes merely; but by the wife direction and 
fpecial providence of God: that fometimes God 
finites, out of dilpleafurc for (in, and for the Tin- 
ner's correction and amendment; and fometimes 
for the trial and extrcife of his peoples graces; that 
the iharpeft: afflictions mail work together for good 
to them that love God, and are rightly exercii'td im- 
dcr God's hand: that it is a great mercy to a Tinner, 
when God by his rod gives him warning and fpace 
to repent, and flee to die blood of fprinkling, and to 
cry to God for pardon ; and doth not fnatch him 
out of the world by a fudden death. Upon which 
account the voice of the rod mould be carefully 
barkened to, and thankfully obeyed. 

IV. If the lick perfon be ignorant, he is to be 
ca chifed and inftru&ed in the principles of religion, 
eipecially concerning his faith and repentance, and 
his uptaking of the covenant of grace, and the 
method of pardon and falvation through the righte- 

'". of Chrift apprehended by faith. And it may 
be propper to demand his affent to fome of the fun- 
damental truths of Chriftianity, or his anfwer to 
fuch queftions'as thejfe : ift, Do you believe in God 
"ather, Son, an holy Ghoft, one God in three 
pei bns, the maker and governor of the world? idly 
Do you believe that* Jefus Chrirt. who aflumed our 
nature, obeyed the law, died on theCrofs, rofe from 
the dead, and afcended to heaven, is the eternal 
Son of God, and the only Saviour of linners? 3^ 
Are you fenfible that you are a loft finner by Ad- 
am's fall, &nd, beiides that., guilty of innumerrble 
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actual fins; and that you h holy 

tieatsin :' , a. id 

for lb doing, < 

this li Are you 

truly grieved : 

01 r time, 
prld ? And would you 
do as ypuhave done, or live other wife, if you were 
to begin your life again? $thiy, How do you think 
to get your guilt removed, your fins pardoned, and 
your peace made up with God? Are you d< 
from your heart to be reconciled to God rhi 
Jefus Chrift, the bleffed peace-maker? 6/^/j/, Di 
heartily approve of the gofpel method of rec< 
tion, by the righteoufnefs and facrafice offered up by 
the Lord jefus Chrift as your furity, in your name 
and ftcad ! And is your foul defirous to choofe and 
accept of Chrift for your mediator and Saviour, in 
all his offices, of prophet, prieft, and king? ^tbly, 
Do you renounce all confidence in any other, a 
pendence on your own duties and righteouli 
and put your whole truft and confidence in Chrift, 
and the merits of his blood, faying, " Whom have I 
in heaven but thee ? and there is none on earth 
that I delire befules thee." Do you believe that 
there is no falvation in any other; and that there is 
no name under heaven whereby yon can be faved, 
but Jefus Chrift only? 8/£/v, Do we delire to be 
wholly renewed and fanctified by virtue of Chriit's 
blood, and to fhew forth the reality of your faith by 
good works and a holy life for the time you have 
to live in the world? And, as an evidence thereof, 
are you willing to reftorc what you have taken 
wrongfully from any, and to forgive all wrongs 
done to you by any, and to caft out all malice or 
hatred you have borne to any, and afk forgivenefs 
of any you have injured? f)tkdy^ Do you believe 
that Chrift is coming at the laft day to judge all the 
world, both the quick and the dead, whom lie mall 
then raife from the grave, and that your dead body 
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(hall rife w ith the reft ? iQtbly, Do you believe the 

immortality of the for. 1, and its living in a feperate 
ftate after death, and that the fouls of believers do 
immediately pals into glory, where they fhall be 
fiver with the Lord ? 

V. lu dealing with the fick you arc to feparate 
betwixt the precious and the vile, and make a dif- 
ference betwixt the converted and the unconverted. 
And feeing different applications are requifite, you 
are, according to your knowledge, to ftudy to fuit 
yourcounfels, admonitions, and prayers, totheirftate 
and condition; not tiling the fame words to the 
ungodly as you uie to the godly, left you hatter 
them with ill grounded hopes that their ftate isfafe, 
while they are Grangers to a work of regeneration. 
That great truth is to be declared to ail, that, " mi-, 
Ids, a man be born again, he cannot fee the king- 
dom of God." O it is dangerous to fpeak peace, 
e God (peaks war. 

V I. If the lick perfou feem to be fecure, or have not 
a due icnfe of his fins ; endeavours muff be ufed to 
convince him of the guilt, pollution, and danger of* 
them, in order to his humiliation. Prefumptuous 
ihmers are not to be flatered, left we betray their 
Jbals into eternal ruin, and Co their blood be required 
at our hand. No fond love, no flavifh fear, niuft 
keep us from telling them the hazard of of their pre- 
lent ftate. The fecure conference muft be awakened 
to fee the demerit of fin, and the terriblenefs of the 
juftice of a iin-revenging God, before whom no 
Chrilllefs impenitent linner can ftand : this is necef- 
fary in order to a Tinner's dilcovering his loft cafe in 
himfelf, and his fleeiug to Chrift for refuge. It is 
God's method, firft to caft down the foul before he 
lift it up ; to plow the heart by conviction, before he 
caft in the feed of confolation. 

VII. If the lick peribn hath ftudied to walk up- 
rightly, but is atprefentdifcouraged upon account of 
the lharpnefs of the rod, Satan's temptation , the 
guilt of fin, fear of death, or the like; then ftitable 



ed, i 
ularl 

; nay, fr< 
i of it : fo " as 
becai no current ; and th renpt 

poured from velfel to veflfel, their t. 
their feent is not changed; therefore, God, in i 
to take .' [cent of the corrupt uati 

ispleafed ;e us from ftate to ftate, by i 

and ficknefs;to faLvatipn. And as Noah' 

her it was toffed with the flood, the nearer it 
mounted towards heaven; fce'the fanctijicd i'o 
more it is exercifed with affliction, the nearer it is Jilt- 
ed towards God. Again', it is proper to Jet I 
hirri the freenefs and fiilnefs of .-God's ie fuf- 

ficiency of rightoufnefs in Chrift, and his rich and 
gracionr offers in the gofpel, by which we 
ed, that allw ho repent and believe with all their heart 
in God's rift, renouncing their own 

(hall not periih in their fins, 
tion in Intn ; and that 1 1 
are a vi&ory over Satan, death, and a.' 

enemies, becat fe Chrift their head hath by hi 
conquered the devil, unftinged death, triumph 
ver the grave, and obtained victory for all hi: 
•tiers. So that neither life nor death, p 
. ;nor nov/ers, Jhali be able to feparate them from 
love iii Chrift. 

VIII. T t"a lick man be fo tempted and tr 
conference ti.at he is in hazard of del pairing of< 
mercy : it is neceflary to inform him of lb 
and inHnitenefs of God's mercy ; that the moltri 
ous Tinners have been pardoned and faved by ' 
it isftill ottered in the gofpel to the vilefl i 
Tho forefaw all the fins wliich the 

would commit, yet tfoefe did not hinder 
loving the world lb that he gave h:s on! 
Son to death, to fav'e us many as would I 
repent ;ic fi.fts of one man can n« 
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, and forgiving his fins, ' 

: 

( Gen. rs us, Pfal. 

c.iii. 4 that the mercy of God is great, and reach- 
es higher than the heavens, fo that it o 

ft of all o -od be 

:er than all his wor 

— Againi lay before him th 
virtue of C: 
blood of a mere man, but the blood of God, Ad 
28. And are there any fins fo great, or guilt fo 
heinous, but the blood of God can warn away ? This 
. Cranmer's fupport that day he fuffered 
martyrdom, when his lin of renouncing the P 
tanc doctrine ftarect liim in the face: " Surely (laid 
he) God was made gem, and Ihed his b'ooi, hot i'o: 
• This only, but for greater (ins alio." He was 
fadly difcouraged, and wept abundantly, till he syed 
this meritorious blood: and then he took heart and 
(Led with courage. O thisrrice was fo great, that 
it could have merited pardon for the fins of all the 
• . if all the men on t 

one of them had been n 
drop of this blood is of more m; ; 
re the mercy of God for our falvation, tb 

of force £ th of Cod 

for o.ir damnation ;\vhy, the greateft of o 

Le lead di irilVs 

■ of God. 

lind of the wi' 

r to receive all 
the days of his 
• 

irer- 

Ob- 
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himfclf, in calling him Friend, after his moft : 
erous dealing, Macth. xxvi. 50. 4 * Friend, (fai< 

efore arc thou come?" Had wretched Judas 
laid hold an the word Friend, out of the mouth of 

., asBenhadad did the word Brother from the 
mouth of Ahab; doubtlefs Judas fi.ould have found 
the God of Ifrael more merciful than Benhadad fond 
the king of Ifrael. 

Lafily, Let him coniider, that to difpahr of God's 

•, call the greateft dHhohor upon the divine 
. and is a fin more heinous than all the lins 

h we have before committed? why, it doth 
charge the great God as guilty of perjury, who hath 
folemnly fwoni, that he defires not the death of a (in- 
ner, but rather that he fllduld repent and li\ e, Ezelc. 
•\>.xiii. ii. God v. as more difpleafed with Cain for 
defpairing of his mercy, than for murdering his bro- 
ther; and with judas for hanging himfelf, than for 
betraying his Mailer: why, becaufe that by their 
defpair they would make the lins of mortal men 
greater than the infinite mercy of the eternal God. 

D r r e c t . IV. Be earn:/} in prayer to C'jdfor yt ur 
friends vjhen Jich or dying. Pray with them and for 
them. 

FREQUENTLY Gck deffons are fo difquieted 
1 hat they are out of cafe 
ay for the and therefore they have the 

more need of the prayers of others. D; 
and prayed for his enemies when they wen 
xix. 13. much more ought we to pray for out 

1 afe. I\-;\ t : did they need our ■ 
ers fo much, as when they are called to enter upon 
an unchangeable condition, to go to their long home, 
place wherein they mtift abide for ever. 
Mow th< y arc in the land of prayer, and it is now or 
that you must pray and beg mercy for t 
1 their life is gone, they go from the Ian 
•, and are fixed in that place whence they 
never remove: then all your prayers and cri< 
them v. ill be in vain. If yen 
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to CJifift, he is on the brink of hell, 
j.o^; ami will you not cry to God to opcta 
and i 

ion? You 
(it up a 
I will you not fpei 

foul, that is a :' 
iw the qu 

: i : i 

ill you wreftld for j <J. if 
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ml to the lick 
- difcoyer .o him his fins, and the i i 

he is 
loft in liirj I wholly unable to . he de- 

id do lb on reveal Chrirt 
righteoufnefs and life. O giv< 
- to create and ftrength?n faith, 
/ hold on Chrift as offered in the gofpels 
work m him the grace of trite repentance. Lnable 
hinj to fiarch his heart, and try ins ways, fo as he 
may di /cover every accurfed thing every Achan in 
, that hath provoked the Lord againft him. 
■ Jiou ptitteft him in the furnace, bepleafed to 
'land by it, and over ice the metal while it is m< 

imas filver is tried, and bring him out 
purified, and let him lofe nothing in the furnace but 
Remove his (ins from thy pre:. 
■', is from the welt, that they may never troi ble 
■mfcience, nor rife in judgment againft hi 
• ver bitter the cup may be, let it be medicinal 
to cure ail the difeafes of bis foul. O that thefe af- 
us, \> hii h are but for a moment may work tcr 
i far more til eternal weight or*glo- 

ry, through Jefus Chrift the purchafer ! 

from heaven, tiie habitation of thy ho- 

behoitl his allliction a lin, and forgive 

Ji j ity 10 him as a father doth 

to hit no more upon him tl 

Me to I ear. Lord, give patience and ftrength an- 

■ . , ouble thou bad J;. 
him. In :; lis weaknefs, uphold him bj 

. it of thy infinite fi 

ttremity of trouble 
pain, or - 
dure reft out I 

the t . ces of thy .Spirit. 

! him agn 
is of Satr" 
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[,and fc-t his afte&lons on things above. Lord, 
make ufe of this chaftifement of his body as a medi- 
co cure his foul, by drawing his foul, that is lick 
to thyfelf. O enable him in a penitent be- 
lieving • to coins by repentance to Chriit his 
fcul-p . to get it healed of all itsmaladies. 
is licknefs,and let the fruit of it be to purge 
away his fin. 

If God lhallbe pleafed to add to his days, blefs all 
means of his recovery. R.emove the difeafe : renew 
his ftrength both outward and in Ward; heal his foul 
as well as his body. And enable him to walk tender- 
ly before God, and carefully to remember and per- 
form lhcii vows and promifes of obedience as men 
are apt to make in time officknefs. 

If God hath determined to finiih his days by the 

prefent vilitation, let him find inch evidence of the 

pardon of his lins, of his intereft in Chriit, and eter- 

ife, as may caufe his inward man to be renewed, 

while 1 man decayeth ; that he may 

iLhoit fear, caft himfelf wholly on 

Chi ill wfthout doubting, and delire to be dilfolved, 

that he may for ever be with jeh.s Chriit. — Lord, 

his laft .works? better than his nrit, and the day 

h better than the day of his birth. Make 

his Jait words his beit words, his laic thoughts, his 

his iait hour his beft'jhour. O 

let him die the death of the righteous, and let his 

i be like his. Let the eyes of his foul be 

opened 'co fee his lins and his Saviour, before the 

of his body be Ihut by death. Take away the 

Iting of death, the guilt of fin, that he may walk 

through the valley of the fliadow of death, and 

no e- . ion his lips, that his mouth may 

h thy praife, before he goto the place of 

n his ftrength doth fail, and his 

rds, let the blood of 

gt thy holy 

t \, ithin him . with fighs 

and 
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fight of hi? eyes doth fall htm, I 
faith be lengthened, I 

at his deal Chrit\ in h< 

to receive him. Lo] 

L with his enemies, Satan a 
he may overcome both, 

or through Chrift that hath loved him. Into 
hands we commend his fpirit 

Lor as who do fin tliis and o 

ally ipeclacles of onr mortality, to fee how 
uncertain our condition is, and ib to 
our days, that we may ferio [y o;;r hear 

heavenly wifdom, through Jefus Chrift. Amen. 

Direct. V. Le careful to furitifh your frl 
'table coyip/fny, andfpiritual i 
nek or dy 

AS worldly company and converfe ore | 
hindrances, fo fpirltual company and converfe 
are fpecial helps to the lick and dying. Now, that 
the friends of the lick may prevent tl 
provide the other, let the following ad.' 
nteinbered. 

i//, our friends tn t< >i:fly to m 

wills, and dflpatch the lettlement ol 

o they may not ! 
lad, nor any wife diverted + u,.,, . 

I from the wo. ski is a mod ; 

ence ; 

the 

much 

t 
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3^//y, Do what you can to get faithful minifters and 
godly Chriftians to be much about them, who are 
lit to inftrnft and ccmnfel them about their foul's 
matter-,, and alio to pray with them and for them. 
4^.'//y, Be often minding your lick friends of their 
work, and theie things which belong unto their 
peace. Whatever be their Hate, whether gracious 
or gracelcfs, it is proper to be minding them, 1. Of 
the vanity and ettiptinefs of the world, that can nei- 
ther give cafe to Lhe body, nor comfort to the foul, 
when cither of them is in trouble. 2. Of the iinful- 
! lii!, .. 'lich is the fpring of all difeafes and mi- 
whatever. 3. Of the precioufnefs and uieful- 
of Chrlft to a firmer in all cafes and efpecially 
at a dying hour. 4. Of the inexpreilibie felicity of 
believers in Chrlft after death, &c. 

LaJHy, If you think yourfelvesnot able to in Uriel: 
or advife your fick friends as they flaad in need, 
then read ionic good book to them, that may be forc- 
ible to the condition of their fouls; and if you have 
not a fitter at hand, read fonie chapters and direc- 
tions of this book to them, as you may fee molt pro- 
per for them. But above all books, read to the lick 
the holy fcriptures, particular chapters and Pfalms 
there, fuch as the three laft chapters of Gen. the laft 
:r of Deuteronomy, the 17th chapter of the iirft 
book of Kings, and 2d chapter of the 2d book of 
Kings, and 14th and 19th chapters of Job, the 
is of David, and particularly the 6th, the 23d, 

£5 th i 39 tl h 3 8dl > 4?ft» 42d, 49 th i 5 lft > 7 ltt > 73 d » 

h, 89th, 90th, 103d, 116th, 118th, i30th r 

i.; ;d, and feveral other Pfalm. the 12th, 

chapter of Ecclefiaftes : the 38th, 53d, 54th, and 
55th, Ifaiah; the three laft chapters of Luke ; the 
14th, 15th, 16th, 17th, and 20th chapters of Jolin ; 
the 18th chapter of the rVomans: the 15th cnapter 
of the 1 it Cor. — the 5th of the 2d Corinth; — the 4th 
of 1 ft Theif.-^-the nth and 12th ot Heb. — the three 
lull chapters of the Revelation, and the like. 
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Direct ,.VL I fir the 

. 
id^nce a fuitabk concern for th< 
deal tenderly and con 
with them in their ficknefs, bear with their 
tience and fretting, weary not of them, nor grudge 
at the trouble tlicy pit you to : for fhor'tly you your- 
felves may be in the like cafe, when you (hail be as 
it a trouble to others, as your friends are now 
to you. 

Again T it is neceiTary to employ phyficians, and 
nfe the bell means for the recovery of yoi r friend's 
health. The means indeed muft not be fruited to 
inftead of God, but ufed ha fubfervicnty to him, who 
hath appointed them, and can only give fuccefs to 
them. We mull be v. are of Afa's (in, that fought to 
the phyncians, and not to the Lord. Let us neither 
take food nor phytic without prayer to God tor his 
bleffing thereupon. 

Dirf.ct. VII, When thejicknefs of your relations cr 
neigbhoui s clot}) ijjfiie in 'death jjluj&y a chriflian and 
; rnuhr fv.ch a hn. 

"Yl|"THEN a parent loieth a promifirig child, or 
y Y a chi h a loving parent, or when 

death deprives us of any near relation, it is a fpeak- 
ing and trying providence : and we hu\ e mu< h need 
of grace and couhfel from God to carry aright ui 
it. Let us" obferve thefe advices. 

I. It is neceflary in fuch a cafe that we have a 
tender fenfe and feeling of God's afflicting hi 
There are two'e .tfemes which we muftequall 
viz. to make Hght of the death of relations ; and to 
be excel! teved on that account. God \ 

have us n richer to clefpife his rod, nor to faint uj 
it Heb. xii. 5. God is difpleafed v. are 

r fuch ; ;■ 
Thi fe his rod, and make light of his 1 

mce he complains of thefe* Jer. v. 
<•<■ i litten them, but they have not grieve 
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Ggd will have us feci his hand to enquire Into tie 

ing of the rod, and fearch for thei'e fins that 
have provoked God to finite us. It is a iign of 

ty, felfilh, and unchrifiian fpirit to be uncon- 
cerned tor the death of friends, and it is m ~-ch mofefo 
in children, who have a fecreti'atisfa^lionjn thedcath 
oi parents, becauje of the worldly riches of li 

i they get thereby. God uieth to follow this 
withe 1 temper whH his heavy judgments even in 
this I 

II. Confider, that God is calling you by the 
death of others, to keep up lively and iafting impref- 

u~ death and eternity upon your fpirits God 
knbweth how advantageous it would be for men fo 
to do ; and therefore he fets frequent Ipectacics of 
■z^c.L-e their eyes fcr this end. But fuch 
is the corruption and earthlinefs of pur rriinds, that 
we foon forget the thoughts of death. When we 
fee our fri< the pangs of death, or laid in the 

grave, it (hikes us with foine fear and concern, to 
think, that this will one day be oar own cafe; but 
no fooner is the dead interred, and the grave filled 
up a i ail thele ferious thoughts begin to 

, and men return to their fins and pieafures 
as before. Ah, what folly is this ! Should not men 
always keep alive the ferious thoughts of death and 
a future Itate? Are we not always alike mortal ? 
Are we not as liable to death's arrell at other times, 
as when examples - are before our eyes ? 

III. rod takes away your children or re- 

lations, let it draw y bur hearts and^affe&idns more 
towards God and things above. As when a hhep- 
hcrd taketh up in his arms a lamb cf the (lock, the 
ewe foliowcth him oi her own accord and will not 
leave him : fo when the great ihepherd of the 
fiiecp taketh a child or friend from you, it ihoubl 
caufe you to follow after bun, and deiire to be with 
him. B.;t one may lay, that is not the cafe with 
me ; I fear the wolf hath got the braying fheep, 
and devoured it. Then even that fufpiciou mould 
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make you run to the good fliepherd, abide with him, 
and keep clofe by the footfteps of the flock, and be- 
ware of Graying in thefe parts wherein deftroyers go. 
When God taketh from you thefe relations whom 
you dearly loved, he calls you to take your love qff 
the fading creature, and fee it on the eternal Creator; 
when the weak branch is lop: otf, then clafp to the 
body of the tree, which will not fail you. 

IV. In fuch trials, ftudy a humble and patient 
fuhmhTion to the will of God, who in his fovereign 
wifdom and pleafure hath taken your child or friend 
from you. Remember who hath done it, even he, 
who gave all men their lives, and hath the abfolute 
power and right to di'fpofe of men's lives as he 
thinks heft. If your fellow creatute do any thing 
that difpleafeth you, you may both dk who did it, 
why he did i'o ? But when God doth any thing to 
you, you muft remember he is the Potter, and you 
are the clay ; and that he may make or mar his 
clay veiTels, yea, break them in pieces at his plea- 
fure ; and | u there is none can ftay|his hand, or foy 
to him, what dolt thou ? be fiill, and know that I 
am God," Pfal. xlvi. 10. The mailer of a family 
gathers at his pleafure the (lowers and fruits cf his 
garden ; fometimes he cuts o?T the buds, fometimes 
he fufters them to biolTom: fometimes he gathers 
the green fruit, fometimes he hays till they be ripe, 
and every body thinks he may do with his own 
what he pleafeth : and lhall not the almighty God 
have liberty much more to difpofe of all that grows 
in his own territories at his pleafure ? The mailer of 
the family hath not created the trees and plants of 
his garden ; but God hath made and fafhioned all 
the children of men with his almighty hand. 

It is the fenfe of this foverign right and domini- 
on of God over his creatures, that hath made his 
people to be fiient under the greateh iolfcs. Hence 
Aaron when he loh his two fons by a fafden. and 
extraordinary {broke, it is faid of hiui, Lev. x. 3. 
u And Aaron held his peace." He opened not his 
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mouth, becaufe it was a fovereign God that did it. 
So holy, job, when he loft all his children by one 
blow-, patiently fubmits to this abfolute Lord, job 
1. 2i. '■■ The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taicen. 
away ; blefled be the name of the Lord." Job knew 
that God's relation to them was far nearer than his, 
and his right to difpofe of them was in difpu cable. 
- It was a holy and excelent fpeech of that honora- 
ble perfon, lord Duplefiis, -^ die death of his only 
ion ;" I could not have borne this from a man 
but I can from God." 

V. Guard agalnft u nmo lerate grief and exceffive 
jforrow for the death of children or near relations; 
for this is linful and 1 to God. Now, grief 

isfiilfuland immoderate, when it makes you grudge 
at God's difpenfation, murmur at his will, turn 
unthankful to him for the mercies you enjoy, over- 
look all by paft favors, and lament a temporal more 
than a fpiritual lei's. Alas! there are many who 
can bewail a dead frie ore than a dead heart, 

and the lofs of a child more than tne loi's of God's 
countenance. Now, for preventing this exceffive 
forrow, confider the; _ 

1/?, If you be Chriftlels and impenitent, you have 
realon to blefs God that the ftroke was not at your 
own life, for then you had been eternally miferable, 
and without hope. What is the temporal lofs of a 
child, to the eternal lols thine own foul ? O it is 
far better to be childlefs and friendlefs on earth, 
than to be hopelefs and remedilefs in hell. 
2<#y, Confider how little ground yon have to com- 
plain of any lofs or ftroke you meet with, on earth. 
1. If youeye God's fovereignty and power oyer you, 
you have caufe to be thankful that he hath not anni- 
hilated you and your relations bodi long ere now, 
feeing he hath as full a domion to reduce you t« 
nothing, as to bring you from nothing. Thoi 
God Ihould dafh us againft the walls as a po 
4oth his veflel, no man could have reafon to la;, 
What doftthou ? or why doft thou ufe me fo ? [er 
W 
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xviii. 6. " O houfe of Ifreal, cannot I do with you 
as this potter ? faith the Lord." Nay, he hath a 
greater right to deal fo with lis, than a potter with 
his veffel' for God hath contributed all to his crea- 
ture that it hath ; but the potter never made the 
clay which is the fubftance of the Veffel, nor the wa- 
ter that is needful to make it tractable. All that 
the potter doth, is only to mould the clay into Inch 
a lhape ; betides the potter's body is no better than 
the clay he makes his vefTel of ; nay, perhaps that 
very clay might once have been lome part of the 
body of a man as good as the potter himfelf. Now, 
fhall the potter have fech abfolute power over that 
which is lb near alike to him ; and mall not God 
have it over that which infinitely diftant from him? 
That word, Dan. iv. 34, 35. "The Moll High doth 
according to his will," is enough to filence the mur- 
inurings of all men under itrokesandloiies. 

•2. If you eye the hand of God. as mod juft and 
rightous in what you have met with, you have no 
good ground to complain. " Have you not procur- 
ed all this yourfelf?" Is not God molt juft in all 
that hath come upon you? Nay, if you conlider. 
your fins, and God's abfolute dominion over you, 
you iii'jft own he might have dealt with you in a 
fmarter way than he hath done : inftead of one afflic- 
tion, you might have had atlioufand. 

3. Look to the mercy that is mixed with the rod. 
It is a wonder that this great So >. ereign, who is lb 
provoked by us mould follow rs any mercy at all, 
and yet we receive innumerable benefits from him. 
Whatever be our afflictions, furely they are far left ' 
then our iniquities deferve. Hath he cail your child 
into the grave ? he might juftly have thrown your 
foul into hell. It is of the Lord's mercies you are 
not confirmed. Why mould a living man complain ? 
a man out of a grave, and out of hell too, hath i\ re- 
ly no reafon. 

4. If you compare your affliction with the trialsof 
/other's of God's people, yea, and thefe faints 
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who have been moft eminent, you have no reafon to 
grudge at your lofs. You have one child dead, but 
Aaron (who is called the Taint of the Lord, Pfal. 
cvi. 16.) had two at a ftroke"; nay, Job, whom Gocl 
commends above all the faints in his day, had ail 
his children (lain by one blow, and both thefe emi- 
nent faints had thele loffes by an immediate and ex- 
traordinary ftroke from God. Some godly parents 
have feen their children live to prove fcaudals to re- 
ligion, and a grief of mind to themfelves, and would 
have thought it a mercy if God had taken them 
away when young, Say not then, there is no for- 
row like your forrow ; for the cup which many oth- 
—'c drunk, hath had more bitter ingredients in 
it than yours. 

3.'//)', Conlider that exceffive grief cannot better 
your cafe, it may well make it worfe. If y.ouftjCE?- 
le and contend under God's hand, you act. a foolim 
part; as a bullock unaccuftomed to the yoke, that 
by his ftruggling galls his neck, and makes the yoke 
the more uneafy: or like a bird fluttering; in a net, 
that, in dead of freeing, doth the more entangle it- 
felf. Thus by immoderate forrow and fretting xmder 
the ftroke, you (in the more againit God, and make 
your burden the more heavy. 

^thly, Remember the tranfadlions of thy foul with 
God in the day thou entered!! into covenant with him. 
When thou faweft thyfelfon the brink of hell, and a 
burden of fin pr effing thee down, and no hope for 
thee but in Chrift; then your cry was,." none but! 
Chrift: take children, relations, riches, and:.-' things 
in a world from me, and give me Chrift. 1 give up 
m /felf, and all I have, to be difpofed at thy pleafure ; 
thy will, Lord, lhall be my will, Sec. Now, God is 
taking thee at thy word, and trying thy fincerity in 
what thou faidft and profeffedft to hiffr fo folemnly. 
\i Liach difpofed of thy dear relation as pleafed 
him: C / cioii thou rue the bargain? wouiclt 

thou take tiiy word again? where is thy covenant- 
W 2 
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tothe'will of God, and thy pr 
contentment with cili his difpofals? 

§tkl\\ Dolt thou not believe that a co; 

God r to thee than all the friends in the 

world? cannot God foon make up the greateft lofs 

to thee, if thou turn to him by prayer, and pour out 

thy heart and forrows in his lofom? what are the 

world's comfort to God's comforts? a fmile of 

God's face in prayer, can foon fweeten thy bitter 

. and make thee f thy forrows, Pfam. 

xciv. 19. i4 In the multitude of my thoughts within 

thy comforts delight my foul." The author of 

I the cr res toils us of one Patric k 

: ic. an enienent laint, in the weft of Scotland, 

v. ho Laving loft his clear and only ion, got to lire 

jt, and there poured out his foal to the Lord. 

-:n he came out to his friends at length, who 

were waiting to comfort him, and fearing how he 

would take inch a heavy llroke, lie returned from 

prayer with a cheerful countenance, and told fome 

of his friends who afked him the reafon of his cheer- 

fulnefs, " that he had got that in his retirement 

with the Lord, that to have it afterwards renewed, 

he would be content to lofe a fon every day." 

confider that you are but a lew 
d s journey him for whom you mourn, and 

that you < - and be v. ith 

s allaj ed ] or 

1?. w - 1 mail go to him." It is oiu 
, to live here, to enjoy the comfort 
oust : fo much for their 

if we looked on ourfelves a:;, men 
in a lew days we would not be 

-. are ,j .. but a little : 

hav< -to 

pit r 
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every true christian to be in heaven : and will you 
grieve, became God-hath taken your relations thith- 
er, where you. deli re to be yourfelf above all tilings? 
AsChriit faid to his difciples before his death, John 
xiv. &8, " If ye loved me you would rejoice becaufe 
I go unto the Father: fo, if your departed friend 
could fpeak to yon from heaveu, he would fay " If 
ye loved me with a pure fpiritual love, ye would 
rejoice that I am gone to my Father, where I am 
more happy than you can pollibly conceive of me." 

Ohjft. " Had I ground to think that any friend 
is gone to heaven, it would eafeine; bat, alas, I fear 
it is otherwife." 

Anfhv. i. It doth nor belong to us to dive into 
the eternal ftate and condition of thefe that are gone 
olF the ldage. Thefe fecret things belong to God, 
who exercifeth his mercy or juftice towards finners 
according to his fovereign will. 

2. Suppofing the worft, you ought to fubmit to 
the incontrolable fovereignty of God who hath 
mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he 
will he hardeneth. " He is of one mind and who 
can turn him?" The Lord cut off Aaron's two fons 
in the very aft of tin and rebellion againft him, and 
yet Aaron held his peace, and fo ought you. 

3. Whatever be the lot of others hereafter, you 
have reafon to be thankful to God, for his diltin- 
guilhing mercy; in favingyou from thefe flames that 
others fall into, and giving you good hope through 
grace of glorifying God above forever. 



Direct. VIII. Let theficknefs and death of others he 

a warnm to you in time of health to make due pre- 
pay the time of fivknefs and of dying, which 
is before your hands, 

WHEN you fee your friends and neighbours 
in a fickly, weak, or dying condition, the 
language of the difpenfation to you that are in 
heaith is, prepare for ficknefs alfo. Nay, the fee- 
ble voice of the lick doth proclaim this warning as^ 
W n 
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■ 
i aye your i 

look out 
c is a coming to < 
tend the 

foul to I 

toandendlefs itate." This will be thy cai 
i tan, '•■ 

your eyes. O '. 
wii] it conn 

i 
hen- but the favor of God, the 
love ofChriit, and the review of a 

? YV h( refore dc \. ith ail I . bat 

id finds to uo, employ the time of hi 
well in pre] 

to do in tii:!; . - 

fen for a man to do foul work, and falvation v. 
in. 

I.I here 

the : Si rely 

the warnings, of iickneil and death ought to be lou- 
der in your ' molt dil 
harkened unto by you, tl ige under tl 
ro< i terrors. 
Remember that word, i Pet. v. 6. -• . 
yom .nder the mighty hand of G< 
It \ mes guiti s of 
the I ,-c a holy God, v» 
he is fn 

fpvereignty :a d dominion over you, 

trig, "Lord, thou art the author and founder of 
families, and thou m t and punifh Them as 

thou thinheft fit. Th/ou fetieft the iblitary in I 
lies, and multiplied their number; and thou mayft 
niniihtljem, yea, lay t. g to 

thy pleafure. I hou ;ft have made a] 



ntm. 

me rs of the family fi as one ; thou 

c given a deadly blow to parents, chil- 

tft, at once, yea, have made the 

'',ve a eommon grave., and buri- 

>- in its ruins," Humbly ackn< 

rod in the preient 
"• I < 'd, inftead of one, we nil deierved 
to have rown on fick beds, and all of us to 

have been fnr.tten by death. Thou [ us, 

leferve." Acknowledge al- 
io Cod's v/ifdom ana love in the prefent affliction 

tnbly fuboHt to take the cup which he ha 
mingled fur you. u The cup which o r 

ibr this family, ihall we i 

s God that doth 
v,h. e in the family; therefore it is or 

part to be di td not to ths lo 

" ■ .. : It." 

■. The command . neveh 

. ;, when threat in, 

. . proper for a 

ly to give to ail under d 
doth raj ■ hem; u Fait, 

to o r*ery one from his "evil way, — 

— Who if God will turn aWHy from ins 

fierce anger that we pei • . ; ' when die de- 

I infectious difeafes, v 
times go from ho ufe to houfe like e, fweep<- 

/ old and young off tl eci- 

ally ic ihould be a time oi 

r with God for mercy. And fince our 
pleading is wholly i ; without 

i'acrifice to 3 let ns m t to 

bring the all-fuficient facrifice of Chriit's blood 
and plead it with God for avert- 
wrath from our houfes and families, 
to Aaron in a time of . . 

: to you that are h : 

of families, Take i I incei !:. and go 
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quickly and make an atonement for them ; f° r 

there is wrath gone ont from the Lord ; the plague 
is begun." Bring the incenfe of Chrift's fatisfaction, 
that great atonement to divine juftice, which was 
typified by the legal facrifices and oblations. Hum- 
bly and earneitiy plead that great facrifice with 
God, for turning away the fiercenefs of his wrath. 
Get the bunch of hyfibp, faith, in order to the 
fprinkling of your houfes with that atoning blood, 
that fb you and your families may be among the 
preserved in jenis Chrift. 

Laflly, Let all the family where ficknefs is, and 
efpecially the head of it, remember that word, Job 
xxii. 23. " Thou lhalt not put away iniquity far 
from thy tabernacles."'' God hath fent ficknefs with 
thio menage to you, " Search out family fins, 
whether of omilfion or commiflion : mourn over 
them, cum from them, baniih them far away. Let 
no vice lodge under your roof. Let family wor- 
fliip be no more neglected, nor {lightly performed. 
Lee God have both the morning and evening facri- 
fi.ee." Now, if the members of thefe families viiited 
with ficknefs, who are in health for the prefent, 
who thus humble themfelves cry to God, plead 
the blood of Chrilt, and reform what is amifs among 
them ; the prefent affliction would be fanclified, 
and they in fome meafure prepared for the like trial, 
when God ihall be pieafed to put the cup in their 
hands. 

II. In the next place, let me warn all the friends 
and neighbours of the fick, whether they be in the 
family or not. to improve the day of health, in 
making 1 r the time of ficknefs. Be much in 

the l . . , . .if- examination, humiliation for fin, 

believing in Chriit, renewing covonant with God, 
mortifying of fin, trimming the lamp, meditating 
of heaven, living by faith, deniednefs zo the world, 
{it-dying to overcome the love of life, and fears of 
th. Concerning all which I have given direc- 
tio; ig chapters of this book, when 
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fpeaking to the & k and diflrefled. Thefe exercifes 
are not only proper for the fick, but alio for thefe 
1:1 ; Ltionsfor ficknefs 

th, io be v all men in every co 

tion. But there are feme things further moil necef- 
fary to be minded by people in time of their health, 
m order to prepare them for the time of ficknefs and 
of dying, before it come. 

1/?, Make your latter will, and keen it by you, 
that you may not be encumbered withyour wor 
affairs, in time of ficknefs, or at a dying hour, 
Surely it is great wifdom to put this by -hand in time 
of health. But I have fpoken largely of this chap. 
I. Direct. 6. 

. Take heed in time of health, that yon lay 
not up fad provifion agaihft the day of ficknefs, by 
your careleis and untender walk. As it is fin that 
brings on ficknefs upon us, fo it is fin that embitters 
it unto us. O beware of all known fin, and particu- 
larly the fin of earthly-mindednefs, unthankfulneis 
for mercies, luke-warmnefs in religion, neglect to 
improve Chrift, neglecl of prayer, and formality in 
it, quenching of the fpirit, falling from your "iirft 
love, breach of vows, mifcarrying after fignal mer- 
cies, finning after afflictions, turning to old fins. 
Guard againft thefe evils now in the time of health, 
otherwife they will put thorns in your pillow when 
ficknefs conieth. Dare not to live in fuch a courfe 
ou would not adventure to die in. How do you 
your next ftep may be into the grave ? 
dd you be willing to lie dosvn there in your 
ui, formal, wandering, and un- 

rom the world, and live as ftran- 

may be able to pack and be 

:i lhort warning. Let death find 

I, dead to the world. Ify< 

lIicv, odd, it will be a vio- 

a ill have with it 

You will be rc;t 
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like Lot's wife, to linger, hanker, and look greedily 
back again. 

Ailly, Keep fhort reckonings with Cod and con- 
ference, that you may not have old fcores to reckon 
upon when you come to the death-beck O what 
flinging pain and torment may one fin unmourned 
for colt you at that time. Let conference then bring 
in the accounts every day before you fleep, and fpee- 
dily take up every controverfy that may fall out 
betwixt God and thy foul. 

5t/;!y, Dwell much upon the thoughts of death, 
that you may learn to be acquainted and familiar 
with it ; as Job was, who faid before-hand, " to cor- 
ruption, Thou art my father ; and to the worm, 
thou art my mother and my fitter," Job xvii. 14. 
For this caufe the Egyptians ufed to place a dead 
man's Ikull in fome confpicuous place ot their rooms: 
likewife the Jews had their fepulchres in their gar- 
dens of pleafure, that fo in the midft of their delights 
they might think on their dying time. We read of 
Philip king of Macedon, that ordered a page every 
morning to rouze him from fleep with thefe words, 
" O king, remember thou art a mortal man." By 
this often repeated leffon, he laboured to humble his 
lofty mind, and make his acquaintance with death, 
that it might not feem Itrange or furprifing to him 
when it mould actually come and (hatch him away. 
Uhly., Study to fpend every day as it were to 
be your laft, arid perform every duty as it were the 
laft, ftill looking on fickhefs and death as very near. 
That which makes molt men fo unconcerned about 
ficknefs, death, and eternity is, tehy view them as 
things afar off, at thirty or forty years diftance. 
u They think their time will be long here : why, 
they are healthy, of a ftrong conftitution, and their 
fathers lived lb long :" which furely are falfe rules 
to judge by. It was the expectation of many 
years that helped on the ruin of that rich fool in 
the golpel. It were far better for every man to look 
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on himfelf as ftanding every day and night at the 
very door of eternity ; and hundreds of dii'eafes rea- 
dy to open the door and let him in. When you ]i e 
dbwrf at night, leave your heart with Chrift, and 
compofe your fpirits lb, as if you were not to awake 
till the heavens are no more ; for certainly that night 
cometn, of which you will never fee the morning or 
that morning, of which you will never lee the night. 
But which of your mornings or nights theie will be 
you know not, feeing your times are not in your 
own hands. 

Ithly, Set apart fome time, daily, for thinking, in 
a retired way, upon your time that is paft, and upon 
eternity that is to come. The neglect of this duty 
of meditation, and retired thinking, is very preju- 
dicial, both to the godly and ungodly. It was 
David's practice to think, and to chink upon his ways- 
which engaged him to reform whatever he found 
amifs in them, Pfal. cxix. 59. Oh ! it is the ruin of 
many a foul, they are utter ftrangers to this way of 
thinking. I have read of a lather, who on his 
death bed, left it as a folemn charge upon his only 
ion, who was a prodigal ; that he mould fpend a 
quarter of an hour eery day in retir :d thinking, 
a 1 let him chufe [any fubjccc.he pleafed. The fori 
thinks this an eafy talk, undertakes it, and after his 
father's death fet himfelf to periorm his uromife. 
One day he thinks upon his by -pait pleafures : an- 
other day he contrives his future delights ; after 
a while he begins to think ferioufly what might be 
his father's deiign in laying tins talk upon him ; at 
length he thinks, his father was a wife and good 
man, therefore furely he intended and hoped that 
among the reft of his meditations, he would fome- 
time or other think oi' religion. When this had tru- 
ly poirelled his thoughts, Oiie thought and queftion 
comes upon the back of another, about his by-paft 
lire and future ftatc, that lie could not contain him- 
felf in fo fhort a confinement, but was that night 
without fleep : yea, and afterward could have no 
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rc\\ till he become ferioufl rus. O that I 

could perfuade all carelefs and unthinking fouls to 
go and do likewife ! Ah! how many fpend > 

clays in a hurry about their worldly aifairs, and 
pcriih for want of thinking ! 

Stbly, Among other of your retired 

thoughts, fpend fome time in how awfuj 

and terrible 1 a thing it muft be for a poor Chriftlefs 
foul to make its appearance before an angry God 
after death. " For who (raith the prophet) can 
ciweli with devouring fire? who can abide with 
lading burnings?" I have read of a certain kii 
Hungary, who being at a time marvelloully fad and 
heavy, his brother, who wasa brilkand gallant man, 
would needs know the reaion : li Oh brother (fays 
he) I have been a great {inner againft God, and I 
know not how I mail appear before his judgment- 
feat." His brother anfwered, tt ' thefe are but me- 
lancholy thoughts;" and lb made light of them, 
as moft courtiers ufe to do. The king .1 no- 

thing at that time ; but the cuftom of that country 
was (the government being abfolute) if the execu- 
tioner founded a trumpet at a man's door, he was 
prefently to be led to execution. The king fent 
the executioner in the dead time of the night, and 
caufed him to found his trumpet at his brother's door, 
who hearing and feeing the mefienger of death, 
fprang in trembling into his brother's prefence, falls 
down upon his knees, and befceches the king to let 
him know wherein he had offended him. " O 
brother (faid the king) you never offended me, 
but loved me ; but is the fight of an earthly execu- 
tioner fo terrible to thee; and iball not I who am 
fo great a finner, fear much more to be brought to 
the judgment-feat of an angry God !" 

9//;/y, Think often how religioufly men ufe to 
wiih they had lived, when the come to the fick and 
dying time. Thefe who have fbent their time molt 
carelefsly, begin to have other {notions of religion 
when they fee the grim mefienger approaching^ 
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Go to their bed-fides, and afk them, whether floth or 

diligence, formality or fervency, drinking or pray- 
ing, loving the world or loving Chrift, be the belt ; 
would they not tell you that there is none fo wife as 
they that are molt religious ? Think, () man in 
health, with thyfelf, if thou was juft now upon thy 
death-bed, and faweft thy friends Handing mourning 
round about thee, but unable to help thee, what 
would be thy thoughts and difcourfe at that time ? 
O then, let fome oi : the fame thoughts and difcourfe 
fill up every day and hour of thy life now. Why 
thou knoweft not but this moment thou niayeit be as 
near death, as if thy friends and phyficians too were 
defpairing of thy life, and had given you over for 
d^d. 

lothly, Be employed now in fighting the good 
fight of faith. You have many enemies to deal 
with, and death is the Laft of them. Would you 
obtain the victory over them ? Then get on the Chris- 
tian armour, and make much ufe 01' the (hield of 
faith. We read in the book of Efter, that king 
Ahafucrus would not recall the proclamation he had 
emitted againft the Jews; but he gave them full li- 
berty to take up arms to defend themfelves, and. at- 
tack their enemies ; fo here, God will not recal the 
fentence of death he hath paft upon all men in the 
garden"; but neverthelefs he allows, yea comtnillion- 
1 true Ifraelites to take up arms, againft death, 
to conquer and trample it underfoot by faith. 

Lajily. Be bufy now in health, providing, and lay- 
ing up 9. flock againft the time of ficknefs arc! 
tion ; which may contribute to your comfortable 
living then, when the world's good things will be 
taftelefs and comfortlefs to you. As thefe who have 
a voyage to go, do victual the fhip ; and thefe who 
have a liege to hold out, take in provilions; even fo 
do ye. 

1. Get a ftock of graces againft that time, efpeci- 
ally a ftock of faith, of patience, of humility, felf-de- 
nial, &c. There will be ufe for all thefe then. A 
X - 



little grace, or a little faith, is not enough ; for thl^ 
will faint under cms. We read, Matih. xiv. 

that, when the winds began to blow fiercely, Peter's 
little faith began to fail. You have need of a great 
meafure of patience againft that time, that you may 
wait quietly on God, till lie come to your relief. 
You know not but he may lengthen out your trials 
and tarry till the fourth watch of the night before he 
come with deliverance. 

■2. Provide a itock of evidences or marks of grace, 
and of the love of God, that you may be able to af- 
fert your intereft in him as your portion in Chrifr, 
and may be perfuaded, that neither death nor life 
will ever feparate you from him. 

3. Get a hock of divine experiences. Lay up all 
the experiences you have had of God's loving kind- 
nefs, and thefe w-ill give great relief and encourage- 
ment to the foul in the day of diftrefs. 

4. Lay up a hock of fermons. Treafure up the 
counfcls and cordials which they bring you from 
God's word, that fo you may, according to Ifa. xlii. 
20. " Hear for the time to come :" and especially 
for nck-beds, when you cannot get fermons to hear. 
Then it is, that you ought to live and feed upon the 
fermons you have heard. 

5. Lay up a flock of prayers. Be much in 
wreftling with God for help and through bearing in 
the day of affliction : and fo you may expect the 
Gracious returns thereof in the day of calamity. 

6. Provide a hock of proinifes. Be now gather- 
ing thefe fvveet cordials from God's word, lay them 
up in your heart and memory, and they will be very 
refreihing and fupporting -to you in the day of af- 
fliction. 



'fU0ed Man 1 i Comanpion. 255 

Direct. IX. Let thefe who arc in healtkjet , 
the work of repentance, and turning i-> God in I 
quickly ; and 
e time of flcknefs and dyi 

C^l OD's command to you is, to let about the 
X work pre&ntly, without any delay, Heb. iii. 
15. " To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not 
your hearts." Matth. xxi. 2.8. " Go work to-day 
in my vineyard." Ecglef. xii. 1 l * Remember now 
thy Creator in the days of thy youth." 
God's voice to you, O man in health, is to 
But the devil's voice to you is to-morrow. And 
which -of the two will you hearken to? Surely it i; 
your wifdom to obey the voice of your Creator and 
friend, and net of your enemy and deftroyer. Why, 
to-day thou $(rt in health, to-morrow thou may ft be 
in ficknefs : to-day thou art on earth, to-morrow 
thou may it be in hell : to-day Chriit is inviting you 
to come to him, to-morrow he may be fentencing 
you to depart from him. And connder, that the 
devil, who tempts you to delay this day, will be as 
ready to tempt you to the fame to-morrow ; and 
fo the devil's to-morrow will never come. It will 
flill be to-morrow with him to the laft hour, that 
fo he may get you cheated out 0/ your v. 
and falvation together. 

Here I fiiall endeavour two things; 1. 
guments to perfbade you to repent and clofe with 
the c. hrift prefentiy, without any delay, as 

GoJ requires. 2. ohew the evil and dani 
laying :offickne dying. As to 

the firft, viz. Arguments far prefent r 
and . laying the work. 

1/?, Coniider the uncertainty of your life and time 
to repent. Your life is but a vapour, a little warm 
breath that is going out and in at your no 
which ' hopped by death ere yon I 

not what will 
. 1. It wasthe faying of a get 
invited to a fcaft upon the morrow, " I ha; e no: 

X 2. 
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•row, for thefe many years." It was a 
fe tl eie Epicures made of this uncertainty. 
rii. 13. '] Let us eat and drink, for to-mor- 
row we I It is much wifer to lay, kw Let 
us pray, and turn to the Lord, for to-mono, 

die.'' Nay, you it fecurity for one 

■ in; for God hath a thoufand difeafes 
and accidents ready to flop your breath, and end 
, whenener he pleafcth to give them or- 
ders. There are many fecure finners who prefume 
on long life, but there are none nearer deduction 
fuch ; for Cod loves to difappoint thefe that 
1 lemfelves a long life in fin and impeniten- 
rith man who was laying up for 
many years, Like xii. io. " This night iliall thy 
thee. And O what a dark and 
difmal night will it be, if death come before thy re- 
.nce ! O man, thou never didft lie down one 
night widi affurance of rifing again, thoii never 
heardft one fermon with affurance of hearing ano- 
ther ; thou never didft draw one breath with aflur- 
ance of drawing another. What madnefs is it then 
to delay falvation work one day or hour longer, and 
ib to leave the v. ei ghtieft matter in the world at the 
greateft uncertainty ! 

2i//y, Confider, that though God in his wonder ful 
mercy and patience mould prolong your days, yet 
the longest life is fhort enough for the wok 
have to do, fuppofe you begin it prefently. Nay, 
had you Mathufalem's years to fpend, they would 
be no more than fufficient to repent a rn fer 

vhich you have been loloi:: 
g: Li) reform and amend the many t 
that have been afnifs: to perform all the duties in- 
on you; to make lure your calling 
and put your fouls in a good pollm 
prep nal date, and get tl 

rs of the inheritance of the 
ht. Now, do ye think that all rk can 

,;,e in aninftant,or in a time of ik 
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old age, when yoa are hardly fit to do any thing ? 
When a man's fpirit is unable to bear the infirmities 
of nature, how will he be able to bear the lafhes of a 
guilty co licience, or a wounded fpirit? When the 
understanding is weak, the memory frail, the will 
obftinately bent the wrong way by a long cuftom 
of finning, and neglecting of duty ; will that be a fit 
time to begin the work of repentance and converlion 
to God ? When nature is decayed, and the candle of 
life juft linking in the focket, will you begin then to 
act for God, and make your lighc mine before men 
to his glory ? O remember, your work is long, your 
time is Ihort ; and though you begin this very hour 
you will have no time to fpare. 

3<//y, Delay not this work, becaufe it is not in your 
power to do it when you pleafe. It is a delufion of 
the devil, to imagine you may repent when you will. 
No, no: it is God only that giveth repentance and 
he gives it when, and to whom he pleafeth, Acts v. 
13. And it is a mere pcradventure, if ever he o-ive 
it to a - de laying- (inner, 2 Tim. ii. 25. When is it 
that you may have hopes he will give repentance 
but when he calls you to it, and prefenbes means 
to be ufed for that end ? Now that is to-day. " To- 
day, if ye will hear his voice : now is the accepted 
time, now is the day of falvation." To-th.y^ when 
God the fpirit driving, is the time of 

finding the Lord, and getting repentance from him. 
To-morrow it may be too late; the Lord's hand 
may be clofed, and the. door of merely (hut. If you 
refi fe the Spirit when he ftrives, with you, he may 
leave you, and never put another ferious thought in 
your heart of turning to the Lord. O defer not 
feeking repentance till it be too late : for there is a 
time when the Lord will not be found, and then re- 
pentance will not be found, though you feek it with 
tears. Indeed God hath promiied mercy to peni- 
timc tinners: but he hath no where promiied the 
aids of his grace and fpirit to them that put off their 
repentance,: and he hath no where promiied accept- 
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and frli' 

proi 

their, tips, when they i theinnol or. 

I 
Clirift is delayed, is everyday 

increafed. SVhy, i. of the deceitful na- 

tvircoi fi '., \. h daily bewit :h and harden the 

heart more and more in the practice of it. 2. Cuftom 
i,i any thing hath a I'tronr influence on us, and 
a nature, and breeds an 
al'moft i 11 to whatfoever we have 

Ion; s imto, whether it be in actions 

natural or moral. Hence v^vid pives that good ad- 
vice, 

$ed ptofera, ncc /* venturm dfcir in titrat'^ ' ^^ 

,11/. 

," Be fpeedy, put not off till another time ; 

" He vvho is not prepai -.1 to-djy, will be more unpn 

(OMTIOI I Q'W." 

He that goes on from day to day in {in r will find 
his indirection to repent daily increafed, the habits 
of Ik It ■■■■■:, and himfelf brought at length 

under the power of an inveterate cuftoin. And if it 
be hard to Break any cuftoin, much more a cult om in 
f in] to depraved nati 

rice faith I ■ 2 3- " c 

the fcthi ,:. n chai : I 
fpots ? Tht 

felnon, the mor 

The devils that | be man from the womb 

could not be 1 aft out butbyfome extraordinary > 
4. Delays bring on fpiritual judgments from God, 
fuch as judicial hardnefs on the heart, which will 
make repentance iihpomble, according to that ter- 
rible place, Ifa, vi 9, 10. " Make the heart of this 
people fat," &c. Which is Quoted no tefs than fix. 
times in the New TeUament, as if it belonged oily 
to them that linger and fit impenitent under go 
c alls. 
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Lafrly, We would reckon fuch delays madnefs in 
earthly /etft't trifles when con, 

to falvation-work. Ifani fe were otf fire, we 

it is time e- 
nch it 'to-jridrrow; or 1, if he were ft ting 
he would be mad that 
neglected to leek a prefent cure: or, if he had gat 
poifon in his ftomach, he would never think he could 
loon enough vomit it up. If a malefactor were 
condemned to a cruel death to-morrow, but had a 
promife of a remiflion if he mould look after it to- 
day ; would he be fo fooiiih as delay it till next morn- 
ing? But how much greater madnefs is it to delay 
and fleeing to Chrift, when God's calls 
and promifes relate to the prefent time, and o..r dan- 
ger in ely greater than in any of the 
jforefaid ba [y there is no fting fo d; 
no poifon lb deadly as fin; and can we too foon 
feek after the balm of Gilead, the blood of Chrift for 
its cure' There is no death like the fe tth, no 
fire ib I as the eternal fire of God's v 
Now, this idled agaii ; 
and if it be not timeonfly quenched, it will burn to 
the io, 10 tune to get itext 
by fleeing to ch 2ms. 

II. The next thing is to lhew the evil and danger 
of del . the time ofiickne; 

. Alas, it is the common practice of the 
irt! But confider, r/?, What wretched ingrat- 
itude a lether is it 
mould five the belt of your time to God that 
you, or to the devil that leeks your deftru&ion ? Is it 
reafonable that the devil mould feaft on the flower 
and prime of your yot th and ftrength, and your Cre- 
ator have no other but the fragment:, of the devils's 
table? When the dregs of your tunc are come, your 
firenoth gone, yorr fenfes fai'ed, your underih 
and memory weak, your afFe&ions fpent upon the 
creature, yea, when you are good for* nothing eli'ej 
will ye be ib bale as thn.uk, you are then good enough 
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for God, and for falvation-work, which requires all 
your ftrength and might? But remember, it' you be 
io bafe as referve ihe dregs of your time for God, you 
may expect he will be io juft as referve tj 
his wrath for you, according to that word, Mai. i. 
14. " Curfed be the deceiver, which hath in his 
fiock a male, facrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt 
thing." Your youth, ftrength, health, gifts, and 
talents, are the males of the flock; if you give thefe 
to the devil, and referve the weaknefs of ficknefs and 
old age for God, you draw down his curie upon 
your heads ; and how long will you be able to bear 
up under the weight of God's cuii'e ? Now, O delay- 
ing finners, why mould you be io ungrateful to God, 
and injurious toyourfelves? God hau early thoughts 
of mercy to you; and will you have nothing but late 
thoughts of duty to him? Chriit did not defer his 
dying for us till he was old; and fhall we defer liv- 
ing to him, till we be old? Oh, we do not deal 
with God as we would have him to deal with us. 
When we need help in trouble, we cry, as Hid. cii. 
2. *•' Lord, hear me: in the day when I call, anfwer 
me fpeedily; To day we hill make the feafon of 
mercy, but to-morrow the feafon for duty. When 
mercy is delayed, we impatiently cry. 1. 
How long? We will not wait God's holy leiltre 
But alas] we would have God to wait oui 
f^re. Oh, let is be alhamed of inch diiing 
ous dealings with our creator. 

idiy^ Death may get a commiflion to take you off 
fuddenly, without giving you any time to repent. 
Youare notfm-c to - [icknefs, be- 

fore the night of death oveiLake you, or that yo 
have any warning given ) 0,1 before the laud ftroke. 
For how many are there who project long lives, and 
look for time before death to repent, that get a fur- 
prifing call to flit from the earthly tabernacle, and 
have not one minute to provide another lodging? 
How many are dro aihdden ftorm at lea? 

And how many outward accidents at land? 
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Some drop down fbddenly in the ftreets ; forne die 
luting in their chairs ; ionic 00 we ll to bed at night 
and never lee the morning ; lome die as qtiickly by 
a fit of an epilepfy, orapoplexy, as if fhot with a gun. 
I hus thotifands are hurried into eternity .. and pre- 
fer, ted before a tribunal, without being allowed fo 
much time as to think one ferious thought, drfpeak 
one word ? not one moment to conlider where they 
are going, or to cry to God for mercy. And how 
know you but this may be your cafe at death? Mi ft 
it not be the greater): folly then to delay your repent- 
ance to a dymg time, when it may not be one minute 
lonp- ? 

h you may have feme time to lie on 
fick-beds, how know ye but your iicknefs may be 
luch as (hall incapacitate you for fpiritual work ? 
Some we fee are, fo oppreiied with continual {lum- 
bering and lleeping, even when death is n.Cc<reft, 
that they are in no cafe to think or fpeak of thefe 
things that belong to their eternal ftate. Others, in 
high fevors, are troubled with rovings ; and have 
no ufe of their reafon, fo that they are not capable to 
fettle their worldly affairs; and how much lefs are 
they lit to feenre their foul's eternal concerns, at 
that time : Some again are fo racked with pains and 
agonies, impatient frettings, and bitter uneafinefs, 
that they cannot get one lettled thought about their 
fold's prefent or future Hate. Others are fo filled 
with terror and amazement at the view of approach- 
ing death and eternity, that they cannot cempoie 
their thoughts to examine themielves, cenfefs their 
fins, act faith in a Saviour, or follow any direction 
that is given them ; bv.t go off the ftage in a confu- 
fion, being incapable to do any thing to purpofe for 
their fouls. Some their diftemper is fuch. that they 
arc bcotight to a great ftrait betwixt the word of 
God • 'l'he word of God and his 

them if they do not mourn for their 
fius and wrefile for mercy, they cannot be faved : 
but faith the | 1, if you trouble yourfelf with 
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fad and melancholy thoughts, you prejudice 
body and hazard your life. Oh! is this a fit time 
then to begin your preparation for another world? 

4^/7, The fpirit of God being long refifted 
vexed by many in the day of health, he is provoked 
to leave them on death-beds to the hardnets of their 
own hearts : And fo they remain like ftocks and 
ftones, tdead and ftupid to the lalt. 

$thly, The devil, that was 'only all your Ih'cs to 
keep you from repentance, Avill not be idle at this 
time; nay he will be more aftive than ever to 
ruin you, either by cauiing you to fplit on the rock 
of prefumption or of defpair. Sometimes he will 
tell finnersthtm, " You need not trouble yourfelves 
about your fouls: God is more merciful than to 
damn you; the repentance you have already will 
ferve the turn," But if this will, not quiet them, 
he will ftudy to drive them to defpair, by telling 
them, " They have loft the feafon of repentance and 
clofing with Chrift; and now there is no remedy, 
r.o hope for them, and it is in vain to ufe any fur- 
ther means." O then, do not barken to Satan now, 
when he tempts you to delay your repantance. 

6thly, Whatever ice of repentance fome 

dying perfons may have, let that be no encourage- 
ment to put off till that time. Why, there lieth 
fufpicion upon a late repentance, that it is feldom 
found and lincere. It is no : irk, that a 

more from fears of hell tha 

of fin ; move from love to felf, than love to God. 
And it is to be feared, that death-bed repentance is 
moltly of this fort, feeing / it confiiteth 

more in grief and fear, pn 

in a hearty loathing of fin, love to holiflefa or willing- 
nefs to accept of Jefus Chrift: for have we not i'etw 
many of thefe penitents who, in the view of death, 
prbfeffed great forrow for their wicked lives, 
and made folemn promifes of amendment; yet 
when they han ed to recover, all their 

teoufnefs hath I, and they have returned to 
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their former fins as greedily as ever ? And, O delay- 
ing firmer, what ground have you to think that your 
death-ded repentance v i.l be any belter than theirs? 
Be wile then in time, fet heartily about falvation. 
work in theday of your health, and do not leave the 
weightieft work to the weakeltti 

C/jccl. I. ". Buthath not God promifed mercy to 
them that repent of their {ins at any time?" 

Anjiv. Yes, to them that repent truly and fmcere- 
ly : but do not think that it is in your power to re- 
pent fo, at any time you pleafe ; no, it is impoilible 
you can do it without the influence and afiiitarice of 
the fpiritof God. And God hath no were promifed 
this to thefe who put oil' their repentance to a death- 
bed. There is a great difference betwixt a fick 
man's howling upon Lis bed, and fincere goipel re- 
penting. I grant, true repentance is never too late ; 
but O ! late repentance isfeldom true. True re- 
pentance is that which hath a care to walk hoiily, 
or hath works meet for repentance joined with it. 
Henoe repentance is not only calUa* met an 01 a, a 
change of mind ; but alfo met a me lei a., an after 
care, Now for a death-bed repentance, that hath no 
fuch holy care or good works; I know no promife 
in the Eible that annexeth falvation unto it. 

Object . II. " Do not we readiu Chrift's parable of 
the labourers, Matth. xx. that fome were hired and 
brought into the vineyard at the eleventh hour, and 
got the fame reward with thofe that were hired at 
the third and lixth hour ?" 

Anfw. 1. Thefe than were brought in fo late, 
could fay for themfelves verfe 6. " that no man had 
hired them," or had offereh to hire them before ; 
they did no fooner here the gofpel-call, and offers of 
falvation through Chrift tendered to them. But O ! 
this will hand you in no head, who have had many a 
call and offer made you at the third, fixth, andninth 
hour, and have refilled and refilled them : you will 
not have it to fay at the eleventh hour as thefe had, 
" No man hath hired us," 
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•iJly, Thefe men, though they came in but at the 
eleventh hour, and not bem .• fo > tier liirad. yet they 
ware labourers in the vineyard: and wrought one 
hour therein faithfully, in obedcence to their Lord's 
command, and io brought forth (bine fruits meet for 
repentance, and were accepted. Bat this is no en- 
couragement to any to expect to be brought in at 
the twelfth hour, when there is no time to work, 
nor bring forth any fruits to te.tify the tincerity of 
their repentance ; we have no promife of acceptance 
made to fuch. 

ObjeSi. III. u The penitent thief on the crofs fought 
mercy from Chriit at the laft hour and goc it." 

w. That is a lingular inftance, and gives no 
encouragement to delaying Tinners. The fcriptures 
contain a hiftory of more than fore thoufand years, 
and yet during all the time we have but one exam- 
ple of a man that truly andlincerely repented when he 
came to die. And in this man's cafe there was 
fuch an extraordinary conjunction of circumftances, as 
never happened ombre, and can never fall out 
to the end of the world . This man had the happi* 
nefs to die dole by the newly pierced and bleeding 
wounds of a crucifyed Jefus, when he was lifted up 
from the earth in the height of his love, drawnig Tin- 
ners to falvation ; which was a juncture that can 
never have a parallel. Again, the man never had 
any offer ofChrift nor day of grace before now; he 
furrendered himielf upon the very firft call: and his 
faith in Chrift at this time was truly lingular and 
miraculous. He was deligned by heaven to be made 
a rare monument of the power of Chrift's grace, and 
a fpecial trophy of his victory over the devils and 
wicked men, at a time when they Teemed to triumph 
over hirn, as one crucifyed through weaknefs. 

From all which we may Tee, that this example 
was extraordinary, and affords no ground for the 
prefumption of delaying Tinners. You may as well 
call yourfelves into the Tea in hopes of prefer vati on 
by a whale , from the example of Jonalij as defer 
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v, in hopes of repenting on a death- 
bed, from the example of the the::" on the crofs. 

;, your way ofiinning diners vaflly from his. 
He was not grailty of prefumptioii, as you are; he 
did not flight Chriit's calls and offers in the day of 
his health, and delay his repenting and doling with 
Chriit, in hopes of an opportunity for them at the 
hour of death, as you do. Do you know what God 
determines concerning prefumpt . J You 

may fee it, Numb. xv. ^8, 30, 3:. " And the priefts 
fball make an atonement for the foul that {inneth 
ignorancly, &c. But the foul that doth ought prc- 
fumptuoufly, (whether) 1 in the land, or a 

;er) the fame reprcacheth the Lord ; 

all be cut off from among his people 
ho hath difpifed the word of the Lord." O pre-' 
futnptuous delaying fmner, let this word of theLdrd 
awaken you to a fpeedya nd prefent refolution to 
obey his voice. " Return ye now every one from iii 3 
evil way. and make your ways and your d 

" Jer. xviii. 11. Mow is the accepted time: if 
ye will hear his voice it mult be to day. Lord, 
lave us from hardening our hearts. Amen. 

Some Dying Word of the late Rev. Mr. John Willi- 
fan, to his Wife and Children, found among his pa- 
pers after his death, dated the 10th of Nov. 
1749. 

T O M V W I F E . 

My dear, 

MY diftrefs calls me to think of pertaking with 
you ; the will of the Lorti be done. I thank 
you for your tender care of me: may the Lord 
blefs, and reward you for it, and fandtify your own 
tendernefs, and fuj port you under it. As you have 
not died to live a h.e of faith and prayer ail your 
days, lb I hope and believe you will continue to the 
Y 



Li all your difficulties and fears en. 

Lord your God. Commit yoi r 
. faithful and true. I 
- ou, my dear, to the Husband of hufbands, 
eur < -ord Jefus Chrift. 

To MY CHILDREN.. 

TTXE AR children, your earthly father mvft leave 
i J- you ; your heavenly Father is immortal. O! 
cleave faft to him. Trifle not about your fouls con- 
cerns in time of health ; mind thefe things as the one 

i no- needful ; this you will not repent of w 
vou come within a near view of death, arc! endlefi 
eternity. O bus ! prefsfor clear views of your in- 
• Chnil, the only Surety and Saviour of fin- 
n c rs. A mon i otl ences of it, h\ e by faith on 

jjjjn' a art and life. DearSirs T 

tliii v ill be able to ftand before Chi ill 

your judge at the laft day, unleis you have Chrift's 
r>:1 . :, and be made new creatures. Lord 

make you all lach, and bid's you with his belt bld- 
fW ;' : ng be upon you [all. — What means 

God gave me, I have heftowed "them on you, or 
left them to you. Be kind and careful of your 
mother while you have her. And let none of you 
forget, that though I go before you to the duft, you 
raoltall follow me. O! that we may all 

meet together at the right hand of our bleffed Re- 
deemer," to ice his face, and ling his praife. The 
time is near, b« e therefi re alfo ready. 

j.,\ i, remember what 

is above as the words of your anectlonate hufband 

r, \\ hobeing dead, yet hereby fpeak- 

your eternal good and happinefs ; 

may k hi to your heart ! So pray eth, 

John Wjllisom 
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